
Civic Connect ions
2nd Annual Celebrate: UMD Civic Engagement 

Thursday, February 23rd 2006 
UMD Ballroom 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Come and see how the University  of Minnesota Duluth is partnering 
with the community.  The program includes Þve panels showcasing 
various aspects of Civic Engagement at UMD. There will also be a 
series of posters and booths displaying a variety  of programs and 
community  partnerships.

10:00 a.m. Welcome From V ince Magnuson , Vice Chancellor 
Academic Administration.
Integrating the Clayton Jackson McGhie Memorial into an 
Advanced W riting Course.   David Beard (UMD Composition) and 
Heidi Bakk-Hansen (Clayton Jackson McGhie Memorial Board)

10:30 a.m. Working W ith the Community to Promote 
Sustainable Energy . Greg Rutkowski (UMD Chem. Engineering) 
and Bill Mittlefeldt (Sustainable Duluth)

11:00 a.m. Bringing the Award-W inning Nature Author , Sneed B.  
Collard III, to the Community . Jean Stevenson (UMD Education) 
and Julie Ernst (UMD Health, Phy. Ed./Rec.)

12:00 p.m. Marketing Students Impacting Community Meth 
Issues. John Kratz (UMD Management Studies), Monica Anderson, 
Xavier Bell and Andrew Benvie (Duluth Meth Task Force), and UMD 
Students

1:00 p.m. Mythic T ransformations: Bringing Guest Artists to the 
Campus and Community . Karen Hoffman and Amy Gabbert (UMD 
Theatre)

UMD Awards First Civic Engagement Course Grants
Four faculty groups were given grant awards for 2006 to help them 
insert a Civic/Public  Engagement Research element into a course.  

David Beard, Composition, Comp 3180, Honors Advanced Writing.  
Students will learn about the Clayton, Jackson, McGhie Memorial  
directly  from those who made it happen.  They will, in return for this 
experience, produce short multimedia texts for the CJMM website. 

Karen Hoffman, Scene Design/Amy Gabbert, Costume Design. Th 
3995, Special Topics: Mythic Transformations.   Students in this 
course will engage the community by involving community artists 
and performing in community settings. 

Gregory E. Rutkowski, Chemical Engineering. ChE 3112: Heat and 
Mass Transfer.

Jean Stevenson and Julie Ernst, Education and HPER, 
ElE3XXX; EnEd4555.

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT NEWSLETTER ! FEBRUARY 2006

UMD  OFFICE OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

UMD OFFICE OF 
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

The UMD Office of Civic 
Engagement  primary mission is 
to provide assistance and 
support to faculty, students, 
and   staff regarding community-
based learning opportunities that 
enhance UMD’s co-curricular 
and/or curricular initiatives.
 

Faculty we can assist you in 
finding community partners, 
incorporating  civic learning   into 
your curriculum/research, and 
assisting with evaluations and 
reflection actives.
 

Staff/students we can assist in 
campus/community activities 
which enhances citizenship 
qualities in students. 

Casey LaCore
Director 
Office of  Civic Engagement
University of  Minnesota Duluth
120 Bohannon Hall
Duluth, Minnesota 55812-2496
Phone 218-726-7125
Fax 218-726-8694
clacore@d.umn.edu

Steering Committee
Lynn Bye, Social Work
Richard Davis, Chemical Engineering

Drew Digby, Journalism
Kjirsten Goran, Student
Paula Knudson, Student Life/FYE
Maureen O’Brien, Economics
William Payne, Theater



UMD Wins Systemwide 
Civic Engagement Grant

For its inaugural project, the OCE will work with 
five units on the UMD campus to establish public 
engagement programs and processes for 
continuing these programs into the future.  They 
will partner with the Duluth Methamphetamine 
Task Force (DMTF), a multidisciplinary group of 
individuals and organizations working to 
eliminate the epidemic of  methamphetamine in 
the community. 
By partnering with the DMTF, UMD faculty and 
students will connect with the community in real 
and important ways.  The partnership will provide 
opportunities for student learning in areas such 
as health, social work, marketing, education, 
economics, and law  enforcement.  
Faculty will gain an understanding of  the DMTF 
to determine how  best to incorporate public 
engagement into their coursework.  Students will 
also gain an overall understanding of the Task 
Force, and will be involved with activities that fit 
within their academic course work.  
This project responds to an urgent community 
need.  It is an excellent opportunity for students 
to experience how  public and private agencies 
work together to utilize resources most efficiently.  
It will provide a forum for discussion on important 
and complex societal issues that are impacting 
communities across the country.  It will also 
strengthen relationships between the University 
units, community organizations, and the Office of 
Civic Engagement.  

Grants and Other Opportunities

Center for Urban and Regional Affairs (CURA) 
Community-Based Research Program, 
Deadline: Thursday, March 30. The Community-
Based Research Program provides graduate or 
undergraduate student assistance for applied 
research projects, program planning and 
development, program evaluation, and other 
short-term projects. Student assistantships are 
generally 10Ð20 hours per week for three to four 
months.  Deadline: Thursday, March 30.
For more information: www.cura.umn.edu/
Programs/ApplicationProcess.php

SENCER (Science Education for New  Civic 
Engagements and Responsibilities) invites 
nominations of courses and programs that teach 

STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics) content through the lens of 
complex and unsolved civic questions. 
Submissions are reviewed by members of the 
SENCER model advisory group, and selections 
are made according to the following criteria: 
successful integration of  science and non-
science content in syllabus and assignments; the 
quality and rigor of  science content conveyed; 
clarity of learning objectives and effectiveness of 
assignments in meeting those objectives. 
Nominations are accepted on a rolling basis. For 
more information, see www.sencer.net/
n o m i n a t e m o d e l s . c f m o r e m a i l 
eliza.reilly@sencer.net

Animating Democracy, a program of 
Americans for the Arts Institute for 
Community Development and the Arts, seeks 
to foster civic engagement through arts and 
cultural dialogue. It has published seven books 
recently examining the role of cultural 
institutions, highlighting the  best practices and 
outcomes from their endeavors, and identifying 
the challenges and complexities of arts-based 
public dialogue work.  For more information, see 
www.a r t susa .o rg /an ima t i ngdemoc racy /
reading_room/reading_004.asp or contact 
Michael del Vecchio at 202-371-2830 or 
mdelvecchio@artsusa.org.

Portland State University is pleased to invite 
you to the 6th International Service-Learning 
Research Conference, to be held in Portland, 
Oregon, October 14-16, 2006.  The theme for 
this year's conference is "From Passion to 
Objectivity:  International and Cross-disciplinary 
Perspectives on Service-Learning Research."

At this year's conference we want to continue to 
showcase current exemplary research on 
service-learning and engaged scholarship. We 
also want to encourage greater involvement from 
scholars from around the globe, as well as 
scholars from a variety of  disciplines who can 
contribute a variety of disciplinary frameworks 
and perspectives. 

Detailed information about the conference is 
available at:
   http://www.upa.pdx.edu/SLResearch06
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