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University of Minnesota Duluth
Edwin H. Eddy Lecture

Summer 2008
May 31, 2008

“Emergent Literacy for the Child With Autism:

The Building Block Model”

Featuring:

Susan Norwell M.S. Ed.

Strategies will be presented to give

participants the ability to:

1. Understand the difference between Building Blocks model

and the Four Block model of literacy.

2. Understand the importance of relationship development,

adapted supported reading and sound and letter play.

3. Understand the integral connection between literacy and

augmentative communication for the nonverbal child as well as

children with severe language issues.

4. Know how to use supported reading to establish

communication and interaction with young children with

disabilities.

5. Develop a working knowledge of the Building Block

components of: Concept and Vocabulary Development.

6. Understand the integral connection between literacy and

augmentative communication for the nonverbal child as well as

children with severe language issues.

7. Develop a working knowledge of the Building Block

components of: Print Awareness, Phonemic Awareness, Writing

and Letter Names and Sounds.

 8. Understand “tweaking” activities to make phonemic

awareness development successful for the nonverbal child.

           Saturday May 31st, 2008

                                8:30 am - 4:00 pm

   Sign-in and Late Registration:

8:00 a.m. on Saturday

Bohannon Hall 90

About the Keynote Speaker:

Susan Norwell M.S. Ed. has worked with a wide

array of students, including those with autism

spectrum, for the last 31 years.  She has spent the

last 19 years in private practice working primarily

with children on the autistic spectrum and girls who

have Rett Syndrome.  She is trained in “Greenspan’s

Floortimes” model and would consider herself a

relationship based educational specialist. She has

focused in the recent past on augmentative

communication, play and literacy for children on the

specturm especially those without verbal language.

She consults to various school districts on

successful inclusion of children with autism and has

presented workshops throughout the U.S. and

Canada.  Susan is a high-energy presenter whose

presentations are known for her broad knowledge

base as well as practical and creative ideas.

Abstract:

Play is often cited as the “work” of preschoolers. For

children with disabilities, play is often repetitive in

nature, lacking the true representational and

interactive quality of their more typical peers.  The

research of Drs. Greenspan and Wieder in regards to

the concept of “floortime,” whereby adults in

following a child’s lead and expanding upon it,

engage the child at an affective level in order to move

them though defined developmental stages, is both

compelling and well documented.  Having trained

with both Drs. Greenspan and Wieder, I began to

apply this relationship-based model to children with

little or no verbal language and yet was constatnly

challenged by the difficulty in incorporating

spontaneous play with children with limitied

commmuniation skills.  The question became, how

could I help children deveop more representational

play skills given their very limited communication,

interaction, motor planning and motor skills.  The

marriage of play and augmentative communication is

a difficult endeavor.  My Thematic Based Play Mats

were developed to help children develop more

representational play skills.
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Lecture Site
The lecture takes place at the University of Minnesota-
Duluth campus in Bohannon Hall, Room 90, on
Saturday May 31 from 8:30am - 4:00pm.  Directions
to the UMD campus and Bohannon 90 are as follows:
From Interstate 35, take 21st Avenue East. to
Woodland Avenue, then take a left on Saint Marie
Street.  From Saint Marie Street, take a left onto North
University Drive.  Turn right into Pay Lot G.  Enter the
building through Voss Kovach Hall.  Turn left down the
next main hallway posted as School of Business and
Economics.  Bohannon Hall 90 will be on your right.
A more detailed map may be sent upon request.  Signs
will be posted near campus and in buildings. Sign-in
and late  registration will  be Saturday morning at 8:00
am.  Please  be prompt.

Parking
Parking is available in LotG.  This is the closest parking
area to the lecture site.  Do NOT park in  the blue, red
and gold decal parking lots, or you will be towed.

REGISTRATION FORM

Summer 2008 Eddy Lecture

May 31, 2008

Featuring:

Susan Norwell M.S. Ed.

“Emergent Literacy for the Child With
Autism: The Building Block Model”

Name__________________________________
Address________________________________
City________________ State______ Zip______
Daytime Phone (       )_____________________
Email Address___________________________

Select One
____ General Registration           $40
____ Late Registration (after May 16)          $50
____ Full-time UMD students             no charge

If eligible for waived fee, check here______________

Return the registration form with a check
payable to the University of Minnesota Duluth

by May, 16 2008.

Amount enclosed $_______________________

Return to:

Department of Communication

Sciences and Disorders

221 Bohannon Hall

1207 Ordean Court

Duluth, MN  55812

Look for further information about this lecture and future
Eddy Lectures on our website at:  www.d.umn.edu/csd

Registration
To register, complete and return the registration form by
Friday May 16, 2008.  Registrations postmarked after
May 16, 2008 will require an additional $10 late fee.
Letters of confirmation will not be mailed.  For
additional information, contact Michelle Tessier at (218)
726-7974 or email mtessier@d.umn.edu or Abby Linder
at (218) 726-7307 or email linde305@d.umn.edu

If you have a letter stating a reduced fee status for this lecture,
please mark the “eligible for waived fee” portion of the registration

form.

ASHA CEU Information
The University of Minnesota Duluth is approved by the
Continuing Education Board of the American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) to offer continuing
education activities in speech-language pathology and
audiology.  This program is offered for .6 CEUs
(intermediate level, professional area).  ASHA approval of
CE provider status does not imply endorsement of course
content, specific products, or clinical procedures.
An annual ASHA CE Registry fee is required to register
ASHA CEUs.  ASHA CE Registry fees are paid by the
participant directly to the ASHA National Office.  The
annual ASHA CE Registry fee allows registration of an
unlimited number of ASHA CEUs for the calendar year.
Contact the ASHA CE  staff at (800) 498-2071, ext. 4219
for CE Registry fee subscription information.

UMD College Credit
This workshop can be taken for one-half (.5) credit through
UMD Continuing Education. It can be taken at the
undergraduate or graduate level for $42.50.  Registration
forms will be available at the workshop or you can register
over the phone by contacting Joanne Gerber at (218) 726-

6797.  The registration deadline is June 9th, 2008.

      Sponsored by
Edwin H. Eddy Foundation

Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders,
University of Minnesota Duluth

The Edwin H. Eddy Foundation is a  local organization established
by the late Edwin H. Eddy Jr., a longtime resident of the Duluth area.
Funding from the Eddy Foundation is used for research, education,
treatment, and rehabilitation in the fields of communicative disorders
and neuropathology.  The Eddy Foundation has provided generous
financial support to the Communication Sciences and Disorders
program at UMD in the form of scholarships, resource materials at
the Robert F. Pierce Speech-Language-Hearing Clinic, and the Eddy

Lecture Series.

Alternative formats for this publication and disability

accommodations for the lecture will be provided upon

request.  Please call (218) 726-7974, or TTY/TDD  (218)

726-6890.

Lodging
Rooms are available at the Best Western Edgewater
located at 2400 London Road, Duluth, MN 55812.  For
reservations, call 1-800-777-7925 by May 1, 2008.
Rooms are available for $89.00 a night.  Please call for
reservations as soon as possible due to other major
events in Duluth at this time.  All rooms are first come
first serve.  For other hotel information, please call the
Duluth Visitors Bureau at  1-800-438-5884.

Cost
Registration by Friday, May 16, 2008

$40 (non-refundable)
Registration after Friday, May 16, 2008

$50 (non-refundable)
Full-time UMD student

no charge
(Includes materials, refreshments and lunch)

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator

and employer.  The department reserves the right to cancel

any program that is not economically feasible.


