LS STEP Contact Information
LS STEP Program Director & Harp
Janell Lemire, 525-3598
Cell: 310-1425
E-mail: jlemire@d.umn.edu
UMD
Kathy LaPlante, secretary
726-7011
Violin
Stephen Baillie, 340-5997
Rachel McLaird, 218-316-1116
Viola & Violin
Laurie Bastian, 624-2476
Guitar
Jacob Jonker, 218-269-9665
Cello
Betsy Husby, 349-2399
Piano

Denise Lindquist,
2187358763
Piano Accompanist
Sharalee Maslowski 591-6305
Orchestra
Laura Kimmes, 482-3686

Parent Board
Co-Presidents

Joji Ginete, 727-3026
Kris Shimmin, 724-2455
Vice-President

open

Secretary

Lori Williams, 724 -4771
Treasurer

Liz Holliday, 525-2188
Instrument Exchange
open

Loan Fund

David Steininger, 724-4771
Newsletter

Sandy Rengo, 8782020

Shelly Chandler, 728-4410
Lauralyn Kliewer, 724-9704
Kirstin Leider, 525-3422
Molly Minkkinen, 834-7112
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Your family is invited to the annual LS-STEP Costume party on Tuesday,

& Fall Costume Pai

October 27t a t Our Saviorodéds Lutheran Church,

costumes, bring your instruments and your carved or decorated pumpkins for
the pumpkin contest. This year we are fortunate to have Terrence Smith join
us for a group folk dance. Terrence is a local musician who has been active in
the local dance community for 25 years. He has visited over 200 schools to
lead group dance activities for a variety of ages and abilities. In addition, he
plays the banjo, guitar, harmonica, Irish Bodhran, and tin whistle

4:007 4:30 All instruments play-in
4:307 5:30 Fun, music & dance with Terrence Smith
5:3071 6:00 Pizza

A donation will be collected to cover the cost of the party.
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N Community Day Sale

Pl ease mark your calendars for the
Saturday, November 14", LS-STEP is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
that participates in this annual event to help raise funds for teacher training,
hosting concerts and recitals, student activities such as the Costume Party,
and the 2010 Fall Festival. We can all help support these events and our
students by selling Community Day booklets for $5 1 our group retains the
entire $5 for each booklet sold. The booklet contains a $10 coupon plus
additional coupons for 20% savings, 30% early-bird savings, and bonus
offers. Coupon booklets will be available in group classes starting in
October. Thank you in advance for your support!

You
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New Parent Orientation

Parents of our new LS-STEP families attended 4 consecutive Monday night
meetings. LS-STEP staff rotated leadership roles. The teachers informed,
introduced, educated and taught parents about the philosophy, "hands on"
instruction and introduced them to multiple aspects of the Suzuki program. We
would like to thank the families who participated as our guest performers and their
families- Thank you so much for sharing your music and experiences!

Week 1 - Tori Thorson, violin, & mother Alyson

Week 2 - Madeline Brown, violin, & father Michael

Week 4 - Katie Carlson, guitar, & mother Stephanie; and Ariana & Gabriel
Shimmin, piano, & mother Kristine

Thank you all and hope you have a great year.

All the best to our new Suzuki families!

% Fr ok Hoxr bl

Welcome New

LS-STEP Students Only Practice on the
Violin Days you Eat!
Martyn” Mar i i Dahl (Debbie La
Harmony Fisher (Emily Fisher)
Finn Pearson (Mickey Pearson)
Nate Rengo (Todd & Sandy)
Eric Zhou (Jing Bai, Vebao Zhor)

The Teddy Bear Challenge (90 day
practice challenge) continues.
Please notify your instructor as you
successfully reach 90 consecutive
days of practice. The form for the
90 practice challenge can be
downloaded from the Suzuki
website (www.d.umn.edu/faa), click
on ASuzuki o, or requ
your teacher. Other prizes besides
teddy bears include Schmitt gift
cards and iTunes cards.

Piano

Arnaud Albuquerque (Sophie Ardenghi)
Mercedes & Curran Floerke (Sara)
Kate Gish (Lesa & David)

Arden Grim (Brenda & Mark)

Faith Hoffman (Nathan & Michelle)

Paul Kliewer (Lauralyn & John)

Ella Koos (Carol & Fletcher)

Have fun

Guitar practicing!

Emma & Hans Halstead (Corrina & Nathan)
Sam Winesett (Heather & Nathan)
Luke Hoffman (Nathan & Michelle)


http://www.d.umn.edu/faa

Summer F!ddlmsl

Submitted by Stephen Baillie

This July, | hosted summer fiddling classes on Tuesdays for violin, viola, and cello. We learned a
variety of tunes in different styles, including hoedowns and the blues. We also learned how to "back
each other up" by reading guitar chords.

We ended with a day-long workshop on July 30 with Brian Wicklund, the author of the American Fiddle
Method. Brian taught the students several specific techniques, including a percussive "chunk"
approach to backups and a system for remembering tunes easily. His encouraging, high-energy
teaching was much appreciated by the students and parents who attended and by myself!

The best part of the experience was the barn dance that finished our day - nearly 100 people attended!
Brian and the students provided the music, and we had a professional caller directing the dancers.
Everyone learned how to "dosey-do" and to "strip the willow", and | heard many times how much
people are looking forward to doing it again!

| have taught fiddle classes for four summers now, and | have been happy to see students catch the
"fiddle bug". Several students competed in regional fiddle contests this summer, taking home cash
prizes and happy memories. Fiddling contributes to a well-rounded musical education, and it keeps the
brain and fingers growing during the summer months. | am excited about what next year will bring!
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Suzuki Kids Odl and Abogl

Morley Heights Park Fundraiser submitted by Deanna Notaro

Thank you to Stephen Baillie and Rachel McLaird for leading the violins at the Fall Festival

Saturday, October 3. Thanks also to the parents who brought their kids to the event on a busy Saturday
and for your patience with last minute location changes due to the weather. The Fall Fundraising

Festival was originally scheduled to be held in Morley Heights Park which the fundraiser was for. Several
Suzuki families live within blocks of the park and have been involved in fundraising and helping to organize
the Fall Festival. The event was a success! Over 220 people attended and we raised nearly $3,000. We
have received lots of positive feedback about having the Suzuki students at the festival. Comments have
included: "We didn't know there was a music a program like that in Duluth." "Those kids playing violin were
amazing!" "Having the violin students added a | o

Morley Heights Park is a neighborhood built in 1920 by the Marshall Wells Hardware for its employees.
The square city block is a great green space with lots of potential. A committee of neighbors has been
working hard to rebuild the park, place a historical marker and replace the playground equipment (that was
torn out for safety reasons and not replaced) by Spring 2010. The city will match us up to $15,000 - we
have raised $6,000 so far! If you have any further questions or would like any more information Morley
Heights Park feel free to contact me, Deanna Notaro.

Murphy and my Mom (Sandy Williams- whom he calls "Nana") play tunes at
various nursing homes and assisted living homes. This picture was taken this
Summer just right before Murphy was scheduled for a baseball game. They

are playing "The Entertainer" by Scott Joplin. The residents enjoyed the

music (which also included Suzuki pieces), particularly with Murphy in his

baseball uniform - complete with the black stuff on his cheeks! It would have

been complete i f they had played " T ===

by Lori Williams.

Hi, my name is Claire. I played for fAShare the
variety of skits, musical numbers, speeches, etc. | placed 1%tin my age division. | decided to play my harp
for the Aperforming artso category. We are judge
aspects of performance, dress, composure, etc. So, when August came | went through the songs | knew
and decided to play Sonatina No. 2. | practiced every day | was home. Finally, judging day rolled around.

I brought my harp down to the fair with my other projects. When it was my turn | played for the judge and
anyone el se who was around. After | played | ans
played etc. She absolutely loved it and gave me the highest honor i a purple ribbon! | was awarded a trip

to compete at the State Fair. | played on the stage in the 4-H building. Before | played many said they
were so excited to hear me play because they hadn
had conference judging. The judge told me | dressed well for the piece. As soon as he saw my black and
white outfit, he knew it was going to be a classical piece. | liked that | walked up with authority and that |

kept my song the same pace the whole way through instead of getting faster and faster. He awarded me a
purple!

Itis fun to get awards and opportunities for playing. Itis also neat to give people an experience they
dondt often have and maybe inspire some new harpi

Thanks to Janell for all her faithful teaching in not only skills, but all aspects of performing.

Claire Gamble
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Guitar News!

By Jacob Jonker
Year Number Two

I'm very excited to be entering the second year of teaching Suzuki Guitar for LS-STEP. A big
thank you to all the parents and students who made that first year possible. You should consider
yourself pioneers! I'm also happy to say we have four new students this year, bringing our total to ten
guitarists! Let's work to double or triple that number!

Institutes

This summer | was lucky enough to attend two institutes: one in New Orleans and the other at
MacPhail Center for Music in Minneapolis. Both of them were full of great ideas, many of which I've
already implemented. | want to highly encourage my students to attend the MacPhail institute next
summer or another time in the future. Dave Madsen (with whom | did my Book 1 training) will be
returning and is always full of great feedback.

Gringo Star Guitar

Another Suzuki teacher | met at MacPhail was Brent Weaver. Brent has started a business
importing small scale guitars for Suzuki students. The guitars are hand-made in Paracho, Mexico. |
got to inspect several of them and they are of really high quality. Brent personally checks them all
before bringing them to Minnesota. | would highly recommend buying from Brent when it comes time
to get that next guitar. His site is www.gringostarguitar.com.

Duluth Guitarathon

I've been talking over the summer with several colleagues involved with the Minnesota Guitar
Society. The MGS is responsible for bringing lots of great concert guitarists to the Twin Cities, but they
also support local artists and want to expand their involvement to include Duluth, St. Cloud and
Rochester. One of the ways we' r e Gdtarathomp twhieg ei
guitarists put together a special concert. This would parallel the Youth Guitarathon which is already
held annually in the Twin Cities. | plan to keep working to get more MGS-sponsored events in the
Duluth Area.

Concerts!
I have three guitar-related concerts | want everyone to know about:

Friday, November 13" Jazz/classical guitarist David Rogers will be playing at Amazing Grace Bakery
and Cafe.

Tuesday, November 17t the Minneapolis Guitar Quartet will play at Pilgrim Congregational Church.
(This is a big one! Definitely do not miss it!)

Monday, February 22" | will be giving a recital in Weber Hall. Hope you can make it!

n ¢


http://www.gringostarguitar.com/
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The following article is a reprint from the LS-STEP Fall 2002 newsletter submitted by piano teacher,
Denise Lindquist when she attended the National SAA Conference held in Minneapolis in May,
2002.

Jeanne Luedke i The 10 Biggest Mistakes Parents Make in Teaching Their Children

1. Parents may not understand the importance of the pre-sound steps (bow, rest position, ready
position), which develop concentration and focus.

2. Parents may not understand the importance of developing rituals and habits (i.e. practicing,
listening); if it is ritualistic, it is accepted with less argument.

3. Parents may not have a clear vision and long term goals for their children. If you know why you
are doing this you can keep the BIG PICTURE in mind.

4. Parents may think children learn from being criticized. Criticism is cumbersome, inefficient and
demoralizing; instead, show the right way by playing or singing pitches, teach through touch and
demonstration.

5. Parents may give children too much decision making too early (i.e. asking a 3 year old if he
wants to take lessons or whether to practice daily). Children should not feel like an equal to the
parent in important decisions.

6. Parents may encourage children to be independent too early, which creates a lack of ability to
work together for a common good. Instead, helping children learn to do things will teach self
sufficiency.

7. Parents may think children should know what to do after one telling. Teach it over and over until
properly learned; they need time to internalize.

8. Parents may be too ambitious and wunrealistic
or get discouraged if progress is slow.

9. Parents may not address bad behavior. Be predictable in expecting good behavior.

10. Parents may not see the little miracles that happen every day. Step back once a day to

appreciate your child.

A Big Thank-Yo u é

é from our parentoji&olkrids pé esi

€To outgoing parent boa rGeert® rYeusid alveonderfulifol leadigg thdo n s ¢
parentboardi youdve | eft big shoes for us to fill!

€To our past parent board Treasurer Sue Pass f
good stewards of the money we earn. Thank you Liz Holliday for stepping up as our current
treasurer.

€To outgoing parent board member Dorothy Sayer 3
our grocery bagging and student playing fundraising activities.

€ T o Swerston for managing the instrument exchange program. After 10 years in Suzuki and 3
years chairing the instrument exchange you will be missed!

nt
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Dear Suzuki families,

(annyong haseyod good day/hello!) from Busan!

For those of you who do not know us, Ash played violin in the LS-STEP for three years and
piano in the community program for one year before our family moved to Korea last spring. We
wanted to write and | et you know how we are and wh
English at an international school here and Ash attends the school as well. Like Duluth, Busan is
a port city and though it is urban, we live near a mountain with trails, temples and a rocky waterfall
and creek. We are able to walk to most places we need to go, and can find most of what we need
in our neighborhood. The transition here has been a positive one, the new mixed with elements
that remind us fondly of home. The International community is wonderful, and the Korean people
exhibit such kindness and generosity; we have enjoyed making new friends from all over the
world.

Over his three years in music, we have seen Ash evolve emotionally and cognitively within the
Suzuki philosophy, and we plan on keeping the Suzuki spirit alive in our home as Ash continues to
play violin and piano. Though there is not a Suzuki program available to us here, music is
important at our school, which we are glad about. Ash takes lessons from Dr. Kim, our school 0:c¢
music teacher, who trained and played in Chicago for 10 years before returning to Korea to teach.
Naturally, there are differences in teaching style and method, and now, after about three months
of | essons, Ash and | have found a comfortabl e bal
Suzuki foundation. Ash still practices every day (a habit his teacher loves), and plays a Suzuki
song along with his assignment for each week. When we left last spring, Ash was excited about
what he was learning in late book 3 and early book 4, and so we have continued with that in
conjunction with his books from the new program.

Ash has grown up so much in the last five months! We feel fortunate to have the opportunity
to live and work abroad. Of course, with cultural and language differences, and distance from
family, there can be challenging moments, but we are learning and seeing new perspectives every
day, and this we love. Thank you for letting us share it with you here.

We hope that you are all well and have a wonderful year! Feel free to email us if you'd like:
awood33@gmail.com Take care! ~~ Andrea and Ash ~ 24 September 2009

Claire Sayers continues to
enjoy her summer hobby
of fiddling. On August 7th
she came home with
$250, taking second place
in the championship
division. She was most
satisfied with the fact that
her score improved 100
points from last year.

Ash in Korea


mailto:awood33@gmail.com

