
‘Clean “U” Up’‘Clean “U” Up’

•Rate Of Biodegradability:
•(Information provided by University of British Colombia)

•Cigarette butts              1-12 years

Plastic bags                 10-20 years

Aluminum cans         80-100 years

Glass Bottles             1 million years

Plastic bottles                      never!

Clean “U” Up history:
The campus litter initiative is 
part of a UMD comprehensive 
Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan to limit 
campus effects on our local 
water and it’s ecosystems.

How can you help our 
watersheds?

Join ‘adopt a campus’-
Take pride in a sector of 

school and clean it up during 
the year, e-mail UMD Storm 
water web page.

Put trash in proper 
receptacles.

Use cigarette urns.
Keep your car clean to help
prevent litter from exiting 

your car with you.
Maintain your car to prevent 

fluid leaks.
Walk, bus, ride your bike to 

reduce parking demand.
Report potential pollution 

problems to the UMD storm 
water web page.

For  more UMD storm water info check 
UMD’s Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Programs web page-
www.d.umn.edu/outreach/stormwater/ 

For more local stream info:

What are some of the problems What are some of the problems 
associated with litter?associated with litter?
1).  Litter is aesthetically 
displeasing.

2).  UMD is 
located in the 
headwaters of 
both Oregon 
and Tisher Creeks. 

UMD storm water flows across 
campus and into one of these 
streams, and eventually into Lake 
Superior. 

3).  Litter can clog storm sewers 
systems, which costs money to 
clean out.

4).  Litter can harm wildlife. 

5).   Some litter lasts forever. 

Local Streams Need Your Help!Local Streams Need Your Help!
What Can “U” do?What Can “U” do? What is a What is a watershedwatershed??

All land areas that drain 
toward a river, stream, or a lake.

You are always in a watershed, and
everything that happens on the land

in the watershed affects water quality!

““U” can make a difference. U” can make a difference. 
Our local streamsOur local streams
will thank you!will thank you!

www.duluthstreams.org
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