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Independent Study Policy of
the Political Science Department and
Guidelines for the Student

GENERAL POLICY

II.

I1I.

IV.

Independent Study, is offered in the Department’s programs as a service and opportunity

for students to:

A. Study and investigate some aspect of the discipline in greater breadth and/or depth
than is possible though regular courses.

B. Obtain credit for study and investigation in applied areas as an extension of regular
course offerings.

Independent Study is not provided:

A. as ameans of solving scheduling problems or conflicts resulting from poor planning;

B. as ameans to attempt to circumvent the core offerings of the Department or to avoid
taking a regularly scheduled offering which is appropriate to the student's program;

C. as ameans of solving scheduling problems or conflicts resulting from changes in
majors, minors or programs offered in other units of the University.

The Department will control registration for Independent Study by issuing overrides only
to students who have completed the preliminary steps defined below under "Guidelines
for Students."

To ensure the adequate advance planning that is so important to the successful
completion of this type of individual work, the Department asks that students complete
contract arrangements for the Independent Study in the semester prior to the one in
which the course will be taken.

GUIDELINES FOR STUDENTS

L

II.

I1I.

If interested in Independent Study, discuss the possibilities with the departmental faculty
member under whom you plan to work.

After you have defined the project and the steps necessary to executing and completing it
with the supervising faculty member, complete the "Independent Study Project" contract.

Give the completed contract to the supervising faculty member prior to registration in
order to secure an override number for the course. NO overrides will be issued without
the completed contract! (The completed contract is also necessary if the course is added
after the beginning of the semester through the regular drop-add process.)
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