What can I do with an International Studies major?



	GOVERNMENT

Public policy

Research

Peace Corps

Intelligence service

Foreign service 

Diplomacy

Translation/interpretation

Public affairs

Economic  affairs

Administrative affairs


	Federal and state government
	Complete an internship

Become involved in student government

Participate in cross-cultural groups/organizations

Develop skills in computers, statistics and data 

   analysis

Acquire foreign language competency 

Supplement curriculum with business courses

Learn federal and state job application procedures

Earn a graduate degree in political science or 

   public administration for advancement

	INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE

Translation/interpretation

Customs

Banking

Sales/customer services

Consulting

Imports/exports
	Banks, finance-related institutions

Import/export companies

Foreign firms operating in the U.S.

U.S. firms operating in foreign 

   countries

Retail/department stores
	Find out which companies do business with

   the countries in which your foreign language 

   of study is spoken

Consult resources such as the Directory of 

   Foreign Firms Operating in the U.S., 

   Directory of American Firms Operating in 

   Foreign Countries, and American Register

  of Exporters and Importers
Supplement coursework with business 

   classes



	TRAVEL AND TOURISM

Translation/interpretation

Airline services

Hospitality industry
	Tour companies

Travel agencies

Hotels, motels, restaurants

Airlines/airports

Cruise lines
	Get a part-time job in a hotel or restaurant 

   to gain experience

Spend some time aboard to learn the 

   traditions of fine dining, wines, etc.

Contact airline headquarters or call the 

   Future Aviation Professionals of America 

   (1-800-JET-JOBS) to find employment 

   opportunities

Plan to attend a travel school

Develop organization and computer skills



	LAW
Lawyer

Legal assistant

Paralegal
	Law firms

Corporations

State and local government

Private practice

Public interest agencies


	Develop research, writing, analytical, and 

   communication skills

Attend law school to earn Juris Doctor

Attend a specialized training program for 

   paralegals




	JOURNALISM

Editing

Reporting/research

Circulation

News programming

Sales
	Large circulation newspapers

Local newspapers

Wire services

Trade newspapers

Commercial and public TV and 

   radio stations
	Find summer/part-time work and internship

Minor in journalism

Gain skills in desktop publishing and 

   photography

Develop excellent grammar, verbal and 

   written skills

Serve on Statesman staff

Acquire foreign language competency

Get sales experience



	EDUCATION

Translation/interpretation

Teaching

Educational 

   administration

Civil service

Social work

Health services
	Hospitals

Religious and volunteer 

   organizations

International organizations

Law enforcement agencies

Social service agencies

Universities/colleges

Pre-schools

K-12 schools

Professional language schools

English language institutes


	Learn state licensure process for teaching

Develop superior written and oral 

   communication skills in the English 

   language including proper sentence 

   structure and comprehensive vocabulary

Hone foreign language skills

Be familiar with cultural base of your foreign

   language (literature, art, politics, etc.) as 

   well as with cultural traditions

Investigate teaching English in another 

   country

Plan to get a graduate degree to teach in 

   colleges or universities

Get experience by becoming a teaching 

   assistant or teacher’s aide

Volunteer with government programs such 

   as Peace Corps or VISTA



	HUMAN 

(SOCIO-ECONOMIC)
Economic development

Planning

Population

Transportation

Social sciences research

Policy research

Program development

Statistics
	Federal government including:

Central Intelligence Agency, Defense Mapping Agency, Bureau of Census, Department of State

Private business

Real estate developers

Corporations or companies in 

   insurance, environmental  work, 

   transportation, communications, 

   and international trade

Airline companies


	Learn federal government job application 

   process

Develop excellent communication skills

Obtain related experience

Acquire foreign language competency

Understand local language, history, 

   customs, and culture

Develop team work skills 

Become skilled in related computer 

   technology
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