April 6, 2011

To:         UMD Campus Community
From:     Council for Advancement of Student Learning (CASL)
Re:         Update on Assessment
 
Because you have been invited to a number of important forums this semester already, CASL has decided to provide an Assessment Update by mail and invite you to hear more in detail early next fall.  Two dates have been set to give everyone opportunity to participate:  September 14 and 15, 3:00 p.m.  Mark your calendars; more information will be sent prior to fall semester.  Here are the current highlights.
 
2009-10 Assessment Results
Congratulations to all programs that successfully completed assessment activities last year and reported results in October.  We are close to completing our meetings with all programs and will have a campus report posted on the web pages before end of semester.  
 
2010-11 Assessment Activities
We are now in the second year of the assessment cycle and all programs should be collecting data as indicated on assessment plans.  We will determine and announce an October 2011 deadline for reporting second-year results.  The focus of all assessment activity is improvement of student learning.
 
Liberal Education Assessment
The campus is in the process of implementation of the new liberal education program.  At the same time, CASL has been considering how assessment of liberal education will be conducted.  During 2011-12, we will conduct pilots for two of the ten categories:  Logic and Quantitative Reasoning, and Humanities.  Plans for the pilots will be the main agenda item for the September forum.  
 
CASL to be Re-vamped
As our campus work shifts from building a system to improving our assessment techniques, we will be revising the objectives of CASL and appointing members for the upcoming year.  
 
Assessment Web Pages
Just a reminder that all campus work related to assessment is maintained on the web, including minutes of CASL meetings.  http://www.d.umn.edu/vcaa/assessment/
 
-- 
Jackie Millslagle, Interim Vice Chancellor
Academic Support and Student Life
University of Minnesota Duluth
297 Darland Building
1049 University Drive
Duluth, MN   55812
Office:  218-726-7191
