April 24, 2008
The Department of Social Work offers a unique learning experience to our students each year.  Two learning circles are being offered for one credit each semester, as an elective.   

The learning circle is a positive and safe environment for directed discussions around issues related to cultural competence. Priscilla Day and Anne Tellett will co-facilitate the process, which will also include a focus on creating organizational and systems change.  This model has been designed for people who want to explore these topics in greater depth and who already have a good level of awareness around issues of systemic oppression, diversity and racism.   

Each learning circle will start fall semester and continue through the spring semester for one credit each semester.  Meetings will be held approximately twice a month for 3 hours each time, with the schedule for the sessions agreed on by the participants.  Participants will make a commitment to attend the sessions, read materials provided, keep a journal, attend community activities and participate in group discussion.  This course can be used as a Social Work elective and is likely to be useful in other classes you are taking.

The learning circle uses a variety of methods including guest speakers, experiential learning, and personal reflection to assist participants in moving through a developmental process of growth.  Previous participants reported significant shifts in their awareness and ability to work cross culturally.  

A pre-requisite for this course is previous completion of (or Fall 2008 registration in) SW 8100 - Social Work with Diverse Populations. If you are interested, please complete the attached application and return it to atellett@d.umn.edu or drop it off at the Department of Social Work in Anne Tellett’s mailbox. Please apply early as space is limited. Students will be notified of their acceptance within a few weeks of applying. We hope you will consider working with us over the upcoming academic year.

Sincerely,

Anne Tellett




Priscilla A. Day

Assistant Professor



Professor

UMD Department of Social Work

UMD Department of Social Work

Cross-cultural Exploration through Learning Circles
Student Application for 2008-2009
SW 5120 

Please answer the following questions, taking whatever space you need.

What appeals to you about participating in the learning circle?

Describe a cross-cultural problem you have identified and any steps you have taken to address it.

Why is addressing cultural competence important to you as a social worker?

List any training or education you have that is relevant to this course.

What do you hope to gain from participating in this course?

What else would you like us to know?


Space is limited, so please return this form at your earliest convenience

Your Contact Information


Phone:





Email:








Name:


  


How do you identify yourself?:














Pre-prerequisite


SW 8100 Social Work with Diverse Populations Fall ______________


					          (Semester taken or registered for)











