Module 9:  How to effectively seek help and ask questions (week 9)

Do you ever wonder why you do well on homework assignments, but not exams?  Taking the extra time to complete AND understand your weekly homework assignments will minimize panic time before exams.  If you know how to effectively seek help on a weekly basis, you can spend more time preparing for your test and going through problems yourself (instead of using those days to try to understand the material).

Tips:

· Before directly looking at your homework problems and telling yourself you can’t do them by yourself, look at the “how to do your homework” document.  Then, if you still need assistance, seek help from your instructor, tutor, classmate, or friend.
· When going to see your instructor or a tutor for help, make sure to be prepared.  Look over what material you need help on beforehand.
· DO NOT go ask for help on your assignment without looking at it or trying it first.
· Have specific questions ready.
· Try to avoid asking too many actual homework problems if you aren’t sure how to start.  Instead, ask similar questions in the book so you can do the homework problems yourself.
· If you do need to seek help on actual homework problems, be specific on where you get stuck.  Then, make sure to redo that problem yourself to make sure you understand it.
· In general, you should be seeking help to understand material (or clarify certain topics), not to get answers or to just complete the assignment.
· Remember, just getting answers won’t help you come test time!  
· Know that the answers to the odd problems are usually in the back of the book, so try some odds and check your answer before attempting the even ones (which are usually selected for homework problems).



Weekly assignment:

If you have questions on material, get them answered before starting your assignment and have specific questions prepare for whoever you ask.  If you do have questions on homework problems, make sure to redo the whole problem yourself after you ask.


Quiz (write your answers on the back of your week 9 entry in your journal):

1. Why do you think it is best to have specific questions ready when asking for help as opposed to something like, “I don’t know how to do #20”?
2. Why is it helpful to do the odd problems before doing any of the evens?
3. Any additional comments or questions from this week?

