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Reading Questions: Walter Ong’s Orality and Literacy, Chapters 1 and 2

Directions:

As you read, mark the text to help you locate key words, ideas, names, passages, and examples in the future. You will be expected to use the books in the exams, so you need to mark material when you read them.  
Write your own ideas, connections, and questions in the margins.  

Come in next time with specific passages and quotations marked and noted below to prepare you to answer the following questions:
Introduction 

1. What are some ways that studying the differences between oral, non-literate cultures and literate cultures revealing, according to Ong?  Revealing of what?  

2. What does Ong mean by “secondary orality” and what does it have to do with us today?  




3. Ong says that the difference between oral and literate cultures is not just a difference of skills but a difference of “mentality.” How does his use of the word “mentality” broaden the implications of these differences?  

Chapter One

1. What does Ong mean by the “orality of language”?   
2. What is “oral culture” and how is it different from “written culture”?
3. How does examining oral cultures help us understand written cultures?  
