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Reading Questions: Walter Ong’s Orality and Literacy, Chapters 1 and 2

Directions:

As you read, mark the text to help you locate key words, ideas, names, passages, and examples in the future. You will be expected to use the books in the exams, so you need to mark material when you read them.  
Write your own ideas, connections, and questions in the margins.  

Use techniques of Active Reading as discussed in class.  

Come in next time with specific passages and quotations marked and noted below to prepare you to answer the following questions:
Chapter One

1. What does Ong mean by the “orality of language”?   
2. What is “oral culture” and how is it different from “written culture”?

3. How does examining oral cultures help us understand written cultures?  
Chapter Two

4. What is “The Homeric Question” and why is it significant in understanding the differences between oral and written (that is, chirographic) culture?

5. What was Milman Parry’s discovery concerning Homer’s Illiad and the Odyssey?  

6. How does the oral tradition define “great poetry” differently from the ways written cultures do?  

7. How have the “prejudices” of literate (written) culture made it more difficult for us to understand Homer and ancient, oral tradition from which he emerges?  

