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Reading Questions: Walter Ong’s Orality and Literacy, Chapter 3
Directions:

Use the techniques of active reading to mark the text and help you locate key words, ideas, names, passages, and examples in the future. You will be expected to use the books in the exams, so you need to mark material when you read them.  

1. Dichotomies of Oral and Literate Expression

Ong presents a number of dichotomies (i.e., binaries, oppositions) that help distinguish oral from literate expression.  Mark the ones you think are most revealing of these differences, and come in prepared to discuss why you chose them.   Choose one that you think is most surprising or interesting and discuss why you think so.  
2. Dichotomies of Sight and Sound
Ong also explores a number of dichotomies that distinguish the “psychodynamics” of sight vs. sound. What are these and how are they help us understand the differences between orality and literacy? 
3. Past and Present, Oral and Literate

According to Ong, oral cultures have a different relationship to the past than do literate cultures.  What are those differences, how do they change memory itself, and how do the differences in understanding the past result from oral vs. literate practices?  
