WRIT 1506

Craig Stroupe

Preparation Sheet: Jürgen Habermas’s 

“1. Introduction: A Preliminary Demarcation…”
Answer both questions in a total of 500 words, double spaced.  

1. Habermas uses the ordinary words like “publicity,” “representation,” and “public sphere” and “social,” but means them in particular ways, as in the phrase “the publicity of representation.”  As you read, make note of statements and passages that help you understand these particular meanings.  Explain how at least two of these four words are central to the story Habermas is telling.  

2.  Habermas is telling the story of “The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere” (the title of his book).  In doing so, he’s helping us fill in a gap on the right side of the room-wide time-line of history we’ve been using since the first day.   But what does “literacy” and “technology” have to do with the changes that Habermas is describing?  
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