WRIT 1506





YOUR NAME: 
Craig Stroupe

Preparation Sheet: 
Immanuel Kant’s “What is Enlightenment?”
Number the paragraphs in your printed essay.  

Come in with notes on possible answers to the following.  (You do not need to answer in sentences and paragraphs, but your notes should help prepare you to answer in class.)   
Be sure to cite paragraph numbers for specifics from Kant that help you answer each of the following questions.  

1. According to Kant, what is enlightenment?  What stands in the way of enlightenment? 

2. Which is more likely in Kant’s opinion, individual enlightenment or public enlightenment?  Why?  Politically and socially speaking, how will public enlightenment be achieved?

3.   How does Kant distinguish between private and public uses of reason?  What does this have to do with enlightenment?  

4.  Consider: Kant is writing in 1789, on the cusp between the 18th-century “Age of Reason” and the advent of the Romantic Era.  

In what ways is Kant being Romantic in his vision of self and society, and his assumptions about human development and social progress?  Kant is one of the philosophers that Marx’s materialist approach was reacting against.  What ideas from Kant (the Romantic-era philosopher) would Marx (the realist-era philosopher) disagree with?   Why?  
