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Viewing Guide: The Machine that Made Us
Directions:

As you watch the film, make notes in the spaces below to help you remember details and ideas for answering the following three questions.  

1. How Technological Change Happens
What social, economic, intellectual, or technological conditions made Gutenberg’s invention of the printing press possible?  
2.  Parallels to the Present Day 
Stephen Fry often compares Gutenberg’s world to our present day, suggesting how the invention of the printing press in the 1440s marks the dawn of “modernity.”   What are some perhaps surprising parallels between the story of Gutenberg and the ways things work in our own time?  
3. Made Us What?  

The title of the film is “The Machine that Made Us.”  What values, beliefs, characteristics, or ideologies characterize “us,” according to the film?  How does the show define a “typographic” us (corresponding perhaps to the ways that Ong defines an oral or literate “us”)?  Be sure to note which details from the video prompted any generalizations you make.  

