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Viewing Guide: The Machine that Made Us
Directions:

As you watch the film, make notes in the spaces below to help you remember details and ideas for answering the following three questions.  

1. How Change Happens
What social, economic, and technological conditions made Gutenberg’s invention of the printing press possible?  
2.  Made Us What?  

The title of the film is “The Machine that Made Us.”  What values, beliefs, characteristics, or ideologies characterize “us,” according to the film?   How does the show define a “typographic” us (perhaps parallel to how Ong defines the oral “them”)?  Be sure to support all your answers with details from the film.
3.  Does the Container Determine the Content? 
This film is an example of a type of celebrity-hosted, popular history program frequently seen on television (especially cable)—as well as what Ong calls “secondary orality” (11).   If Ong is right that “writing restructures consciousness,” maybe television has also restructured consciousness: our sense of self, our sense of time, or society, and of history.  

What are the characteristics of this form (the “genre” of popular television history) which you see in The Machine That Made Us?   How does this format shape the content and the story it tells?   In what ways do these kinds of shows tend to present the same story or plot, the same kind of central characters, the same view of society?  How does the television medium determine the kinds of information and stories the producers feature, as well as the kinds of information or ideas that they leave out or gloss over? 
