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Tropics of Discourse, Introduction

1. Discourse

What does White mean by the term “discourse”?  What is the relationship of discourse to the factual world and to “logic”? 

2. Tropic (trope)  

What does White mean by the term “tropic” or “trope”?  What is the relationship of tropics or tropes to his concept of “discourse”?   How do tropics/tropes function in the making of meaning in writing, especially in factual or realistic writing?  

3. From Strange to Familiar (Life on Mars)

Summarize the four-step process that White describes by which “discourse” enables us to make things that are unfamiliar or “uncanny” familiar and useful.  Try coming up with your own, specific example of a “consciousness” following these steps of understanding something that is initially new or unfamiliar.  
4. Social Science

According to White, how are the social sciences (like history) different from the physical sciences?  What relevance does White's work have to the practices of history and social science?  

