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American Classic

Louis Simpson

It’s a classic American scene(
a car stopped off the road

and a man trying to repair it.  

The woman who stays in the car

in the classic American scene

stares back at the freeway traffic.  

They look surprised, and ashamed

to be so helpless…

let down in the middle of the road!

To think that their car would do this!

They look like mountain people

whose son has gone against the law.  

But every night they set out food

and the robber goes skulking back to the trees.

That’s how it is with the car…

it’s theirs, they’re stuck with it. 

Now they know what it’s like to sit

and see the world go whizzing by.  

In the fume of carbon monoxide and dust

they are not such good Americans

as they thought they were.  

The feeling of being left out

through no fault of their own, is common.  

That’s why I say, an American classic.  

