WRIT 4250

Craig Stroupe

Preparation Questions: 
Lev Manovich’s Chapter 3, “The Operations” (Part 1)
Directions:

Read the assigned pages with the following questions in mind, and do the following:

1. Mark terms, phrases, and passages that seem important or interesting. 

2. Use question marks in the margins where Manovich seems to be saying something important that you don’t understand, or that seems wrong or backward.  

3. Write notes (a word or two might be enough) to yourself in the margins when you think of examples or other ideas that help answer these questions.  

4. If you can make connections between what Manovich says on different pages of the book, write something like “see 59” in the margin so you can find the connection later.  

Below, write at least two page numbers for passages that help answer each question.  If two separate passages appear on the same page, you can distinguish them by indicating how far down the page each is using a decimal point (e.g., “59.3” for a third of the way down page 59).  

1. Two Operations

In our reading for today, Manovich describes two of the three key operations of new media: selection and compositing.  What defines these two operations, and how do they inevitably result from the five defining principles of new media we talked about in Chapter 1?  

2. Compositing

How are the aesthetics of new-media “compositing” different from composing a film using montage, or a composing novel using scenes, chapters, flashbacks, and other narrative techniques?  

3. The Tyranny of Understanding

Find and mark three statements that aren’t clear to you, that seem wrong or backward, or that seem to contradict one another.  Consider that identifying these might be the keys for unlocking a fuller understanding of the text.  

4. Why Does It Matter?

According to Manovich, what effects do the operations of new media have on cultural categories like authorship, imagination, creativity, individual vision, critical reading, etc.?  

