WRIT 4260/5260

Stroupe

Discussion: Tufte’s Chapter 2
Write page numbers and make notes for discussion in class.  
1. Key Terms to Define

Define and explain the significance of these two terms using passage and visual examples from Tufte’s chapter.   Write down the page numbers for each.  

A. chart junk
B. aggregations

2. Phrases to Interpret and Apply 

Find the following phrases that appear in the reading, write down the page numbers, explain their significance, and apply your explanations to a visual example from the chapter.  

A. “descriptive narration is not causal explanation”
B. “multivariate nature of analytic problems”
C. “numbers become evidence by being in relation to” 
3. Short Answers

A. When John Snow created a graphic to solve the mystery of the 1854 cholera outbreak in London, which variable was more important to include: time or location?  Why?  How is this importance reflected in Snow’s map?  
B. At the end of the chapter, Tufte summarizes his advice in six principles.  List these principles and give an example of each being realized or ignored from the chapter.  Include page numbers for each.  
4. Point and Explain
A. On the chart at the top of page 45, point to where the dot would go on the scatterplot graph to mark the amount of probable O-ring damage at 29 degrees (if we extrapolate from the dots included).  What is the significance of 29 degrees and the location of this dot?  How might this dot have saved peoples’ lives?  
