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Name:
Checklist: Visualized Data Project


	Criteria
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	1: the extent to which the project visually interprets, explains, or illustrates a revealing set of data
	
	
	
	
	

	2: that topic is complex or difficult enough genuinely to require an explanation that speaks to the needs or interests of an actual audience: giving directions, revealing causes, showing the relationship of elements for improved understanding, planning, or use
	
	
	
	
	

	3: the extent it reveals the dynamic and meaningful relations of variables, causes, considerations, or stages which make significant comparisons visually apparent.
	
	
	
	
	

	4: the degree to which these comparisons or relations are purposeful, presenting a thoughtful argument, telling a revealing story, or making a substantive point.
	
	
	
	
	

	5: how well a short introduction effectively explains the contents and purpose of the graphic, as well as suggesting whom this graphic is intended for and why
	
	
	
	
	

	6: the degree to which the graphic(s) help the audience see layers of information: multiple variables or subtle techniques.
	
	
	
	
	

	7: the extent that the graphic(s) communicate quantities--that is, include numbers, distances, times, etc. as appropriate
	
	
	
	
	

	8: that the project effectively uses Tufte's techniques of quantification, which include direct labels, encodings and self representing scales (page 13)
	
	
	
	
	

	9: whether or not the variables include 20 data points (10 instances of 2 variables, for instance)
	
	
	
	
	

	10: whether all quantities are repeated in a table for easy reference, and that the sources of the data are documented clearly
	
	
	
	
	

	11: how well presented and maintained the sense of time, sequence, or cause-and-effect is
	
	
	
	
	

	12: how thoughtfully the project is analyzed in a in a formal, well-written, grammatically correct commentary of at least 500 words (about 2 double-spaced pages), speaking to the criteria above
	
	
	
	
	

	13:  how well the commentary compares the project's purpose and method with at least two of the examples of visualized data discussed in class, either in print or online (including those your classmates found and included in the online forums)
	
	
	
	
	

	14:  that the commentary thoughtfully employs--and elaborates its use of--the critical vocabulary from Tufte or from other class materials at least four times. The use of these terms should be productive and seem natural, rather than forced and mechanical. Please format these critical terms in bold.
	
	
	
	
	

	15:  whether all outside references in the commentary--including online ones--are correctly cited using MLA-style in-text citation format and bibliographic documentation at the end of the commentary
	
	
	
	
	


4. Exemplary results in this category.  This project would serve as a publishable model for what this assignment, and this class, is intended to teach.  

3. Excellent results that provide a worthy example for other students in the class.   

2. Good, solid work in this category with further opportunities for development
1. Effort is evident here, though results are not sufficiently realized or carried out   

0. Results marginal, or not evident or explicit
Class Rank           _________
Percentage Grade _________

