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Open this Word file and type your answers below each item.  If working in some other digital format, be sure to label your answers with the question numbers. 
1. Virtual and Physical
In the ‘90s, we as a culture were interested in understanding the unique nature of the virtual world growing inside our computers.  Writers and researchers investigated the consequences of “being digital” for identity, politics, culture, etc.  In the present decade, there has been a growing awareness that the virtual and physical worlds were developing an important relationship.   The story of Facebook exemplifies that developing relationship and its consequences.  

From our reading, list three instances, including page numbers, where this relationship of the virtual and physical comes into play.  For one of them, write a substantive sentence describing how the passage characterizes this virtual/physical distinction, either as a dramatic or moral tension, as a complementary relationship, or as something in between.  

2. Inside, Outside, Noside 

Exclusivity is a theme in this book.  Harvard is an exclusive place, with many even more exclusive enclaves within it.  Social “circles” or networks are exclusive.  We could even say that the college experience itself is essentially an effort to transform yourself from outsider to insider.  

From our reading, note three instances where the distinction of inside/outside comes into play, either dramatically or thematically.  Provide a short, descriptive phrase and page number for each.  

For one instance, write a brief paragraph saying whether the story suggests that the development of virtual networks (whether social or technical) changes the inside/outside dichotomies of physical life, or whether these digital networks perpetuate them.  

3. The Crimson as a Character
It’s interesting how The Crimson newspaper functions a character in this book.  The role of The Crimson gives us an opportunity to think about the relationship of new, digital media with “old,” print media.  List two instances of the newspaper’s appearance in the story.  How would you characterize the role(whether dramatic, social, moral, and/or political(of The Crimson in this book?  

