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Reading Guide: 
Anderson’s The Long Tail
Open this Word file and type your answers below each item.  If working in some other digital format, label your answers with section number and item letter. 
1. The Long Tail
Anderson never explicitly defines what “the long tail” is.  Try writing a one-sentence definition.  Where possible, use words or wording from Anderson and, at the end of the sentence, parenthetically include page numbers where you found the words.  
2. Advantages 

What advantages does Anderson describe (or suggest) to the Long Tail effect?  These advantages might be personal, economic, personal, culture, political, etc.  Quote and cite the page numbers of key terms or passages.  
3. Disadvantages or Problems
What disadvantages or problems does Anderson describe (or suggest) to the Long Tail effect?  Do any disadvantages occur to you that Anderson doesn’t raise?  As above, these disadvantages might be personal, economic, personal, culture, political, etc.  Quote and cite the page numbers of key terms or passages.  
4. The Long Tail and Facebook
Does the Long Tail Effect have any social consequences when applied to relationships rather than products?  Write a short paragraph that attempts to connect a passage from Anderson to a passage from Accidental Billionaires to identify this possible social consequence.  

