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From	Walter	Pater’s	
The	Renaissance:	Studies	in	Art	and	Literature	

(1873)	
	
From	“Conclusion”:	
	
…The	service	of	philosophy,	of	speculative	culture,	towards	the	human	spirit,	is	to	
rouse,	to	startle	it	to	a	life	of	constant	and	eager	observation.	Every	moment	some	
form	grows	perfect	in	hand	or	face;	some	tone	on	the	hills	or	the	sea	is	choicer	than	
the	rest;	some	mood	of	passion	or	insight	or	intellectual	excitement	is	irresistibly	
real	and	attractive	to	us,	—	for	that	moment	only.	Not	the	fruit	of	experience,	but	
experience	itself,	is	the	end.	A	counted	number	of	pulses	only	is	given	to	us	of	a	
variegated,	dramatic	life.	How	may	we	see	in	them	all	that	is	to	seen	in	them	by	the	
finest	senses?	How	shall	we	pass	most	swiftly	from	point	to	point,	and	be	present	
always	at	the	focus	where	the	greatest	number	of	vital	forces	unite	in	their	purest	
energy?	
	
To	burn	always	with	this	hard,	gemlike	flame,	to	maintain	this	ecstasy,	is	success	in	
life.	In	a	sense	it	might	even	be	said	that	our	failure	is	to	form	habits:	for,	after	all,	
habit	is	relative	to	a	[236/237]	stereotyped	world,	and	meantime	it	is	only	the	
roughness	of	the	eye	that	makes	any	two	persons,	things,	situations,	seem	alike….	
	
	
From	“The	School	of	Giorgione”	
	
All	art	constantly	aspires	towards	the	condition	of	music.	For	while	in	all	other	kinds	
of	art	it	is	possible	to	distinguish	the	matter	from	the	form,	and	the	understanding	
can	always	make	this	distinction,	yet	it	is	the	constant	effort	of	art	to	obliterate	it.	
That	the	mere	matter	of	a	poem,	for	instance,	its	subject,	namely,	its	given	incidents	
or	situation	—	that	the	mere	matter	of	a	picture,	the	actual	circumstances	of	an	
event,	the	actual	topography	of	a	landscape	—	should	be	nothing	without	the	form,	
the	spirit,	of	the	handling,	that	this	form,	this	mode	of	handling,	should	become	an	
end	in	itself,	should	penetrate	every	part	of	the	matter:	this	is	what	all	art	constantly	
strives	after,	and	achieves	in	different	degrees.	
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