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Beginning Banner Techniques (Photoshop)
	What to do
	How to do it
	

	1. Download the image “richlighthouse.jpg” from our Web site a folder on your class (not “www”) folder.  You might want to save it in a new folder called “banner”  
	In your Web browser, click the image link to see the picture

Right-click on the image on the screen

from the right-click menu, choose “Save Image As…” and browse to your class folder (not your www folder!) to save the downloaded image.  
	

	2. Open that image in Photoshop
	Choose File > Open

Navigate to your class folder 
	

	3. View the image at 100%
	Select View > Actual Pixels


	

	4. Create a working version of the image to edit called “banner.psd,” preserving the original version that you downloaded
	File > Save As

Choose “Photoshop” from format drop-down menu

Name the file “banner.psd”

Save in your “non www” folder

Keep all “.psd” images out of your “www” folder since Photoshop documents are not Web compatible, and often are extremely large files that will max out the space UMD gives you in your “www” folder on the server.  


	

	5. Adjust the brightness and contrast of the image
	Choose Image > Adjustments > Brightness/Contrast

Move the sliders and watch the image change

When you have the look you want, click OK
	

	6. Crop the image…


	Choose the Marquee Tool

If necessary, set the proportions of the crop selection you’ll make by 

1. Looking in the Tool Palette at the top of the workspace. 

2. Opening the “Style” drop-down menu

3. Choosing “Fixed Aspect Ratio”

4. To the right of that menu, enter width and height values in pixels for the banner size you need.  

Drag diagonally on the image to select area you want to keep

Image > Crop
	Suggestions: 

to compose the image with open spaces to put in the text of your banner

to create a shape much like the banner at the top of the class Web site (don’t worry about size right now)
	

	7. Change dimensions of the banner 
	Choose Image > Image Size

Type in values for the width and height
	Note: by default, Photoshop will “constrain the proportions” (that is, when you change the height, the width with change accordingly.
	

	8. Type your name 
	choose Type Tool

click on image

type name
	

	9. Format the color, font, etc. of your name
	Highlight name and adjust formatting using Options Palette and the Character Palette: font, color, size, kerning (space between letter)
	

	10. Position your name so you like the look of it in relation to the graphic behind it


	Choose Move Tool 

Drag the text to reposition it as needed
	

	11. Follow your manual’s directions of inserting images into a page using Dreamweaver 

OR

Optimize and save a final version of the file for the Web called “banner.jpg” to the “assets” or “images” folder inside your project’s main folder.    
	See your manual

Save the optimized image as banner.jpg

File > Save for Web

In the “Save for the Web” window, choose the “Optimized” tab at the top

On the right, look for the “Preset” drop-down menu and open it.  

Choose “JPG Medium”

Click “Save”

With the “Saved Optimized As” box, navigate to the “assets” or “images” folder inside your project’s main folder.    

At the bottom, name the file “banner.jpg”

Click “Save”


	

	12. Check the image with your browser.  
	Open your Web browser. 

Choose File > Open

Be sure the “Files of type” menu at the bottom is set for “All Files”

Click the “Browser” button and navigate to the file “banner.jpg”

Click “Open”

In the “Open” window, click “OK”

You should see your image in the browser window.  This tells you for sure it’s saved in a Web-ready format.  
	

	13. Make revisions and fixes and save again. 
	File > Save


	


