EdSe 4214  / The Annotated Bibliography
Creating annotated bibliographies may serve the following objectives:

1)  Building a list of teacher “desk resources” for teacher development and lesson-planning.

2)  Modeling literacy / reading for your learners 

3)  Developing resources for introducing students to good books

4)  Understanding the process of a level of reading called ‘book inspection’ (Adler and Van Doren).

5)  Understanding and reviewing the notion of ‘conventions of print’ as it relates to reading.

6)  Analyzing Grade level appropriateness for reading texts.

7)  Awareness of censorship issues

8)  Developing skills in academic writing, citation, and text-based writing (citation).
For four of choices ( see below), complete annotated bibliographies.

They should contain proper citation, a summary, and an analysis of pedagogical purpose. Create a professional-looking bibliographic document with the following elements:

1. Correct Bibliographic form (APA or MLA acceptable)

2. An accurate summary of paraphrase that describes the book, its genre, its content, and the author, if relevant to summary.

3. An indication of the uses of this text in schools – grade level, subject area(s), difficulty, types of vocabulary, etc.

4. Reflection on possible instructional use in your classroom.

______________________________________________________________________________
Annotated Bibliography #1 / “A Good Read”

Create an annotated bibliography for the text that is ‘good read’ for a learner in your classroom.  This would typically be a trade book that addresses a theme, topic, or people within your subject area.  You would recommend it to a reader who is a student in your classroom.    

Annotated Bibliography #2 / Subject Area Resource Book

A ‘teacher-centered’ resource that you will use actively in your classroom.  This is a book which you will regularly ‘dip into,’ in support of lessons, media, and background information.

Annotated Bibliography #3 / Social Justice Theme Book

Find an interesting read for teachers and/or students about a social justice topic that could inform your teaching, pedagogy, subject area, or otherwise serve to enlighten students.  Sample topics could include poverty, discrimination, literacy, the environment, race, war, access to education, and so forth.
Annotated Bibliography #4 /  Non-fiction, Informational Book.

Find an interesting book for learners at a particular grade level that treats a topic in informational, biographical, or factual terms.  This might very well be close to your subject area.

Annotated Bibliography #5 / Award Winning Book

Find and review an award winning book from within the various categories of awards:

Newbery, Caldecott, Orbus Pictus, Prinz, etc.  

______________________________________________________________________________

Student Sample:

Staples, Suzanne. Under the Persimmon Tree. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005. 3-270.

Suzanne Fisher Staples writes a fictional story of a young Afghan girl living in Pakistan from 2001-2002.  Though the story is fictional, it is based on recent historic events and tied actual events into the book.  The book contains perspectives from Americans, Afghans and Pakistanis.  

While any age group over twelve years old could read this book, it is not recommended for younger children, due to mature subject matter.  The book lends itself to themes of history, geography, ethnic conflict, and current events, including social justice topics related to refugees.

This text would lend itself to classroom simulations, role-plays, or teacher read-alouds in support of other teaching materials.  

You may use a bookstore, the UMD library, the Duluth Public Library, or an online resource to complete your bibliography.  You should review materials so that you can make an intelligent summary and pedagogical statement.  Under no circumstances should you merely copy text from sources.  As necessary, cite with APA or MLA format.
The OWL Website at Purdue has valuable skills information for annotated bibliographies.
