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Teaching Reading

Literacy Journal #1/ Your History with Literacy
· Describe, Analyze, and Reflect on the following topics:  

· Your earliest memories, 

· Your early experiences with literacy, 

· Your development with literacy through schooling, 
· Expressive and Transactional experiences of Literacy
· Your content area literacy,

· Any workplace or ‘professional’ literacy you feel you have developed.  

· How does all of this bear on your teaching candidacy at this point?

· Apply and use some terms from our reading as appropriate
Literacy Journal #2 /  The Process of Reading
Examine the process of reading.  Use concepts, terms, and understandings gleaned from our first several readings to ‘flesh’ out an essay about the reading process.  

Things your essay might well consider:

1) Your prior knowledge about the reading process

2) The process of semiosis (making meaning)

3) Any science about the ‘reading brain’ that you’ve learned

4) What teachers might do to facilitate the process

Readings may include all assigned to course end.
Literacy Journal #3 Freedom Writers and Pedagogy
Answer one of the following questions.

In Freedom Writers, Erin Gruwell develops an adolescent literature pedagogy in response to the needs of her students.  Describe her teaching using a few relevant examples.  How is this an example of what some would call “authentic pedagogy?”  How does it reflect the attitudes, arguments, and examples of our textbook by Beach and Appleman?  What are the strengths and limitations of this approach?

Freedom Writers depicts two pedagogies in conflict.  What makes for conflict between traditional pedagogy and Gruwell’s student-centered pedagogy?  Beach and Appleman argue for a student-centered pedagogy.  Does it always work, and what might recommend more traditional pedagogy, or at least a “middle road.”

One prominent educational leader, David Steiner, has argued that Freedom Writers is another instance wherein Hollywood presents us with heroic teacher models while neglecting ‘real’ issues.  Debate this point.  I hope you will join Steiner (and me) in recognizing that films give us powerful societal images of teaching, images that we must consider carefully. EdSe 4120

Literacy Journal #4 / Reading Strategy Lesson Plan

Students will design a lesson plan that includes a combination of teaching reading strategies.  Also appropriate:  vocabulary development, terminology, classroom environment enrichment through texts, teacher text collection, reading circles, etc.  You decide.  You may certainly use a lesson from your previous work, and make any suitable adjustments.  You may also ‘model’ a lesson that your cooperating teacher(s) have employed.  Efficient use of prior work is encouraged, as long as it reflects a new ‘reading emphasis.’ 

Scope:  Students should limit the lesson planning to a 1-2 periods of instruction.

Topics:  Any topic related to 5-12 education, but preferably one related to the content area in which candidates will teach. 

· Topics should address identifiable standards at either a state or national level. Lessons should include one or more reading strategies that are carefully matched to the content-area lesson.

· Strategies should be defensible on both a theoretical and practical level;  that is, they should be good pedagogy for the lesson, and practicable within the time frame and course structure.  

Design:  Students are encouraged to employ relevant Wiggins and McTighe models for effective curricular design.  Not all students have used this model, however. See below.

Format:  Students may use lesson plan formats with which they are comfortable.  However, lessons should demonstrate specific reading strategies, vocabulary study, and description of desired student understandings as modeled by Wiggins and McTighe.

Timeline:  

· Students will produce a rough draft during week of April 7-11 of classroom instruction.  Students will revise this draft after spending time at the practicum site.  

· The revised draft will be shared with the instructor electronically during practicum. 

· A final draft is due during the final exam week. Due Week 16.
Candidates will review and employ a Peer Feedback assessment and STEP Lesson Planning Rubric as self-assessments in this journal entry.

Literacy Journal #5 /  Critical Reflection about the Teaching of Literacy  

Critical reflection:  Students will reflect on their lesson planning, their observation of students, and their work with a cooperating teacher.  This reflection should follow the finalized lesson plan. 2-3 pp. double-spaced, with thoughtful reflection and professional presentation (grammar, paragraphing, spelling, and etc.).

Questions to address might include:  Am I witnessing the teaching of reading in this classroom?  How often, and in what ways?  What changes do I need to make to my lesson planning to have it work well, if any?  Am I working with students in ways that help them read?  Why or why not?  Are there ways I can contribute my literacy education skills to this classroom, or others?   How have I been surprised by literacy issues at my practicum site?  What are examples of diverse learners in my classroom, and how does that affect literacy?  What has been validated (proven true)?  To what extent is literacy a part of my teaching philosophy, and how so?  Other topics?

Note:  Student essays should flow from the reflections of the candidate.  They should not be a list in response to the previous questions.

All Journal Entries are due during the week of Final Examinations.  They will be assessed according to an overall Literacy Journal Rubric.

Practicum Journal / Peer Feedback Worksheet

1)  How is the journal organized?  Is there a clear schema of organization, with labels, titles, or chronology functioning to create an understandable structure?

2) Do the entries create some context for the reader?  What is the class?  Who are the students?  What lesson is in play?  Is more information necessary for the reader?

3) Identify at least three examples of “Beers” textbook practices examined within entries.

4)  Are the examples (above) from a sampling of the text, as intended, or do they represent only a small facet of our text?  Hint:  some students want to say “Do a K-W-L Chart….” in response to every reading situation. Avoid this.
5)  Is the overall effect of the entries in favor of effective teaching of reading? How does the writer make this point?  If it is not adequately made, what is needed to strengthen the argument?

6)  Ted Sizer argues that the common denominator of “public literacy” is a huge force that can simply overwhelm educators if they are not thinking about what it means to teach varieties of literacy.  What do you think he means by this?  Hint:  what does it mean to teach your subject well?  Could the journal you are reading be an educator’s response to this particular literacy challenge?  How so?

