My name is Michael Brien Freeman (and yes Brien with an ‘e’). I am 20 years old and currently in my junior year of my Mechanical Engineering degree. I was born in Joliet, Illinois (near Chicago) and I lived there until 1989. Then I lived in Papillion, Nebraska (near Omaha) until 1993. Then we moved to Brainerd, Minnesota and have lived there ever since. I live in Duluth during the school year, and then go back to Brainerd for breaks. 
When I got out of high school, I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do. I really wasn’t committed to any particular major, and I really didn’t want to move away from home, so I decided to go to Central Lakes College and enroll in the two year Pre-Engineering program that they had. It definitely had its ups and downs. The math classes that I took gave me a thorough understanding of the material, but from some of the other classes, I found something lacking. I got an ‘A’ in Physics, but I didn’t feel like I was getting as much from the class as I should have. I was always confused, but I would always manage to get everything together for the tests. The material made some sense at the time, but now I look back, and I have a hard time with a lot of it. This proves to be quite the predicament considering many of the classes that I take are based on Physics. Due to the fact that I didn’t take much from the class, I struggle with the material more than I feel that I should. After the first year of feeling behind, I decided to go to UMD, and cut my losses. I figured that if I wasn’t getting anything from the classes, then I needed to go elsewhere and hope to find success. 

The 2003/2004 school year was my first at UMD. I struggled through my first year, and the adaptations that come along with going off to school. Last year, my grades were lower than any grades I have ever gotten before. I still did okay in my classes (I didn’t get anything lower than a ‘C’, but I had never gotten anything lower than a ‘B’ before that). I had some difficult classes, and a couple of teachers that didn’t seem to teach in a way that I could relate to the material. I found that the tests that I took last year were far more difficult than any that I had ever taken before. On top of all of this, I had to adapt to living away from home for the first time, being away from almost all of my friends, and living with someone that I had only talked to a couple of times before. The fact that I am not too great with change and all that comes with it proved to be quite the obstacle for me. Thankfully, this year is a lot more comfortable, and although I still have difficult classes, I feel like the professors that I have teach things on a level that I am comfortable with, causing me to get a better understanding of what I am learning, which will hopefully help me get better grades this year.  

I chose to go into school to be a Mechanical Engineer during my freshman year at CLC. I was initially going to go for Electrical Engineering, but when an engineering fair came to CLC, it seemed as though everything that they were showing us for Electrical Engineering was some small chip that was magnified millions of times. Also, EE requires a lot of computer programming, which I am not a really big fan of. Between those two things, I started to become skeptical of the major and my level of enjoyment. Then I saw the Mechanical Engineering presentation, and it was much more general and seemed to be much more intriguing. I did a little bit of research after the fair, and I quickly changed my major. Due to the fact that I was enrolled in an Intro to Engineering program at a community college, I didn’t have to do anything there, because I would have to take the same class regardless of which of the two majors I chose.  

I am a big baseball fan. I have been a big baseball fan since the 1991 World Series. Although I lived in Nebraska, I was a Twins fan because we always came up to Minnesota for a couple of weeks of the summer. Baseball has been my favorite sport my entire life, both to play and to watch. I also enjoy the basketball and football seasons, and to whenever the chance comes up.  
During the summers home from school, I work at the Brainerd/Baxter Target in the stockroom. I have worked there for more than four years (I started right after my 16th birthday). It’s a good place to work, mostly for the people, but also it isn’t too bad of a job (especially in small doses when working during breaks from school). In 2003, I got the Team Hero of the Year award, which is kind of cool; it is definitely something good to put on a resume. Also during the summers, I try and hang out with some of the friends that I don’t get to see all that often, which proves to be tough with everyone’s schedules being so different. I also spend quite of bit of time with my family. We like to go fishing, go to the casino, go to Twins games when we can, or whatever else we can come up with.

I am a part of a very small family. My parents are both only children, I have only one living grandparent, and a brother. My mom’s name is Shirley, she is the main office secretary of Brainerd High School. My dad’s name is Bob, he sells cars at Mills GM in Brainerd, so if you ever need a car, now you know who to go see. My brother’s name is Matt, he is about to turn 23. He also works at Target, but he has been fighting back problems for a while, so he isn’t working as much as he would like to. My grandma’s name is Mildred, and she lived just a couple of miles down the road from my parents’ house. 
I am a big fan of music and movies. On the music side of things, I like a wide variety of rock styles. My favorite bands are: Tool, A Perfect Circle, any of Mike Patton’s projects (Faith No More, Mr. Bungle, Fantomas, Tomahawk, Lovage), and Corey Taylor’s bands (Stone Sour, Slipknot). Basically, the bands that I like are the usually the ones that you would hear on x106 here in Duluth. Unfortunately, although I am a huge fan of music, I have absolutely no musical talent myself. Someday, I would like to get an electric guitar or a drum set or something, and learn how to play some of my favorite songs. As far as movies go, I like a very wide variety. I am a big fan of Comedy (Dogma, Mallrats, Billy Madison, Me, Myself and Irene, Anchorman, etc), more and more I find myself liking more drama based movies (Blow, A Beautiful Mind, American Beauty, etc). Basically, I will give any movie a chance, unless it’s a really bad looking childish movie.
I am also a big video game fan. I have all three major systems (Game Cube, X-Box, and non-working PS2). I have had the Game Cube for the longest, so I have many more games for it than the other systems. My favorite games are mostly the sports ones. I play a lot of Madden and MVP Baseball. I especially play these games during the early parts of the seasons for each sport. My biggest problem with story games is that I find myself playing them for hours, getting close to beating them, and then suddenly I stop playing. Sometimes I get stuck and then give up, other times I just don’t play for a while and forgetting about the game, and sometimes I just don’t know why. 
Ever since I started working and my own money to spend on whatever I want, I find myself buying numerous electronics. I would almost say that I have an obsession. I am always looking for something to buy for my computer or some speakers to buy. Basically I will buy anything electronic if I can convince myself that I need it, which it doesn’t seem to take too much to do so. Unfortunately, I don’t have the income that I used to. When I went to CLC in Brainerd, I would work 35 hours a week and go to school and get A’s and B’s. Here in Duluth, I don’t work, due to the fact that I would only get scheduled for short 4-6 hour shifts on weekend mornings, even though I requested other shifts. Plus, I found myself having a harder time up here than I had at the community college. So it is a little more difficult to buy things now, but just because it is more difficult doesn’t mean that it is impossible.

