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Special Education Program

Fall 2005  4 credits

Instructor: Gerry Nierengarten

	Class meeting time:
	Wed. 5-7:40 p.m.
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	726-7606

	Office hours:
	Before or after class or by appointment

	E-mail:
	gniereng@d.umn.edu

	Instructor homepage
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	Class alias:
	Sped4433-1-f2005


Course Description:

History, philosophy, theories, and issues in special education. Overview of special education rules and processes. Survey of exceptionalities, including disability perspectives. Practicum.

Course Overview:

An overview of the requirements of the special education minor and post baccalaureate program including MN. Standards of Effective Practice, Praxis testing for licensure, CEC standards, portfolio requirements, and Special Education Professional Development Plan will be discussed (which includes checkpoints of teacher candidate progress).

This course relates to UMD Learner‑Sensitive Teacher Conceptual Framework and its five themes in the following ways: The course emphasizes reflecting about one’s knowledge and practices in relation to teaching students with disabilities. Collaboration also plays a major role as we look at our need to access other's strengths and knowledge to address the challenge of teaching students with many behavioral and academic issues.   We will work both to recognize the multiple perspectives and strengths that diversity contributes to our task of helping students learn and to be sensitive to the issues that sometimes appear with diversity. The use of computer technology is expected in preparing for class and completing assignments. Additionally, students will be encouraged to seek for assistive and computer technology solutions for use in educationally relevant issues for students exhibiting learning problems. Finally, the ultimate purpose of this course is to empower the prospective teacher of special education through the development of skills in promoting positive learning experiences. 

Required Texts / Readings:

Hallahan, D.P., & Kauffman, J.M. (2006). Exceptional Learners: Introduction to Special 

       Education. 10th ed. Needham Heights, MA: Allyn and Bacon.  

Bibliography / Expanded Readings:

Minnesota Special Education Rules and Regulations: http://education.state.mn.us

Federal Special Education Rules and Regulations: http://www.ws.gov/offices//OSERS/
	Standards of Effective Practice & INTASC Standards
	Conceptual Framework 
	Council for Exceptional Children Standards
	ISTE/NET Standards for Teachers

	Standard 1: Subject Matter

Standard 2: Student Learning

Standard 3: Diverse Learners

Standard 4: Instructional Strategies

Standard 5: Learning Environment

Standard 6: Communication

Standard 7: Planning Instruction

Standard 8: Assessment

Standard 9: Reflection and Professional Development

Standard 10: Collaboration, Ethics, and Relationships
	Diversity (D)

Reflection (R)

Empowerment (E)

Collaboration  (C)

Technology (T)
	Standard 1: Philosophical, Historical, and Legal Foundations of Special Education

Standard 2: Characteristics of Learners

Standard 3: Assessment, Diagnosis, and Evaluation

Standard 4: Instructional Content and Practice

Standard 5: Planning and Managing the Teaching and Learning Environment

Standard 6: Managing Student Behavior and Social Interaction Skills

Standard 7: Communication and Collaborative Partnerships

Standard 8: Professional and Ethical Practices

 
	Standard 1: Technology Operations and Concepts

Standard 2: Planning and Designing Learning Environments and Experiences

Standard 3: Teaching, Learning and the Curriculum

Standard 4: Assessment and Evaluation

Standard 5: Productivity and Professional Practice

Standard 6: Social, Ethical, Legal, and Human Issues


Course Outcomes: 
	Outcome
	Standards of Effective Practice 
	INTASC
	Conceptual Framework
	CEC
	Assignments 

	Historical and philosophical foundations, legal bases, and contemporary issues pertaining to the education of people with disabilities


	Core: A1

EBD: A1

LD: A1
	9.11, 9.32, 10.13
	D,E,R
	CC1:K1-5

CC2:K1-7

CC2:S1

CC3:K3

CC6:K1

CC7:K1

CC7:K4

CC8:S7
	1. Reading -chapters 1 & 2

Assessed by weekly quiz

Journal entries for each chapter

Interview of special educator

	Classification of disabilities, their characteristics and continuum of severity, and their educational implications
	Core: A3
	2.12. 2.13

3.34, 10.32
	D,E,R,T
	CC4:K1

CC5:K2

CC8:K1-2
	2. Reading – chapters 5-14

Assessed by weekly quiz

Journal entries 

	Similarities and differences among the cognitive, physical, cultural, social, emotional, and communication needs of typical and exceptional individuals
	Core: A4
	2.12, 2.13, 3.11, 9.13

9.31, 9.32
	D,E
	CC3:K1

CC3:S4

CC7:K1

CC7:K4

CC7::S2-3

CC8:K1-2

CC*:S1
	3. Reading – chapters 5-15

Assessed by weekly quiz

Journal entries 

Practicum – 30 hours

	Stereotyped attitudes toward people with disabilities and how these attitudes can positively or negatively impact student behavior
	Core: A5
	2.12, 2.13, 3.12, 3.32

3.33, 4.12

5.11
	D,E,R
	CC1:S1

CC3:S4

CC6:K1
	4. Reading – chapters 2-14

Assessed by weekly quiz

Guest speaker

Journal entries 

	The complexity of coexisting disabilities and the implications of this complexity for treatment and education of children
	Core: A6
	3.14, 3.15

3.36, 3.37

10.13
	D,E,R
	CC3:S4

CC4:S7

CC5:K1

CC5:K2

CC8:S3
	5. Reading – chapters 3, 5-14

Assessed by weekly quiz

Journal entries

Practicum


The following standards apply to the Parent Education Program:

	The teacher must know about areas of exceptionality in learning, including learning disabilities, perceptual difficulties, and special physical or mental challenges, gifts, and talents.
	3B
	
	
	
	Read 

	The teacher must use teaching approaches that are sensitive to the varied experiences of students and that address different learning and performance modes
	3L
	
	
	
	

	The teachers must accommodate a student’s learning differences or needs regarding time and circumstances for work, tasks assigned, communication and response modes.
	3M
	
	
	
	

	The teacher must understand student rights and teacher responsibilities to equal education, appropriate educatin for students with disabilities, confidentiality, privacy, appropriate treatment of students, and reporting in situations of known or suspected abuse or neglect
	10C
	
	
	
	


The Special Education Program has adopted the following definition of disposition.  The dispositions have been selected from the Standards of Effective Practice for Teachers and are aligned with the dispositions encouraged throughout our curriculum.

Disposition:  A habitual tendency or inclination.  Disposition includes temperament, character, personality, nature, demeanor – these nouns refer to the sum of traits that identify a person which include frame of mind, emotional characteristics, moral and ethical qualities, distinctive traits that give him/her individuality, especially in his/her relationships with others, exhibited behaviors towards others.  The American Heritage Dictionary, 2nd College Edition.

The candidate appeared to exhibit the following through their observable demeanor, and behavior:

1. Commitment to lifelong learning and appreciation of multiple perspectives.

2. Appreciation of individual variation and diverse talents of all learners.

3. Sensitivity to community and cultural norms.

4. Values educational technology and flexibility in the teaching and learning process.

5. Belief in establishing a safe and positive learning environment.

6. Understanding of the power of effective and thoughtful communication.

7. Values the planning process.

8. A belief that ongoing assessment is essential to the learning process.

9. Commitment to reflection, feedback and assistance in order to develop professionally.

10. Appreciation of collaboration, collegiality, and ethical considerations within the profession.

Instructional Strategies: 

Teaching-learning models, methods, strategies and activities used in this course may include the following:  lectures, group discussion, study/activity groups, individual and group presentations, demonstration lessons, peer teaching, videos, vignettes/cases, guest speakers.  Where appropriate, hands-on experience with materials will be included with practicum experience.

Diversity:

Our candidates are prepared to be culturally and linguistically sensitive, and guided to address all aspects of diversity including ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, and disability.  We do this by incorporating research, projects, and practical experiences with exposure to children, families, cultures and settings of diverse populations in our program.  

Course Requirements/Expectations: 

1. Teacher candidates are to attend all scheduled classes and are responsible for all material covered in class and in the required texts & readings.

2. Teacher candidates are to be prepared for each class. 

a. Read all assigned material before each scheduled class.
b. Classes will be organized around activities based on concepts presented in the text and other assigned reading materials. Students must, therefore, be familiar with the reading in order to maximize acquisition of new skills. Knowledge of terminology and basic concepts from assigned readings will be assumed during classroom instruction. 
3. Assignments are due at assigned dates and times. 

a. Due dates are on the syllabus. Assignments are due at the beginning of class unless otherwise specified. 
b. Late assignments will be dropped one letter grade per day. 
c. Assignments later than 3 days will not be accepted and result in a failing grade for the assignment unless special arrangements have been made with instructor. 
d. Unless otherwise specified, all assignments must be submitted in typed hard copy. Please use APA for citing sources.
Papers: The paper should be double-spaced with 12 point font and 1 inch margins. Appropriate citations should be noted in the body and a bibliography attached at the end. Papers should be within suggested lengths to ensure thoroughness. Please include appropriate headings and figures/graphs. Documentation of sources used and cited using APA for all citations. 

Professional Conduct and Academic Dishonesty:

It is expected that teacher candidates seeking special education certification will demonstrate specific skills in professional conduct for operating in educational settings. Therefore, your dispositions and conduct in class will be observed and evaluated (see disposition statement above). 

Professional conduct is defined as skills required for successful future teaching and/or appropriate interpersonal interactions in education al settings. In addition to fulfilling class assignments, you are expected to participate fully in class activities and to demonstrate a positive, cooperative attitude toward other course participants and course activities. Up to one full letter grade (10%) can be added or deducted to your final score based on the instructor’s evaluation and documentation. Extreme or sustained acts demonstrating lack of professional conduct, including academic dishonesty, will warrant a grade of “F” for the course.

Academic Dishonest in any form (such as plagiarism or cheating on tests and assignments) will not be tolerated. Teacher candidates who misrepresent their work or commit other acts of dishonesty will receive a failing grade for the course and will be recommended for removal from teacher education.

Assessment: 

Class assignments and projects:

1. For each chapter of your text you will be required to complete assignments associated with the chapter.  These assignments are due prior to the next class meeting

2. Quizzes: Each week there will be a quiz over assigned reading for that class period and the related lecture materials. The quizzes may consist of objective questions, short answer, or other types of evaluation of student progress in the class. Each quiz will be worth 10 - 20 points. 

3. 
Thirty hours of practicum is required during the course of the semester.  At the end of the    course submit a written log verifying your 30 hours.

Graduate Requirements:

Final Paper Requirements

Choose a disability not covered in our textbook and research according to the outline below:



Definition



Prevalence



Causes



Assessment



Psychological and Behavioral Characteristics



Educational Considerations



Early Interventions



Transition to Adulthood



Primary web site

Paper:  Arrange your paper according to the titles above.  This paper should be double-spaced with 12 point font and 1 inch margins and no less than 5 pages.  Appropriate citations should be noted in the body and a bibliography attached at the end.  Documentation of sources used and cited using APA for all citations.

This paper is due December 16, 2005. You will be sharing your findings with the rest of the class during our last meeting.   This paper is worth 100 points.  Take care as you write it.  If you are stuck on finding a disability area, come and talk to me.  Provide as a handout for the class a brief one-page summary of your findings as well as the most valuable resources (web sites, articles, etc.)  

Grading:

Semester grades will be based on overall performance including course assignments, class participation, attendance, and professional conduct. The following levels of competence are defined:

· A= work considered ‘distinguished’, that is work exemplifying honors level effort in writing, presentation, assignments, exams, and meeting class expectations. In addition to full credit on assignments, the candidate must attend regularly and make significant professional contributions to the class. 

· B= superior work in meeting criteria of assignments and class expectations. Demonstration of high quality writing and presentation 

· C= work considered acceptable in meeting specific criteria for university credit, but lacks appropriate certification levels of pre-service mastery of standards-based content and skill. Course will need to be retaken or assignments redone to be recommended for special education licensure.

· D= work that is minimally acceptable requiring major additional work to achieve certification level of mastery of standards-based content and skill.

· F= unsatisfactory work considered unacceptable.

	A=93-100%
	A-=90-92%
	B+=87-79%
	B=83-86%
	B-=80-82%

	C+=77-79%
	C=73-76%
	C-=70-72%
	D=60-69%
	F=<60%


Course Evaluation:

1.  Weekly quizzes (10-20 points)
determined by test

2.  Web based quizzes
based on individual chpt

3.  Final paper (graduate level only)
100 points 


4.  Completion of practicum (provide verification of completion)
30 points

5.  Attendance

50 points

6.  Journal on web sites
50 points

7.  Review, interview, survey
20 points each

8.  Mid-term exam

50 points

9.  Final exam

60 points

Disability Statement:
If you have a disability, either permanent or temporary, that may impact your ability to perform in this course; you are encouraged to inform me. I will work with you confidentially and make every effort to appropriately adapt methods, materials, and evaluations as needed to provide for equitable participation. If you have a disability and have not registered with the UMD ACCESS Center – I recommend that you do so.

Class Schedule for September
	Date:
	Week
	Tentative Topics:
	Assignments:
	Readings: 



	September 7
	#1
	Course Overview

Video – Regular Lives
	
	

	September 14
	#2
	Chapter 1 - Exceptionality and Special Education – includes origins of special education
	Journal submission

Web practice test
	Text chapter 1

Quiz on Chap. 1

	September 21
	#3
	Chapter 2 - Current Trends and Issues – includes attitudes towards those with disabilities
	Journal submission

Web  practice test
	Text, Chap. 2 

Quiz on chpt. 2

	September 28
	#4
	Chapter 3 - Muticultural and Bilingual Aspects of Special Education
	Journal submission

Web practice test
	Text, Chap. 3

Quiz on chpt. 3

Review due


Week 2 - September 14 – Exceptionality and Special Education (chapter 1)

Special Education News 

This website, updated daily, provides current news related to educating students with disabilities. In addition to breaking news, the website provides resources for educators and parents, including related links.

Council for Exceptional Children 

CEC is the largest and most prominent special education professional organization. CEC is also divided into divisions for areas of specialization within special education.

The National Information Center for Children and Youth with Disabilities (NICHCY) 

NICHCY is an information center that provides information about disabilities of children and youth (birth to 22 years) for professionals and families.
Week 3 - September 21 – Current Trends and Issues (chapter 2)

Universal Design   (use this link - http://udl.cast.org/ncac/index.cfm?i=2340 

Take the NCAC Universal Design for Learning Web Tour.  What have you learned about UD and what can you implement into your classroom?

Wrights Law - http://www.wrightslaw.com/

This web site covers many disability issues. Investigate one, summarize and share with the class.

Early Childhood Special Education 

For resources and teaching ideas in Early Childhood Special Education, visit the Preschool Zone.

Week 4 –September 28 – Multicultural and Bilingual Aspects of Special Education (chapter 3)

US Department of Education—Office of English Language Acquisition 

For more information about bilingual education and linguist diversity in education, visit the USDOE web site.

Early Childhood Research Institute

This web site provides a database of materials describing culturally and linguistically appropriate practices for early childhood and early intervention services. Descriptions of books, videotapes, articles, manuals, brochures and audiotapes allow professionals to make informed decisions about strategies and interventions for culturally and linguistically young children.

National Association for Multicultural Education
Visit this site to find a plethora of resources on multicultural education.
Special Education 4433/5433:Assignment #1 - Software Review
•  Choose two educational software programs designed for children or youth. 
•  This software may be found at your schools, education websites, most libraries, many stores, or any other source of your choosing.
•  Familiarize yourself with the software program by spending time playing the games/activities. 
•  Play the games/activities a second time, this time critically evaluate the components of the program as you play.
•  Write a critical review of the software program answering the questions that are listed below. 
•The paper should be approximately 2 pages, double-spaced, for EACH program for a total of approximately 4 pages.
•Questions to be answered in the reviews include the following:
What is the title of the program?
Name of publisher? 

What is the recommended age range and/or skill range? 

What is the stated purpose of the program? 

Would this program be appropriate or useful for students with disabilities? 

What type of disabilities (i.e., learning, physical, behavioral) ?
Can this product be adapted for the particular requirements of a child with special needs? How? 

How would the content fit with your curriculum? 

What skills might be introduced or reinforced through the use of this product? 

Does this product appear to be high interest/motivating/unique? 

Would you recommend this product for purchase to the budget committee at your school? 

Class Schedule for October
	Date:
	Week
	Tentative Topics:
	Assignments:
	Readings: 



	October 5
	#5
	Chapter 4 – Parents and Families


	Journal submission

Web practice test
	Text, chpt. 4

Quiz

	October 12
	#6
	Chapter 5 – Learners with Mental Retardation
	Journal submission

Web practice test
	Text chapter 5

Quiz

	October 19
	#7
	Chapter 6 – Learners with Learning Disabilities 
	Journal submission

Web practice test
	Text, Chap. 6

Quiz

	October 26
	#8
	Chapter 7- Learners with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
	Journal submission

Web practice test


	Text, Chap. 7

Teacher Interview Due

Quiz


 

Week 5 – October 5 – Parents and Families (chapter 4)

Family Village of the Waisman Center, University of Wisconsin

Pick a category and then a web site within that category to report on.

Father’s Network 

This website is devoted to information for fathers of children with disabilities and special health needs. Click on stories and access the very long list of stories.  Choose a story to report to the class.

Reed Martin, J.D. 

Offers parents information about special education and the law.  Go to Articles by Topic and choose a topic and report on the article that you have read.

Week 6 – October 12 – Learners with Mental Retardation (chapter 5)

American Association for Mental Retardation (AAMR) 

This on-line resource augments the activities of the AAMR and provides rapid access to information about the mental retardation and disabilities field.

National Organization on Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 

This website has information on causes, treatment, resources, latest research on Fetal Alcohol Syndrome.

National Fragile X Foundation 

The National Fragile X Foundation website has information on causes, treatment, resources, latest research on Fragile X.

Williams Syndrome Association 

The Williams Syndrome Association website has information on causes, treatment, resources, latest research on Williams Syndrome.

Prader-Willi Association (USA)

The Prader-Willi website has information on causes, treatment, resources, latest research on Prader-Willi. This is the Home Page URL: http://www.pwsausa.org/index.html 
Week 7 – October 19 – Learners with Learning Disabilities  (chapter 6)

The Learning Disabilities Association of America
The website for LDA, a major parent organization, contains a variety of information on learning disabilities for parents and professionals.

LD Online Personal Stories
 This website provides first-person accounts of life with a learning disability. This page is contained on the LD-Online (http://www.ldonline.org) website, a service of the Learning Project of WETA in Washington DC. The leading website on learning disabilities for parents, teachers, and other professionals. Read one of the personal stories and be prepared to share with the class.

TeachingLD 

TeachingLD is the web site of the Division for Learning Disabilities of the Council for Exceptional Children. This site posts the latest information on effective, research-based teaching practices for students with learning disabilities, teaching tips and how-to’s from leading experts in the field of learning disabilities, and provides opportunities to connect with colleagues to exchange strategies and share successes. 

Week 8 – October 26 – Learners with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (chapter 7)

The National Attention Deficit Disorder Association
Researchers and other professionals signed a consensus statement on inappropriate coverage in the media of ADHD. Visit this site to read the statement and share your perspective in class.
Personal Stories of ADHD – www.add.org 

Go to this link for articles about ADHD on the National ADDA site.  Choose an article and write a brief summary and reaction in your journal.

Children and Adults with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (CHADD) – www.chadd.org

Special Education 4433/5433: Assignment #2 – Teacher Interview

Ask one or more special education teachers from a local school to describe: a) how and when they write IEP's, b) how much time it takes, c) how involved parents and others are in writing the IEP, and d) what they see as the values and limitations of the IEP. 

Summarize your completed interview OR describe a few particularly interesting responses to your interview questions. With the responses of the interviewees, you may choose to include your own comments, concerns or personal experiences. 

The interview paper should be approximately 3-4 pages, double-spaced.

Mid-term Exam

From October 27 through November 1 you are to take the mid-term exam.  This is an online, timed exam which you will have access to one time.  It is 60 minutes long. I recommend that you take this exam at a computer that has high-speed connection and is reliable. Log in using your user name and password. The URL for the test is below.   

https://webapps.d.umn.edu/testpilot4/gniereng/sped4433mid.tp4

Class Schedule for November and December
	Date:
	Week
	Tentative Topics:
	Assignments:
	Readings: 



	November 2
	#9
	Chapter 8 – Emotional or Behavioral Disorders 
	Journal submission

Web practice test
	Text chapter 8

Quiz on chapter 8

	November 9
	#10
	Chapter 9 – Learners with Communication Disorders
	Journal Submission 

Web practice test
	Text, chpt. 9

Quiz on chpt. 9

	November 16
	#11
	Chapter 10 – Learners who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing
	Journal submission

Web practice test
	Text chapter 10

Quiz on Chap. 10

	November 30
	#12
	Chapter 11 - Learners with Blindness of Low Vision
	Journal submission

Web practice test
	Text, Chap. 11

Quiz on chpt. 11

	December 7
	#13
	Chapter 12 - Autistic Spectrum Disorders
	Journal submission

Web practice test
	Text, Chap. 12

Quiz on chpt. 12

	December 14
	#14
	Chapters 13 & 14– Learners with Low Incidence, Multiple, and Severe Disabilities and Learners with Physical Disabilities and OHI
	Journal submission

Web practice test
	Text chapters 13 & 14

Quiz on chapters 13 & 14

Survey due


Week 9 – November 2 – Learners with Emotional or Behavioral Disorders (chapter 8)

Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders 

The Council for Children with Behavioral Disorders (CCBD) is a division of the Council for Exceptional Children. 

Parent Advocacy Coalition for Educational Rights (PACER)

Oregon Social Learning Center (OSLC) 

Visit OSEP’s website on Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports for information and technical support related to school-wide discipline and teaching.  Choose an article to share with the class.

Week 10 – November 9 – Learners with Communication Disorders (chapter 9)

SMILES – www.cleft.org 

Visit this site for information about cleft lip, cleft palate, and other craniofacial deformities and effects on speech.

Stuttering Foundation of America – www.stuttersfa.org
The Speech-Language Pathology Website 

This site provides information about normal speech and language development and the difference between language disorder.

Week 11 – November 16 – Learners who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing – chapter 10

PBS Documentary, Sound and Fury 

The Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) has established an excellent web site focused on the documentary Sound and Fury. Although the site focuses on the issue of cochlear implants, it also contains a lot of useful information pertaining to the deaf culture and links to other interesting web sites.  Preview this site as preparation to view the video in class. 

Virtual Tour of the Ear Home Page 

This website contains dozens of links to web sites devoted to a wide variety of topics concerning hearing impairment. The Virtual Tour of the Ear contains detailed information on the anatomy of the ear, including drawings.

National Institute on Deafness and other Communication Disorders 

The National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders of the National Institutes of Health has been concerned about the fact that many infants with hearing loss go undetected even though technology exists to identify such impairments. Information on early screening can be found on their website: www.nidcd.nih.gov/
Week 12 – November 30 – Learners with Blindness or Low Vision – chapter 11

Prevent Blindness America
National Federation of the Blind – report on one of the questions that kids ask about blindness.

Recordings for the Blind and Dyslexic (RFB&D) 

RFBD provides taped texts (K-12) on loan to individual or school members. Visit this website for a list of the educational and professional materials available.

Week 13 – December 7  – Learners with Autism Spectrum Disorder – chapter 12

Autism Society of America - http://www.autism-society.org 

The web site of the Autism Society of America provides information for and about families and autism.

The Facilitated Communication Institute at Syracuse University
The Facilitated Communication Institute at Syracuse University is the main promoter of facilitated communication (FC) in the United States: http://soeweb.syr.edu/thefci/
National Institute of Mental Health
For a comprehensive overview of autism spectrum disorders, including definition, causes, treatments see this National Institute of Mental Health website: www.nimh.nih.gov/Publicat/autism.cfm.
Week 14 – December 14 – Learners with Low-Incidence, Multiple, and Severe Disabilities – chapters 13 

Brain Injury Association of America (BIAA) 

More information about Traumatic Brain Injury can be found on the web site of the BIAA.  Visit “What is a Brain Injury?” and then to “Brain Maps”.   This site is loaded with information.  Spend some time there.

A variety of information about deaf-blindness is found at www.deafblind.com and at www.tr.wou.edu/dblink
Learners with Physical Disabilities and Other Health Impairments – chapter 14

Because there are many web sites as well as types of physical disabilities, choose 3 sites to visit and write about in your journal.  You will also be asked to share with the class at least one of your site visits. 

Special Education 4433/5433:  Assignment 3 - Accessibility Survey
1.  The Americans with Disabilities Act (1992) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (1973) require school districts to ensure their programs and services are accessible. Many survey tools have been developed to assist school districts in determining if their sites are accessible. Review the Building Access Survey found at 
2.  You will use this tool to conduct a "walk-thru" survey of a local school. (If you do not have access to a local school, you may choose another public building such as a library, post office, community center, etc.). This survey is very lengthy and comprehensive. You need not strictly follow the techniques recommended in the survey tool, nor do you need to complete the entire survey. Just use the survey as a general guide to your walk-thru survey.

3.  This survey covers areas such as interior and exterior circulation, bathrooms, cafeterias, drinking fountains, telephones, parking, etc. Choose several of these areas and review the guidelines for them in the survey. Do a walk-thru of your building focusing on the areas you have chosen. Take thorough notes. Don't forget your tape measure.

4.  After reviewing your findings, write a summary for your school board members (or other library board, etc.) focusing on the questions listed below. This report should be approximately 3 pages, double-spaced. Please do not submit the survey tool - just your summary. 
Questions:

•  Are the areas you surveyed fully accessible? What problems did you find?

•  What upgrades would be necessary to make the areas fully accessible?

•  Prioritize the problems you found. What needs immediate attention? What can wait?

•  Think about the probable costs of improvements you are suggesting. Is your district (or whoever) in a financial position to implement your recommendations?

•  Suggest alternatives (for example, could a program be moved to a different building rather than remodeling the current building?)

FINAL EXAM

You will be able to access the final exam from December 17 through December 22. It is 60 multiple choice questions and you will have 60 minutes.  It is on chapters 8-15.
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