
Teacher



 Year Group/Class/Set


No. in class

Date and time




Length 


No. present
Subject/Lesson focus

Objective: Students will investigate the arrival of the first people into North America.

Intro: Students will begin the class by reading a handout detailing the early history of man.  How man emerged from the Great Rift Valley and spread throughout the world.  After students have read the selection the teacher will ask the class if human life started out in Africa how did it reach North America, which is not connected to Africa? This will be a question that students shouldn’t answer yet.  (7 minutes)
Activity 1 – The students will be asked to divide into three different groups.  Each group will be given a different source which points to how the first Americans may have reached the continent of North America.  The groups should discuss what the evidence reveals about the possible paths.  What does the evidence tell us?  Each student should write what conclusions the group reached about each source in their notebooks.  The groups will then rotate to the next source until they have seen all 3.  The whole class will then discuss the findings. (20 minutes)

Activity 2 – The teacher and students will read out loud pages 6 and 7 in the text.  

Activity 3 – The students will write a narrative from the perspective of an early nomadic North American who has just crossed the land bridge and is settling down in what is now Alaska.  Why did he pick up and move, if only a relatively small distance?  What is he doing to survive?  What tools does he have in order to survive?    

Homework: The students will write a narrative from the perspective of an early nomadic North American who has just crossed the land bridge and is settling down in what is now Alaska.  Why did he pick up and move, if only a relatively small distance?  What is he doing to survive?  What tools does he have in order to survive?    
Assessment: The students’ written work, completed during the group work portion of the class, will be graded.  The homework/class work questions will also be graded.
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Spread of Mankind
Human life began in Africa.  The oldest human skeleton was found in Africa.  The skeleton, nicknamed “Lucy”, is 3 million years old.  According to experts, human life began in Africa and slowly spread throughout the world.  How did early humans reach North America?
Source B
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The Bering Strait
The Bering Strait is the point where the continents of Asia and North America are closest to one another.  Today the gap between the two landmasses is 56 miles (90km) long.  The water is 180 feet deep.  Did early humans somehow cross the Bering Strait?
Source C
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The Ice Age
From 80,000 B.C. to 8,000 B.C. (10,000 years ago) large parts of the Earth were covered in huge ice sheets called glaciers.  Much of North America and Europe were covered with glaciers.  So much of the Earth’s water was locked up in ice that the oceans were lowered nearly 300 feet.  The temperature during the ice ages was also extremely low, often far below the freezing point of water.  

Source D
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Fell’s Cave
In 1937 Fell’s cave was discovered in Chile.  The cave had been sealed due to the roof of the shelter caving in.  Upon entering the cave experts found fire pits, bones, stone tools, and more.  The artifacts found in this cave are 10,000 years old (8,000 B.C.).  This is one of the oldest archaeological sites in the Americas.
Source E
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Nomadic Hunters
The oldest artifacts found in North America are stone and bone spear tips.  These sharp tools were probably used to hunt large animals such as the Wooly Mammoth or Bison.  Other evidence also shows that early North Americans were nomadic (always moving) hunters who followed herds of animals. 

