DIGITAL RIGHTS
MANAGEMENT

Aaron Sly





















EFFECTI

key exposed before it was
even used on consumer discs



* Consumer retaliation for lost rights
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ETHICAL
EVALUATION - ACT
UTILITARIANISM

Positive net result of action = ethical

DRM helped make all sorts of media
available on the internet

— Convenience and availability leads
to increased total happiness

— Most consumers not aware of lost
rights

DRM is ethical

Pirating also makes all sorts of media
available on the internet

— Happiness increased for pirates
Pirating also ethical
Contradiction



ETHICAL
EVALUATION -
RULE
UTILITARIANISM

Rule is ethical if total happiness increases

Universal rule: always ok to take away
rights of individuals to protect those of
copyright holders

Over time, individuals lose rights, leading
to decreased happiness

Increase in happiness of copyright
holders dwarfed by decrease in
happiness of individuals

Rule Utilitarianism — DRM is wrong



ETHICAL
EVALUATION -
SOCIAL CONTRACT

Rule ethical if collectively accepted by
the community due to beneficial results

— DRM does not make copyright
infringement any more illegal
— DRM takes rights of community
members away
— DRM not effective against
copyright infringement
DRM asks community members to

sacrifice their rights to protect the
rights of a select few

DRM has not proven to be more
beneficial than harmful to the
community

Social Contract - DRM is wrong






