EDUC 1000 October 2, 2007

Chapter 5:  Infancy and Toddlerhood

                                        THEME:  What can the well-equipped stranger DO?

1.  Describe brain development during infancy and toddlerhood.  Explain the development of individual brain cells and of the cerebral cortex.  Explain the connection to the sensitive periods.

2.  Again with the brain, what is the evidence of growth spurts AND the need for “appropriate stimulation.”  

3.   Explain brain PLASTICITY and lateralization.  Explain examples.
4.   Describe changes in body proportions and muscle –fat make up.

5.   Describe the course of motor development during the first 2 years and the factors that influence it.  Why is knowing this important.   Consider reaching and grasping in your discussion other motor skills.   

6.   Summarize the development of hearing and vision in infancy, with examples.

7.     Explain object perception during the first year of life.

8.     Explain the dynamic systems theory of motor development, highlighting cultural variations in motor development.

9.  Discuss the nutritional needs of infants—think breastfeeding and obesity.

10.  Describe the disorder known as “nonorganic failure to thrive.”  Describe common symptoms and family circumstances.
11.  How do infants learn?   Think of classical and operant conditioning, and habituation and recovery, and imitation.   Describe examples of each.
12.  List the most important things caretakers and parents need to know in order to help their child reach their “potential.”
