Chapter 16-first half: moral development

Kohlberg’s Theory:
His thoughts about moral development were influenced by Piaget’s works.  He organized his findings into 3 levels with six total stages.  They go as follows

Preconventional Level


Stage 1: The punishment and obedience orientation


Stage 2: The instrumental purpose orientation

Conventional Level


Stage 3: The “good boy-good girl” orientation, or the morality of interpersonal cooperation


Stage 4: The social-order-maintaining orientation

Postconventional Level


Stage 5: The social contract orientation


Stage 6: The universal ethical principle

Going by Kohlberg’s theory very few people go past stage 4.  Postconventional morality is so rare that there isn’t any evidence that stage 5 and 6 exist.  Piaget’s cognitive stages and Kohlberg’s moral stages tend to loosely overlap.  

Sex Differences in moral reasoning:
Carol Gilligan believes that feminine morality emphasizes an “ethic of care”.  Females tend to place a greater emphasis on care, especially when it is reasoning about real-life dilemmas.  

Influences on Moral Development:
There are many things that influence moral development and they are: personality, child-rearing practices, schooling, peer interaction and culture.  As children grow they are presented with cognitive challenges that stimulate them to think about moral problems in more complex ways.  
