EDUC 1000  jdietric

Study Guide  Chapter 12:  Middle Childhood (7-11): Cognitive      
                                    My Theme:    The Thinker!   Concrete Operations!
                                           Metacognition—thinking about thinking!  Can they do?  Limitations?
                                    Explain metacognition.
                                    What is the role of the Mentor?  Examples?

          1.    Describe the major characteristics of concrete operational thought, including cognitive   

                 limitations during this stage.   Site examples of concrete thinking.   {decentration, reversibility,  class inclusion (catagorizing), seriation (quantity), give clear directions (mental walk), & cognitive maps.}
          2.    Explain  the cognitive limitations  of children thinking at this stage.  

          3.    Discuss recent research on concrete operational thought.  Discuss  implications of recent 
                 findings for the accuracy of Piaget’s concrete operational stage. 

          4.  ***Describe changes in attention.  Site examples.

          5.  *******Describe  changes in memory.  Site examples. (Rehearsal, organization, elaboration )
          6.  ***Explain the school-age child’s theory of mind and capacity to engage in cognitive “self-

               regulation.”  Site examples. (pp. 447–449)


          7.
***Discuss the current controversies over teaching reading and mathematics to 
                elementary school children. (pp. 449–452)


          8.  Describe the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale and the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for   

               Children-IV, the two scales most commonly used to assess intelligence in school-age      

               children.   What do the scores tell us about how children think? Explain the issues related to 
                the results of these tests on children—like cultural influences on intelligence test 
               performance, and discuss efforts to overcome cultural bias in intelligence testing. 
               (pp. 458–461)
          9.  Explain recent developments in defining intelligence---Sternberg’s triarchic theory of 
               intelligence.
        10.  Explain  recent developments in defining intelligence---Gardner’s theory of multiple 
               intelligences. (pp. 454–456)


        11.  Cite evidence indicating that both heredity and environment contribute to intelligence.

        12.  *** Language Development----Summarize changes in metalinguistic awareness, vocabulary, grammar, and pragmatics 
              during middle childhood. (pp. 462–464)


        13.  Discuss the advantages of bilingualism in childhood. (pp. 464–465)


        14.  ***Discuss the impact of class size, educational philosophies/models, teacher–student  

              interaction, and grouping practices on student motivation and academic achievement.   Be able 
              to site examples of each.     ---Traditional vs.  Constructivist Classrooms.   Cooperative 

         learning and thinking strategies.

        15.  Describe educational benefits of computer use as well as concerns about computers. 

        16.   ***Summarize the conditions under which placement of mildly mentally retarded and 
               learning disabled children in regular classrooms is successful.  Be able to site examples.

        17.  Describe the characteristics of gifted children.  Discuss current efforts to meet their 
              educational needs. (pp. 472–474)

