EDUC 5236 EE for Teachers
3 Credits

2:00-5:00 Tues.
SpHC 210
Instructor:  Dr. Julie (Athman) Ernst

Office:  241 Engr
Office Hours:  11-12 Mon, Tues, Wed; 10-12 Fri
Phone: 726-6761
Email:  jernst@d.umn.edu
Class Email: educ5236-1-s2005@d.umn.edu
Course Web URL: www.d.umn.edu/~jernst (select Educ 5236 from course list)
Course Description:  
This course provides an introduction to environmental education.  The purpose of this course is to help those who are or will be teaching in schools or in nonformal settings develop the knowledge and skills for providing quality EE for students in the formal classroom setting.   The emphasis is on EE curriculum materials, resources, and programs that can be used with students in settings at or near their schools.  Additional emphasis will be on using the outdoor winter environment as a source of learning opportunities and environmental education experiences.  *Note: This course assumes you already know how to write goals, objectives, and lesson plans (if you are a recreation major, you should have taken Recreation Programming or Outdoor Education Methods prior to this course).
Course Objectives:
1. Develop an understanding of environmental education, including its goals and objectives, historical development, and key characteristics, and a familiarity with EE curricular resources, programs, and materials.   
2. Discuss barriers to incorporating environmental education into the preK-12 formal education setting.

3. Explain the relevance of environmental education to the preK-12 formal education setting.
4. Respond to criticisms of EE, providing a rational for the incorporation of environmental education into formal classroom settings.
5. Develop and implement age-appropriate EE lesson plans.

6. Use the outdoor winter environment as a context for environmental education lessons.

7. Explain broad instructional approaches to providing environmental education to students in formal classroom contexts, such as infusion, use of non-formal programs and sites, environmental service-learning, and environment-based education.

Course Expectations:

1. Attendance is required for this course.  After 2 unexcused absences, you will drop one full grade.  (Excused absences include pre-approved school or professional related events, severe illnesses with a doctor/hospital note, or other absences approved in advance by the instructor.)  It is your responsibility to contact another student for the material covered and/or assignments given in class when absent.  
2. Be prepared for class.  Have your readings and assignments completed before you come to class.  Bring your syllabus to each class.
3. Actively participate in class.  By actively participating, you will get the most out of this course and help others learn from your experiences.
4. Respect the formal learning environment.  This includes arriving and leaving on time, making sure cell phones are off, and being open to the opinions and ideas of others.  This also includes professional presentation of assignments and abiding by the University’s academic conduct policies.
5. Ask for assistance.  We each have different learning needs and preferences; if something is unclear or if you need alternative opportunities to learn the course topics, please ask!

Required Textbook: 

Sobel, D.  (1996).  Beyond ecophobia.  Great Barrington, MA: The Orion Society
(There will be additional readings provided in class and via the course website.)

Course Schedule:

	Date
	Topic
	Assignment Due

	Tu. 1/18
	-Course Introduction
-Lesson plan format

-Description of EE Lesson at Local School assignment
-Definition, goals and objectives, historical foundations of EE
	

	Tu. 1/25
	-Barriers to EE in schools 
-Relevance of EE to schools/students in classroom settings; Benefits
-Criticisms of EE in schools
-Characteristics of Quality EE

-Guiding Documents for EE in MN Schools
-Description of EE Resource Review assignment
	-Read “Barriers to EE” (course website)
-Read assigned jigsaw reading on criticisms of EE (given in class 1/18); be prepared to share with others
-Read “John Hug’s Two Hats)

-Read “EE in Minnesota” (course website)

-Optional Readings “Environmental Literacy Scope and Sequence” and “EE Materials: Guidelines for Excellence” 
(course website)

	Tu. 2/1
	-EE for Pre-school, Kindergarten, and Lower Elementary (age characteristics; appropriate instructional strategies, curricula, and resources)
	-Read “Understanding Young Children” (course website) 

-Read Sobel pp. 11-19
-EE Resource Review turned in and shared in class (IF you chose preschool-lower elementary)


	Tu. 2/8
	-EE for Upper Elementary (age characteristics; appropriate instructional strategies, curricula, and resources)
	-Read Sobel pp. 19-27
-EE Resource Review turned in and shared in class (IF you chose upper elementary)


	Tu. 2/15
	-EE for Middle School and High School (age characteristics; appropriate instructional strategies, curricula, and resources)
	-Read Sobel pp. 27-33
-EE Resource Review turned in and shared in class (IF you chose middle school/high school)


	Tu. 2/22
	-Formal v. nonformal EE

-Role of non-school sites (EE through field trips to nature centers, parks, aquariums, zoos, and residential centers)
-Description of Laurentian Trips and Assignments; sign up for teaching slots
	-Read “The Role of the Nature Center” (course website)

-Read “Enhancing Natural Resource Programs with Field Trips” (course website)
-Read “Field Trip Tips” (course website)
-Read “Educators, Field Trips, and Liabilities” (course website)
-Bring one website description of a zoo or aquarium’s EE programs for school groups (not in Duluth!) and one description of a residential EE program

	Tu. 3/1
*Class not meeting
	No class (Julie will be teaching a USFWS course in San Francisco)
	-Work on Lesson Preparation and Equipment List for Laurentian Trip

	Tu. 3/8
	- In-Class EE program example by non-formal provider 
- Environmental Service Learning
	-Read assigned jigsaw reading (given in class 2/22); be prepared to share with others 

	Fri. 3/11 – Sat. 3/12
	Laurentian ELC trip

*Meet in SpHC lobby at 3:45 Friday; return to UMD by 6 pm Saturday
	-Present Story
-Winter Lesson Plan due/present winter lesson

	Tu. 3/15
*meeting time and location TBA
	-Environmental Service Learning

-Tour of Stowe Elementary School 
	-Read “Stowe Elementary Service Learning” (course website)


	Tu. 3/22
	Spring Break
	

	Tu. 3/29
*meeting time and location TBA
	-EIC/Environment-Based Education

-Tour of North Shore Charter School 
	-Read “Environment-Based Education: Creating High Performance Schools” (course website)

	Tu. 4/5
	-EE Lessons (in-class practice presentation)
	-EE Lesson Plan due/present to class

	Tu. 4/12
*class not meeting during scheduled time; time to be arranged on your own
	-National EE Week 
	-Present EE lesson to students in local school

	Tu. 4/19

*class starts at 3 pm
	-Description of Final Assignment EE Unit Plan

-Teacher Panel
	-Turn in EE Lesson Feedback Form due

-Bring 2 questions to ask during the teacher panel (you’ll be turning the questions in)

	Tu. 4/26

*class starts at 2:30 pm
	- State and National Standards

-Assessment and Evaluation in EE
	-Assigned reading

	Tu. 5/3

*class starts at 2:30
	-Presentations of Final Assignments (EE Unit Plan)
-Course Wrap-Up
	-EE Unit Plan and Presentation Due


Evaluation
Evaluation will be done on an outcome basis.  All course work must meet instructor and university standards for quality and be completed by the due date.  Incomplete work  or work of poor quality will be returned for revision and re-submission.  
*2 unexcused absences result in a full grade drop

	C
	B
	A

	Completion of the following assignments at an acceptable level of quality:

· EE Resource Review

· Storytelling assignment at Laurentian
· Winter lesson plan and presentation at Laurentian

· EE lesson plan presented in-class

· EE Unit Plan and Presentation (final assignment)

	High quality completion of the following:

· EE Resource Review

· Storytelling assignment at Laurentian

· Winter lesson plan and presentation at Laurentian

· EE Lesson Plan presented in-class and at a local school
· EE Unit Plan and Presentation (final assignment) 


	High quality completion of the following:

· EE Resource Review

· Storytelling assignment at Laurentian

· Winter lesson plan and presentation at Laurentian

· EE Lesson Plan presented in-class and at a local school
· EE Unit Plan and Presentation (final assignment) AND
· One of the following:

1. Attendance at MAEE conference at Wolf Ridge (4/8-9) OR

2. Implementation of a team-building activity at Superior Middle School (3/8) OR

3. Summary/Application paper of an EE topic; resources must include 2 prof. journal articles; paper should be 3-5 pages and include a summary of the article and how you could apply this content/implement what you learned.
4. Great Lakes Aquarium volunteer
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