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· Goals: The purpose of this lesson is to increase students’ knowledge of how animals adapt to the winter and help them apply new knowledge to their own winter animal observations.
· Objectives: The students will be able to
· Define the terms migration and hibernation.

· Identify four birds that migrate.

· Describe what migrating birds need to survive.

· Compare the different foods animals eat.

· Demonstrate how a bear would build a den.

· Audience: Lesson will be taught to 12-13 kindergarten students
· Duration: The lesson will last approximately 40 minutes. Story, follow-up questions and migration introduction:  15 min; migration activity: 10 min; bear den building; 10 min; wrap up; 5 min.
· Location: The lesson will take place both indoors and outdoors at Laurentian ELC.
· Content and Methods:
Before the lesson, the educator constructs a miniature bear den with sticks, leaves, snow, etc.

Introduction

· Students will gather in a group facing the instructor, so that “Animals in Winter” story can be read.

· After the story students will be asked if they can tell the educator the answer to some questions: What do birds do in the winter if they do not stay in their summer home? (migrate); What do woodchucks do in the winter (hibernate).  Are their other animals or insects that fly to a new home or hibernate? (butterflies, bears, etc.)

Activities
· Introduction to Migration game

· The educator hands out one bird card to each student, saving one pose of each bird for an activity later. The students are asked questions about the cards. “What colors are on your bird? What is it doing? Look at your neighbor’s card, how are your birds different? Are they the same? 
· The educator helps the students figure out what bird they are holding.

· The educator lays the other half of the cards out on the floor, and the students are instructed to find another picture of their bird in a different spot or doing a different activity. (“If your bird is sitting in a tree, maybe you can find a picture of your bird flying, etc.”) Students are told to walk around and find another picture of their bird. Once all the students have two poses of their bird, they are instructed to get ready to go outside.
· Once students are ready to go outside, the educator leads them to an open spot where they “test out their wings”. The educator gives the students a couple short blocks of time to fly around and be birds. The educator leads the students along an imaginary “migration trail.” 
· After a minute or two, the educator asks if the students have gotten hungry after flying around for so long. The educator lays food cards out on the ground and asks the students if they can guess what their bird usually eats by looking at the cards. The educator guides the students to the correct card if they are having problems. 
· Once the students have picked the right food card, the educator has them hand the cards in the and migration continues.

· After flying about a little longer, the educator asks if the students are hungry again. The cards are laid out on the ground one more time and the students are asked to find their food card. The educators asks the students if they can think of anything else the birds might need as they fly (like water, shelter, etc.). 

· The migration ends at the place where the bear den has been pre-made. The educator asks the students if they can think of something else animals do to survive the winter. The students are guided to the answer, “Hibernate.”

· Observation of a bear den

· The educator brings attention to the bear den near the students and has them observe it while asking some questions about the den. “What is it made of? What would a bear need to do before sleeping for the whole winter? How long would a bear be in the den? When will the bear come out?” 

· The educator asks the students if they thing a real bear made the den. The students will most likely know one did not. The educator asks if the students know who did make the den…they are guided to figure out that the educator made the den to show them. The educator asks the students if they would like to build a den for a sleeping bear like the one they are looking at. 

· The educator puts the students in to den building teams according to the type of bird they had during the migration game.

· Instructions for den building

· The students are told to make sure and think about what a bear would really use to build a den (sticks, leaves, snow, etc.), the shape of the den, the size of the den. 
· The educator gives each team a laminated bear to use.

· The students are given about 5-7 minutes to build a den for their bear. 

· Sharing what we built

· Once the students have finished, the whole group takes a tour of each den to see the others.

Wrap up and evaluation
· Management and Safety:  

· Students will be respectful and considerate of one another at all times 

· Students will have their listening ears on and raise their hand should they have questions.

· Students will stay within the prescribed boundaries at all times

· Students will be directed to work as a team

· Equipment:

· Book “Animals in Winter”

· Migration Cards

· Food Cards

· Cardboard Bear
· Four laminated bears for students
· Sticks (foul weather alt.)

· Felt pieces (four weather alt.)

· Foul Weather Alternative: Students will complete entire lesson in the classroom, using the room to migrate. Students will use sticks, small felt pieces and pretend bears to create a bear den for their bear to sleep in. 
· Evaluation/Reflection: Wrap up questions:

· What do animals do in the winter?

· What is migration? Hibernation? What animals migrate and hibernate?

· What are some things an animal might need in the winter that does not migrate or hibernate?

· What kinds of food do migrating birds eat?

· How do bears stay warm in the winter?

· Would anyone like to ask a question about migrating birds or hibernating bears?

· Assessment:
· Objective #1 is met when students can answer the question correctly at the end of the lesson.
· Objective #2 is met when students can identify the four types of birds that migrated in the activity.
· Objectives #3 and #4 are met when students answer the various kinds of food that the migrating birds ate in our activity.
· Objective #5 is met when students build a den with sticks and snow that shelters our pretend, cardboard bear.
· Follow up:  Suggested follow up lessons: Use binoculars and go look for migrating birds; Lessons that talk about other winter adaptations—snowshoe hare & camouflage, beavers & fat/fur changes; Visit a place like Hawk Ridge; Watch a video on bears hibernating.
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