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University of Minnesota Duluth, Secondary Teacher Education Program 
Professional Development and Teaching Observations 

Student Teaching 
 

Pre-Observation – Domain A: Planning & Preparation 
 

 
 
Student Teacher: ___________________________________________Observer: ____________________________________________ 
 
Grade Level(s): __________ Subject(s): __________________________________________________  Date: ___________________ 
 
Lesson Plan Title or Activity Title: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
1. What are the learner outcomes for the lesson?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What background knowledge do you assume on the part of the student teachers and what 
background has been provided leading up to this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What are the student indicators of success within this lesson? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What strategies do you plan to use that you know will help your students learn? 
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5. Explain how these strategies and sequencing of the lesson are designed to address the ways 
in which your students learn? 

 
 
 
 
 

6. If you are using technology in this lesson, explain how it will help your students understand 
this lesson better?  

 

 

 

 
7. What other information would you like to share about this lesson? 
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University of Minnesota Duluth, Secondary Teacher Education Program 
Professional Development and Teaching Observations 

Student Teaching 
 

Observation - Domain A: Planning & Preparation 
 

 
  

In Progress 
(passing level work) 

 

  
At Standard for  

Student Teacher Level 
(truly exceptional work) 

 
 
Lesson is part of planned scope 
and sequence 

  
The lessons presented are part of a 
planned scope and sequence; they 
present and demonstrate consideration of 
diverse learners and justified methods of 
instruction 
 

incorporates developmental needs 
of students into lesson and unit 
plans 
 

 incorporates engaging student centered 
activities that address the developmental 
needs of students into lesson and unit 
plans 
 

Lessons build on prior lessons 
throughout the unit 
 

 Lessons build effectively on prior lessons 
throughout the unit 
 

Implements ideas provided by 
cooperating teacher or supervisors 
in designing or modifying plans 
 

 Thoughtfully seeks, reflects and 
incorporates suggestions and feedback 
provided by supervisor and cooperating 
teacher 
 

Lesson plan has all appropriate 
elements (objective, teaching 
strategies, assessments) aligned 
with one another. 
 

 Lesson plan has all appropriate elements 
(objective, teaching strategies, 
assessments) aligned with one another. 
 

Prepares lessons that include 
content and methods of instruction 
that are culturally relevant and use 
community resources.  
 

 Prepares lessons that include content and 
methods of instruction that are culturally 
relevant and use community resources 
and are differentiated for individual 
learners/standards 
 

  Plans effective uses of technology and 
contingencies for when it fails 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Planning & 
Preparation 

  Lessons use multiple resources and 
perspectives 
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Notes: 
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University of Minnesota Duluth, Secondary Teacher Education Program 
Professional Development and Teaching Observations 

Student Teaching 
 

Post-Observation – Domain A: Planning & Preparation 
 

 
 
Student Teacher: ___________________________________________Observer: ____________________________________________ 
 
Grade Level(s): __________ Subject(s): __________________________________________________  Date: ___________________ 
 
Lesson Plan Title or Activity Title: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
1. As you reflect on your plan for this lesson, what went well?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What part of your plan didn’t go well?  What was unexpected?  If you were to do the lesson 

again, what in your lesson plan would you change if anything? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What do you have planned next for student learning? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How will the effectiveness of this lesson affect your long term and short term planning? 
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5. How have you or how do you plan to participate in planning as a collegial activity?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. If you could have used technology to enhance this lesson how would you have used it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. In thinking about future observations and reflections, what are some areas upon which you 
would like to focus? 
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