PRINCIPAL GROUPS OF SEDIMENTARY ROCK


TERRIGENOUS CLASTIC SEDIMENTS


Sandstones (20-25%)


Mudrocks  (65%)

Siltstone


Conglomerate


Breccia

Mud-sized particles are easily kept in suspension.  They settle only in areas of quiet water.  Such places are floodplains, edges of deltas, lagoons, oceans below wave base. 

Greywacke-siltstones are found at the edges of continental margins, and are typically graded.  A greywacke is a terrigenous sedimentary rock that has at least 15% mud but less than 75% mud-sized material.  The rest is either silt, sand or larger.

Sandstones are generally deposited in areas of high kinetic energy such as desert dunes, beaches, marine sandbars, river channels or alluvial and submarine fans.

BIOGENIC, BIOCHEMICAL AND ORGANIC SEDIMENTS


Limestone (10-15%)-Chert- Phosphorite-Coal-Oil Shale


Carbonate rocks generally consist of the hard parts of marine organisms (true since the Cambrian).  They recrystallize after deposition.  They are generally shallow and marine.


CHEMICAL SEDIMENTS


Evaporites—caused by the evaporation of sea water


Ironstones- precipitation of Fe and silica from sea water.


VOLCANICLASTIC SEDIMENTS

            Tuff

             Ignimbrite

             Hyaloclastite
