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PREFACE

This book is written to provide wildlife students, most of
whom do not have a farm background, with information about
different kinds of farms and insights into how they are operated.
Why is this important? Because a recently-graduated biologist
should be able to talk with a farmer about wildlife and about
holsteins, silos, oats, steers, 4-wheel drive tractors, duals, and
other things that are part of a farm operation.

Aren't such things common knowledge? 1I've known students who
didn't know what oats grain looked like, who couldn't identify
corn in the field, who didn't know that crops needed to mature
before harvest, and that putting up a storage bin involves more
than erecting a structure, like financing, for example.

I hope that this book helps the present student generation
learn about farm operations since few of them have opportunities
to experience these. A book such as this is not as good as growing
up on a farm, but it's better than no exposure at all.

Aaron N. Moen
Professor of Wildlife Ecology






IN APPRECIATION

This book is one way for me to express appreciation to my
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Oliver C. Moen, for the loving examples they
continually set for me and my sisters on the family farm in
western Minnesota. Farming was living; it was what we did with
our time. The weather regulated much of what we did, both daily
and seasonally. I remember sunshine and clouds, hot weather and
cold weather, rainstorms and snowstorms . . . but I cannot recall
my parents ever complaining about such things over which they had
no control. Dad has told me several times since retiring from the
farm, that he "loved every minute of it, even the hard times."

The productive fields, the clean white barn, the herd of
holstein cattle and other livestock were a tribute to my father.
The neat, well-kept farmhouse with it's spacious lawn and flower
gardens was a tribute to my mother. Home-baked bread, bountiful
meals, neat and clean clothes . . . plus an overflowing love that
made each one of us feel safe and secure have all had impacts on
me and my sisters that are beyond measure.

Since living close to the land and it's wildlife has always
been a way of life for me, my birthright has granted me the
opportunity to share a feeling with Aldo Leopold. In his notes
that later became A SAND COUNTY ALMANAC, he wrote: "Every farm is
a textbook on animal ecology . . . " '

In the summer of 1982, Dad and I were fishing on a small lake
in western Minnesota, talking of growing up on the farm, of
raising kids, and of life in general. "They were the best years
of my life," he said, when we could all "work together, play
together, and worship together."

He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle,
and herb for the service of man:
that he may bring forth food
out of the earth . . .

Psalm 104:14 | u/‘/)

& 9,
g
W

vii



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Looking back, I wish to acknowledge the significant impacts
that my graduate advisors, Dr. Max Patch and Dr. William H.
Marshall have had on my professional thinking, and the
encouragement and support of Dr. Dwight A. Webster and Dr. W.

Harry Everhart, previous Department Chairman during my tenure at
Cornell.

I wish to acknowledge Dr. Ray T. Oglesby, present Department
Chairman, for his continued encouragement, and the resource
management challenges he calls to our attention.

My sincere thanks to Nergis Sabavala for her excellent
assistance in all of my work each day.

It has been interesting to have my wife in graduate school
and teaching, three sons in biological studies in college, and a
musical and athletic daughter in high school while writing this
book. We all seem to be looking in the same direction-—toward
further education--and that has simplified our family routine to
primarily studying. It has been rewarding.

Looking forward, I wish to acknowledge the students who will
use this book. Your comments will be particularly helpful as
revisions, additions, and deletions are made in future printings.

_The’following students have made suggestions which have been
considered in the later printings.

[Users of the pre-publication student edition: please send
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