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Birkeland, Janis

2004 Design for Sustainability. London: Earthscan 

Birkeland is an architect who provides numerous measures communities can undertake to become more sustainable.  These include waste reduction, alternative transportation, and energy control, and permaculture (a sustainable form of semi-controlled agriculture that does not rely on excessive human interference).  Chapter 8, “Productivity, Land, and Transport Efficiency” directly addresses issues of sustainability in UMD: specifically, making sustainable measures not only effective, but accessible to students, faculty, and visitors.

Energy & Environmental Education Resources

2008 The Sustainable Campus.  Electronic document, http://www.sustainablecampus.org/index.htm, accessed February 3, 2009.  

The first portion of the website is devoted to what sustainability is and why it is important for the campus community.  The site defines sustainability in terms of the three E’s (economy, environment, equality) and states that green campuses require cooperation between four entities: the administration, the academic departments (students and staff), the university research effort, and the local community.  The other portion of the website contains valuable links to other sources.  It is these links that I think will prove most helpful in our future research.  Links include current issues in economics and the environment; information on taking action in the transportation, water, waste, or building sector; and general resources that pertain to sustainability in general and campus sustainability more specifically.  

Global Development Research Center

Sustainable Transportation. Electronic Document, http://www.gdrc.org/uem/sustran/sustran.html, accessed February 5, 2009.

This website offers clear goals and ideas towards sustainable transportation practices.  It gives ideas on how introducing sustainable transportation practices can be economically beneficial.  It also gives ideas on how to make communities biker and pedestrian friendly.  This particular article will be beneficial if our group decides to work with the transportation issue at UMD.  It offers many insightful ideas into the economics behind different forms of transportation.  However, many of the ideas it offers are very large scale and our group project would likely not improve the sustainability of transportation at UMD in the next few months with the given ideas.

Komiyama, H., and S. Kraines

2008 The Limit of Energy Efficiency. In Vision 2050: Roadmap for a Sustainable Earth. Pp. 49-59. Tokyo: Springer

To determine the limits of energy efficiency, one must find out the minimum energy requirements of a given human energy consuming activity. Compare this number with the actual energy that is being used and the difference is the maximum potential conservation. The chapter explains different forms of human energy consumption such as transportation, heating/cooling and the ways in which energy can be saved and redirected for alternate usage rather than going to waste. For instance, during transportation energy is often wasted when vehicles use breaks to come to a stop. If automobile breaks could be connected to rechargeable batteries the otherwise-wasted energy could be conserved and used later. Because our group is focusing on sustainable alternatives in transportation and other energy consuming activities, this book should provide useful information to our collective project. 

Learning for Sustainability

Introduction. Electronic document, http://learningforsustainability.net, accessed February 5, 2009. 

Attempts to move towards sustainability are based on sharing knowledge and  cooperating to achieve collective goals. Organizations, groups and governments  that wish to facilitate a sustainable planet need to collaborate in order make  progress. This website is both a networking tool to help people work together and  an informational hub that offers ideas, frameworks and possible methods to steer  businesses and communities in the direction of sustainability. Combining designs  for sustainable practices and networking opportunities for interested parties, this  site should present ideas for our group project. 

Mariola, Matthew J.

2008 The local industrial complex? Questioning the link between local foods and energy use. Agriculture and Human Values. 25(2):193-197.
Mariola’s  article highlights some possible negatives to incorporating local food into a sustainable program. It compares the types of transportation that are used in both global and local systems. The article argues that despite the fact that local food typically travels smaller distances, their food transportation is less efficient per piece than food that has traveled long distances. It is useful for this project because it emphasizes a hollistic approach to sustainablity and urges the reader to fully analyze the ramifications of decisions. Both of these aspects will be helpful in our project.
Toor, Will and Spenser W. Havlick

2004 Transportation and Sustainability in Campus Communities.  In Transportation & Sustainable Campus Communities: Issues, Examples, Solutions.  Pp. 17-30.  Washington: Island Press.

Toor and Havlick explore the concept of introducing more sustainable methods of transportation in this opening chapter of their book.  Transportation demand management (TDM) is one way of decreasing the ongoing problem of parking in universities nation-wide.  TDM works to allay parking issues by reducing the demand for parking through alternative transportation means.  The authors warn, though, that students and staff cannot be expected to make major shifts to more sustainable modes of transportation if the larger community does not support improved bike paths, more frequent bus routes, and safe pedestrian routes.  Many colleges are given as examples of what has and has not worked in the past and could be used as potential resources.  The other chapters of the book also delve into more detail relating to the various options one has in trying to create a more sustainable campus transportation system.
University of California, Berkeley
Sustainability at the University of California, Berkely. Electronic Document, http://sustainability.berkeley.edu. Accessed February 4, 2009.
UC Berkeley’s Campus Sustainability sets goals for the campus, implements changes, and evaluates progress annually.  Sustainability is operationalized via a “sustainability metric” table that compares figures – such as number of students and faculty who drive alone, overall student population, and wastewater generated – from 1990 to present.  Berkeley’s measures might be comparable to UMD in terms of sustainability, insofar as both colleges are near large bodies of water and are trying to improve conditions for foot and bicycle travel in hilly areas.  One factor to consider, however, is weather: Berkeley might not have similar energy expenditures in terms of heating during winter months.  We would primarily use Berkely’s model as it concerns alternative transportation and waste.
Wilkes, George

2004 Angry Trout Café Notebook. Danbury: Northwind Sailing Incorporated

This book discusses the practices of a small restaurant in Grand Marais.  Author George Wilkes points out the need for sustainable practices to be used by governments and large corporations and the destruction that results when sustainability is not considered.  Wilkes then shows how his small restaurant is doing its part to run a socially just, environmentally friendly, economically sensible establishment.  The restaurant meets daily goals, including purchasing foods, products, and services that are produced locally; reducing – with the intention of eliminating – landfill waste and toxic materials, and creating a workplace where employees are treated with dignity.  This source would be helpful if we chose to focus upon sustainable practices for food and waste at UMD.  This is a small restaurant especially compared to the size of UMD’s food services, but because of the company’s locality, it might be applicable to this research.
Zero Waste International Alliance

2009 Standards. Electronic Document, http://www.zwia.org/index.html, accessed February 4, 2009.

The Zero Waste International Alliance has a specific set of standards to assess disposal of goods that would be a good benchmark to compare the efforts at UMD to. They also have a useful set of links to other Zero Waste organizations throughout the world. Once we have a set of standards, we can evaluate how UMD is doing and what it can improve upon.

