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1. How long have you been working for the Arrowhead Regional Development Commission?

12 yrs

2. As the Principal Planner of the Metropolitan Interstate Council, what does your job entail?

My position at the MIC entails working with local agencies, jurisdictions and citizens on a wide range of transportation issues.  Some of the topics I deal with are port planning, freight movements, roadway corridor studies, pedestrian and bike issues, and neighborhood traffic issues.  If you go to our website at www.dsmic.org you can see the variety of things we get involved in. 

3. What is the goal of your organization?

The MIC is the federally designated metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Duluth-Superior area.  Every urban area in the US with 50,000 or more in population has an MPO.  MPOs are charged with working with local jurisdictions and transportation agencies to do transportation and land use planning.  The MIC’s goal is to plan safe and efficient transportation systems that will provide for the mobility needs of the local communities.

4. What was the purpose of the biking route study?

To develop a system of signed bike routes to help bicyclists more easily ride throughout the area.  We analyzed area roads to identify which ones are most compatible to biking.   

5. How did you become interested in the subject?

As a transportation planner, I am interested in promoting a balanced transportation system where users have the ability to choose different modes of transportation.  In this country, we do a good job of providing facilities for automobiles but we don’t always do a good job of providing facilities for bikes and pedestrians.

6. What were the results of the biking route study (if available)?

We run this quasi-model called the Bike Compatible Index which identifies the roads most suitable for biking.  Then we take the results and work with area bike groups to see which roads make the most sense.  The result is a system of routes that is shown on our bike map.  Go to our website www.dsmic.org/bikemap to see a copy of the bike map.
7. What do you think would be the most beneficial change to promote biking in Duluth?

Promoting biking in this area will provide transportation users with more mobility choices.  It will also promote healthy lifestyles.  Other benefits include improved air quality, less auto congestion, and higher quality of life. 

8. What do you see as barriers to biking around UMD and Duluth?

Some of the biggest barriers to biking in the UMD area are the lack of on-street bike lanes, the condition of area roads and the topography and climate of this area.  Local road engineers and designers resist designing bike lanes into new roads.  Local drivers are unwilling to share the road.  The use of cell phone in automobiles also makes the biking environment less safe.  Lots of hills and long winters also inhibit biking except for the most dedicated riders.
9. Mindy Granley noted that you bike year round; do you have tips to make this feasible to students at UMD?

Mindy may have been thinking about someone else, but I am not an avid bike rider.  I prefer trails to roads when I ride although I am well versed on how to ride in traffic.  
I think UMD and CSS students interested in biking should start organizing and advocating for more and better bike facilities both on campus and off campus.  A letter writing campaign to the City of Duluth and UMD & CSS administration demanding better biking facilities would go a long way.  The solution to the perceived lack of parking on both campuses is to get more people out of their cars and walking, biking and using transit to get to and from campus.  
10. What is your ideal goal for transportation in Duluth?

My ideal for transportation in this area is to have an integrated system of complete sidewalk networks, bike lanes on most major roads and a robust transit system.  Combine these three pieces with a well maintained system of roads and people in this area, no matter what age or ability (disability), would have good safe mobility options for their transportation needs.  The other major piece would be a system of off-street trails that would provide a combination of recreation opportunities and commuting options. 

The bottom line is that roads are public rights of way and are there for anyone to use not just vehicle drivers.

11. If need be, may I contact you with further questions in the next few days?
Yes, my work # is 529-7514.

You may also want to contact James Gittemeier (529-7556) in our office.  He does the majority of bike planning, is a daily bike commuter, and is well connected with the local bike community. 

