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Cycling Club Interviews

Jesse Ewert

The Cat Empire

Interview: Anthony Braden

4/16/09

Anthony Braden is the president of the UMD Cycling Club. The Cat Empire thought he would be a good candidate to both gather information from and involve in the effort to make the UMD campus friendlier to bicycle transportation. Because contact was made a short time before the due date for the interview, email interviewing was the only option that was pursued thus far. Braden has agreed to answer some follow up questions in person later next week. He has also distributed these questions to the officers of the Cycling Club. Two subsequent email interviews from the officers are included as well.
Braden Email Interview:
Q:
What kind of organization is the UMD Cycling Club? What activities  
do you take part in? What is the organization?s main purpose?

 A:
Cycling club is a student run organization that gives students
staff and faculty a chance to explore the sport of cycling and all of its
disciplines (road, mountain, track, and cyclocross). Our activities: club
meetings discussing racing and general club business, potluck get togethers,
weekly group bike rides, racing as far as Kansas, annual bike raffle
fundraiser, first annual bike to school day. Our main purpose is to just get
people out riding and training, show them what the sport is all about.


Q:        How many members does the club currently have? When was the Cycling
Club started? How has membership fluctuated over the years?

A:
Approx. 25 members. It was started in spring 2007 by Mike smith, he has
since transferred. Membership has grown since then.


Q:        What does the Cycling Club do to advertise itself and/or get people
interested in biking?

A:
Weekly rides meet outside the SPHC building, posters put up around school,
bike to school day, fund raiser raffle.


Q:        What is your background with cycling, living in the area, and  
getting involved with the club? What made you interested in joining  
the club?

A:
I started seriously riding 3 years ago, one year before the start of the
club.  I joined the club when it started and then began racing with the
club.  I joined because I was interested in the sport and got a really nice
bike for a good price.


Q:        As the Cycling Club’s main contact, what is your role specifically  
within the organization?

A:
I am the president so my job is to make sure things happen.  I organize the
officers and ensure that they are doing their jobs and that ideas of how to
make the club grow are circulating.  Also, to be enthusiastic about the
sport and encourage others to ride and try racing. 


Q:        Do you and your members typically bike for transportation, recreation or both? If not, why?

A:
Some roughly 25% of the members regularly commute throughout the year and
ride for recreation. Most people ride for recreation only due to the harsh
winters of Duluth.


Q:        What are your thoughts on the current biking conditions around the Duluth area?

A:
Outside of the Duluth area the roads are great. However the problem is the
within the city streets. Almost un bikeable in areas due to poor pavement
conditions, no shoulder or both


Q:        What are your favorite and least favorite biking locations?

A:
Favorite: jay cooke state park/cloquet area. Least: getting out of town


Q:        What roads do you think are the most dangerous or least friendly to
bike on? What roads are the safest or friendliest to bikers?

A:
Most dangerous:  Grand Ave in west Duluth all the way to Gary/New Duluth
area. Safest: senic highway 61 or Midway road


Q:        Compared to the rest of the city, how friendly do you think the  
UMD campus is to bikers?

A:
Slightly better.


Q:        How can the University make the campus more desirable to bike to and
from?

A:
Have a centralize location to store bikes oncampus where a bike lock is not
needed. Kind of like a ski coral at ski resorts.


Q:        What can be done to make campus more bikable during the winter
season?

A:
Don't cover the bike racks with snow.


Q:        I understand the Cycling Club is involved in a petition for a bike  
path on Woodland. When did this begin? How is it going? What do you  
predict will happen? How can we help to get the word out?

A:
We expressed interest and would back the petition but we are not organizing
it in anyway. My prediction is nothing will happen, they cant expand the
road into people's yards any further.  It was brought to our attention by
the campus sustainability coordinator about a month ago.

Jason Hedlund Email Interview:

1. What kind of organization is the UMD Cycling Club? What activities do you take part 
in? What is the organization's main purpose?

UMD Cycling Club attempts to promote a more active participation in cycling among all 
people.  We have a weekly organized group ride at a slow pace as well as other fast paced 
training rides.  Our main purpose is to get people more interested in the physical 
activity of cycling to and to promote bike racing (road or mountain bike).  However, we 
also are beginning to gain more participants by working with sustainability and 
transportation projects such as this.


2. How many members does the club currently have? When was the Cycling Club started? How 
has membership fluctuated over the years?

The club started about 2007 as a subset of the umd nordic ski club. However, after enough 
interest arose, we broke off into an independent club.  We started off small (3-10 active 
members) and have grown since then to what we consider pretty good participation.  We 
currently have about 16 people who have paid dues and nearly that many more that are 
active regardless of paying dues.  So, we have only had steady growth within the club.

3. What does the Cycling Club do to advertise itself and/or get people interested in 
biking?

We hang posters in the hallways at UMD and sometimes around duluth informing people of 
group ride schedules and meetings or upcoming events.  Also for our group rides, we try 
to meet in places where we will be seen to advertise the activity of the club.  We 
currently meet for group rides in ordean court.

4. What is your background with cycling, living in the area, and getting involved with 
the club? What made you interested in joining the club?

I have ridden a bike my whole life, mostly as a mode of transportation. In 2004, after I 
graduated highschool, I competed in my first triathlon.  I have been competing since then 
and that led me to help start the umd cycling club a few years back.  I have been living 
in Duluth since 2004, only during the school year.  When I started at UMD there was not a 
cycling club.  I was one of two or three people who got together and formed it.


5. As the Cycling Club's main contact, what is your role specifically within the 
organization?

As Vice President, I act as a leader within the club.  I designed all of the Umd cycling 
clothing and posters as well as the website (http://umdcycling.terapad.com).  I lead 
group rides as well.

6. Do you and your members typically bike for transportation, recreation or both? If not, 
why?

I bike to school at least 3 days a week and take the DTA if I don't bike.  I occasionally 
bike recreationally, but typically it is for training.

7. What are your thoughts on the current biking conditions around the Duluth area?

Obviously the road surfaces are very poor, but besides that, there are fairly wide 
shoulders.  Biking is not too difficult and vehicles seem to be friendlier here than in 
other cities.

8. What are your favorite and least favorite biking locations?

My favorite biking locations are scenic hwy 61, jean duluth road, skyline pkwy, and the 
willard munger trail.  However, willard munger trail is difficult and unsafe to bike to 
the trailhead.  Skyline parkway is very rough.

9. What roads do you think are the most dangerous or least friendly to bike on? What 
roads are the safest or friendliest to bikers?

21st is obviously not safe to ride on, but not really useable.  4th street is a major 
road that I commute on often and is not very biker friendly.

10. Compared to the rest of the city, how friendly do you think the UMD campus is to 
bikers?

UMD is quite biker friendly.  I have no trouble or conflict on campus when biking to 
school.

11. How can the University make the campus more desirable to bike to and from?

Better bike storage.  Covered shelter/storage.  More Bike lockers, or safe place to lock 
up bikes.  Many of us in the cycling club own very expensive bikes, but refuse to commute 
to school because we have no place to safely store them.

12. What can be done to make campus more bike-able during the winter season?

The only reason I commute less by bike in the winter is the damage that salt has on my 
bike.  It instantly rusts when I begin to commute and put a bike out of commission.  If 
there was a place to wash the salt off our bikes, that would be amazing.  I think if this 
were to happen, more people would bike in the winter.

13. I understand the Cycling Club is involved in a petition for a bike path on Woodland. 
When did this begin? How is it going? What do you predict will happen? How can we help to 
get the word out?

I first heard about this a month or two ago when our club met with Mindy Granley, umd 
sustainability coordinator.  I actually am not sure where this project is at.  I know 
very little about it.

Beth Franzwa Email Interview:

1.        What kind of organization is the UMD Cycling Club? What activities
do you take part in? What is the organization?s main purpose?

Our purpose is to provide ways for people to become interested in biking.  We have all 
different types of people in our group.  There are people who race very competitively and 
people who like to just bike around town.  Our ultimate goal is to have a every type of 
rider involved in our club.


2.        How many members does the club currently have? When was the Cycling

Club started? How has membership fluctuated over the years?

We have about 15-20 particpating members.  The club was started two years ago (I'm 
somewhat sure)  and it branched off from the Nordic Skiing Club.  This year has been our 
most sucessful year.  We've had two raffles and a lot of interest.

3.        What does the Cycling Club do to advertise itself and/or get people

interested in biking?

We have posters around school and we also have an email alias to keep everyone updated.  
We also have a table a few times a year in front of the bookstore.


4.        What is your background with cycling, living in the area, and
getting involved with the club? What made you interested in joining
the club?

I was initially only a Nordic skier and a runner.  My roommate, who has been my sport 
buddy since middle school got me into biking.  Now I'm the treasurer for the club.  I 
love cycling as an alternative to running because my knees can't handle much more.  And I 
love knowing that I can do this the rest of my life.  I grew up in Lake Elmo, MN.  It's 
just east of St. Paul.

5.        As the Cycling Club?s main contact, what is your role specifically
within the organization?

I'm the treasurer for the Cycling Club.  I handle all finances.

6.        Do you and your members typically bike for transportation,
recreation or both? If not, why?

Most of our rides are for training.  Road racing is in the Spring.  But most of us also 
bike for transportation.

7.        What are your thoughts on the current biking conditions around the
Duluth area?

The road conditions are very poor.  Pot holes and cracks are very dangerous at high 
speeds on a road bike.  These things seem to restrict the location and duration of my 
training rides.

8.        What are your favorite and least favorite biking locations?

I love to bike on Jean Duluth Rd.  This road (up until a certain point) has a very wide 
shoulder, with somewhat smoother pavement.
My least favorite place to bike is on Woodland Ave.  Woodland has many pot holes and 
cracks.  It is pretty miserable to ride on.

9.        What roads do you think are the most dangerous or least friendly to
bike on? What roads are the safest or friendliest to bikers?

Woodland is bad, and 4th street is pretty busy with all the traffic.

10.        Compared to the rest of the city, how friendly do you think the
UMD campus is to bikers?

UMD is a pretty good place to ride, especially compared to the rest of the city.  There 
are lots of sidewalks and the roads aren't too busy.  But they are pretty narrow.  My 
biggest concern when riding to school is the safety of my bike when I'm in class.

11.        How can the University make the campus more desirable to bike to and
from?

There could be more bike paths and also more bike racks.  I'm also very interested in 
bike lockers.  I think we have either 3 or 6 bike lockers that are available each year, 
but we definitely need more.  Bike lockers are a safer alternative to racks.

12.        What can be done to make campus more bikable during the winter
season?

Sidewalks and roads have to be clear of snow.  When snow is plowed it seems to pile up 
against the bike racks.  Then we can't use them.

13.        I understand the Cycling Club is involved in a petition for a bike
path on Woodland. When did this begin? How is it going? What do you
predict will happen? How can we help to get the word out?

I don't know a lot about the bike path petition.  But it would be really nice to have one.

Erica Whalen Email Interview
1.        What kind of organization is the UMD Cycling Club? What activities
do you take part in? What is the organization?s main purpose?  The  
main purpose of the UMD Cycling Club is create a group of students  
dedicated to road, mountain and cyclocross racing.  We race  
collegiately although we officially only have club status at UMD.   
We are also involved in promoting biking in the community,  
especially through a partnership with the sustainability club to  
organize a bike to school day on campus (April 23rd).


2.        How many members does the club currently have? When was the Cycling

Club started? How has membership fluctuated over the years?  The  
club originally started several years ago and then it lapsed.  We  
brought it back in 2007 and membership and dedication has grown  
since.  We have a core group of about 20 dedicated riders but we  
have over 80 on our email alias.  This includes students of all ages  
and staff members.


3.        What does the Cycling Club do to advertise itself and/or get people

interested in biking?  We have a table several times a year and at  
the student activities fair.  We also have had a table at the  
Chester Bowl Fall Fest as part of our fundraising and to increase  
community awareness.  We've had posters around school and at one  
point we had an article printed in the Statesman. 4.        What is your  
background with cycling, living in the area, and
getting involved with the club? What made you interested in joining
the club?  I've been riding bike for many years with my family in  
the Twin Cities but I didn't get interested in racing until I came  
to Duluth.  I also run most of my errands and commute to school by  
bike so I've had experience with that aspect as well.  Generally,  
Duluth is a good city for biking but the roads are in pretty bad  
shape and many of the roads don't have shoulders.  Inattentive  
drivers are a problem in every city however.  I've been involved in  
one minor traffic accident due to an inattentive driver and there  
always those drivers who don't think bikes should be on the road.


5.        As the Cycling Club?s main contact, what is your role specifically
within the organization?  I am the secretary for the club so I'm  
involved in most of the organizational activities and communicating  
event and race information.


6.        Do you and your members typically bike for transportation,
recreation or both? If not, why?  Both.  Sometimes biking for  
transportation is difficult because of our long winters and the  
steep hills.  I think more people would commute by bike if the roads  
were in better shape also.


7.        What are your thoughts on the current biking conditions around the
Duluth area?  Nearly every road in Duluth needs pretty serious  
maintainance.  The potholes are dangerous and the shoulders need to  
be expanded. It's to the point where a mountain bike is required in  
many spots.


8.        What are your favorite and least favorite biking locations?  Most  
of the good biking is north of Duluth or in Hermantown because  
you're out of the more busy areas and the road is better.  Highway  
61 is a beautiful ride and probably my favorite.


9.        What roads do you think are the most dangerous or least friendly to

bike on? What roads are the safest or friendliest to bikers?  The  
lower part of Woodland Ave. is extremely dangerous to ride and  
always recommended to avoid.  The best roads are those outside of  
town or in Hermantown.  Within Duluth, E. Superior is fairly good  
because of the shoulder.


10.        Compared to the rest of the city, how friendly do you think the
UMD campus is to bikers?  The campus is pretty good, but there are  
always things that need to be improved.  11.        How can the University  
make the campus more desirable to bike to and
from?  More bike racks are needed and it would be nice to have bike  
lanes on College St. and St. Marie.  More bike lockers at a cheaper  
price would be great too so there are safer storage options.


12.        What can be done to make campus more bikable during the winter
season?  I don't ride when there's snow and ice but some people do.   
I would say better upkeep of sidewalks as far as plowing and keeping  
the bikeracks free of snow.


13.        I understand the Cycling Club is involved in a petition for a bike
path on Woodland. When did this begin? How is it going? What do you
predict will happen? How can we help to get the word out?   
Unfortunately, we learned of the project as they were finishing the  
planning stage so the response I received from the city was that it  
would be nice to have a bike lane but they were too far into the  
planning to include it.  I am extremely disappointed with this  
response and I'm not sure what else can be done.  It would be great  
if other students could give feedback to the city or if the  
University would step in as it should have done in the first place.


Thanks,
Erica Whalen
If you need more info, let me know. 

