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Achilles Sangster [A] interviewing Shaun Beauchem [S]

April 28, 2009

A:  So I'm interviewing Shaun...I’m sorry.  I can't pronounce your last name.

S:  Beauchem.  [pronounced Beach-um]

A:  Beauchem.  And I'm interviewing you for a project I'm doing for my anthropology seminar.  So you use your personal car as your primary form of transportation.  Would you like to elaborate on why it's more convenient than walking or taking the bus from where you live?

S:  Well, for one thing, during the winter, I don't want to, you know, walk in the cold.  [Laughs] So-ho-ho!  I take my car and I'm there right in, like, under five minutes.  Which is also why I like taking it even when it's warm out...when it's, like, 70 I like to walk, you know, just to stay in shape and...because it's healthy [Laughs].  And plus finding a parking spot just sucks.

A:  Where do you prefer to park?

S:  Um, ah, last year I used to park at the pay lots, but after the construction they cut down on parking spots a lot.

A:  The pay lots by the sports and health center?  By the engineering school?

S:  Yeah.  So now, this year, I've been parking at the meters, but I try to park on the roads because, ah, well my girlfriend lives on campus, and I usually go to her place after class, and I don't want to keep putting quarters in the meter!  So I've been trying to park on the road more often.

A:  Have you considered getting a parking permit?

S:  Nnno, because I didn't plan on...that...and one of my friends had a parking permit one year, and it was just horrible.  He would have to get to class, an hour before to try to find a spot.  But those were at prime hours, though.

A:  Do you know what hours those were?

S:  Nine or ten.

A:  And you also prefer to walk.  About how long does it take to walk?

S:  Oh, about 15, 20 minutes.

A:  Is there anything that can make walking more convenient?

S:  No, not really.

A:  Ah, and you prefer to use your car.  If biking were available to you, would you bike?

S:  Mmm, probably, yeah.  'Cause, you know, free parking [Laughs], and, you know, it wouldn't take as long as walking.

A:  And do you own a bike?

S:  I don't.

A:  Did you ever used to own a bike?

S:  You know, I think I have one either at my mom's or my dad's, but I have never brought it up here.

A:  Have you ever taken the bus to campus?

S:  I have.  I actually have a story about that!  [Laughs]

A:  Tell away!

S:  Well, one time I came to school, I parked in the pay lot.  And then I realized, "Hey, I have a test at six, but I don't have my book."  So, it was four at this time, so I'm like, "Oh, I'm just going to take the bus home, grab my book, then take the bus back.  That way I won't have to pay to get back in the pay lot."  The one-twenty--er, one-fifty [Laughs].  I do that.  Getting back to my place is easy; I got on the bus, and they just...that was the first stop.  So I get out, I go grab my book.  And it was raining, otherwise I would've walked.  And actually, when I walked to get on the bus, it stopped raining, so I was like, "I should just walk.  Eh, the bus is gonna be here any minute, so I'll just get on the bus, then."  I got on the bus, and...long story short, I ended up in Superior, at like Mariner Mall.  And I'm like, "Dammit, my test is, like, in 30 minutes!"  So I made it back to class, and...I made it back to school at 6:30.  My test was at six!  I rushed in, I talked to the professor!  I'm like, "I don't know what happened!  The friggin bus, I..."  [Laughs]  You know, 'cause I thought the bus was gonna go right to UMD, and it didn't.  It went to St. Scholastica, then downtown, and I get into the bus and thought he was going to pull back to UMD.  Then it crosses the bridge to superior...I'm like "Oooh, crap!"  [Laughs].

A:  Do you know what bus number it was at all?

S:  [Sighs]  Ah, the 11 or something?  I dunno.  I don't know what it was.

A:  Were you able to end up taking the test?

S:  Oh, yeah!  The professor's like, "Yeah, that's fine."  So yeah, I took the test.

A:  Do you ever take the bus anywhere else?

S:  No.

A:  Was that the only time you've taken the bus?

S:  [Laughs]  No, I've taken the bus a few other times before.  It was mostly, when one of my friends was just like, "Let's just ride the bus around Duluth."  Just for the heck of it.  I never took it with the intent of going anywhere, except for that one time.  'Cause if it's like, if I'm gonna go and get something to eat then I might as well drive, 'cause that way you don't have to wait on the bus for all the bus stops and let it go it's little route, you just go straight there and straight back.

A:  Would increasing bus frequency help you, based on your story?

S:  I think the main reason for, well...I had no experience with the bus, no experience with how the routes work, and I think if I understood that it would be cost effective, and save on gas.  It's just...I got on the bus at the wrong spot.  I got on at the Kenwood shopping center, and there's one bus that comes there and one that comes on the other side of the street.  I think the little bus...the little bus stop things should tell you which side of the street to wait on.

A:  Better sidwalks.  Where do you think the sidewalk conditions could be improved?

S:  Ah, well I usually walk from Kenwood to I think it's Brainerd Avenue...I'm not sure. All I know is it goes up a hill then goes down a hill, and then...I know usually where I come in...you know over by Health Services?

A:  Yeah, yeah.

S:  You take that road out to Junction, you go straight, and then there's those little cement blocks blocking that road.  And that area just has no sidewalks.  So it, it's just the roads and it's very steep, the hill you have to go up--both ways, it seems like.

A:  Is that something that you think can be improved upon in any way?

S:  I think sidewalks.  That might make it safer!  [Laughs]  But it is a residential area, so...

A:  If there was a bike path, and you had a bike, would you bike to school if you had a bike and a route?

S:  I think I would.  Because actually I see people biking and, you know, the sidewalks aren't in very good condition in Kenwood.  And even the roads; I see people biking in the roads, and just even driving  the roads to school, there's so many potholes it's just...you hit one of those on a bike?  I could see you just flipping over and...[Grossed out "Uck!" sound]!  One time I was coming back from campus...I forget the name of the road...but I was taking Junction, and there's a road that cuts across to Arrowhead, and I was almost to the stoplight, and there was this guy biking up ahead of me and I saw him just flip over!  He just wiped out!  And I was like, "Go-ho-hod!"  And I was just like, "Oh!  I don't want to bike!"  [Laughs]

A:  What do you think about your ability to walk from your neighborhood, and then around there, and to campus?

S:  That's tough.  Because where I live, it's either you go this way [Left, then 90 degrees to the right] then cut across, or this way [Right, then 90 degrees to the left] and cut across.  You can't just cut straight to UMD.  So that makes it a lot longer.  If they would build a path through the woods to UMD from Superone, that'd be perfect.

A:  Out of curiosity, and I'm sorry this sounds like a question I already asked you, but how long does it take you to drive to school, park, and get to class?

S:  Hmm.  Ten minutes.  I'm trying to think of when I usually leave for class.  Today I actually left 20 minutes before class 'cause I had to drop my girlfriend off, and I planned on finding a spot on the road, 'cause I didn't have any quarters, so I wanted to account for that.  Then, actually, on the way to class, a lady in a van pulled up and asked me directions to Weber Hall [Laughs], so that took about three, four minutes explaining to her.  But I made it to class pretty much at...right on time.

A:  But leaving 20 minutes early still leaves you plenty of time?

S:  Oh, yeah!  It all depends on if I can find a parking spot.  If I can find a parking spot at the first place I check?  Perfect; I'll get to class early.  If I have to look around, I might be late.

A:  Those are all the questions I had for you in general.  Do you have any questions, or anything to ask of me?  Or anything in general you want to say about transportation?

S:  Gas prices are pretty reasonable right now.  A lot more reasonable than $2.99.

A:  Ah, what kind of vehicle do you own?

S:  Oh.  It's a '91 Grand Prix.

A:  2 door, 4 door?

S:  2 door.

A:  Do you know how many miles a gallon it gets?

S:  I don't think about it.  Probably less than 20.  I can actually get to the cities without going through a full tank of gas.  I can get to the cities in a half, er a third, a third or three forths of a tank of gas.

A:  Ah, then I think that's all the questions I have.  Anything else you want to say to me?

S:  No, I don't think so.

A:  Then that concludes our interview!
