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Jesse Ewert (JE): Do you guys use a bike for transportation most of the time?

BF: I’m just starting to, because we have our race bikes, but we don’t ride those to school because we don’t like to lock them up outside. He has a commuter and I have a commuter bike and you (JH) have been commuting longer than I have, most of this semester. I plan to until the end of the semester.
JE: What are the main reasons you guys don’t bike to campus? What hinders you from biking to campus or what could they do better here on campus to make it more comfortable for you to bike?

BF: My main reason is theft. I would never bring a nice bike to school. I feel like for sure people would take parts off it. Now that I have a commuter that I got for free that’s worth nothing, I’m ok with bringing that to school. But, I mean I don’t know how you could make it any safer for biking to school other than more bike lockers.

JE: Those are underneath the D.C. (Dining Center) right? Is that where they are?

JH: Yeah, there’s only like 3 or 6. I don’t even know, I haven’t even seen them. They are not advertised.

JE: And you have to pay for them?

JH: There is an annual fee, then you have it for the year. It’s your locker for the year.

JE: So do you think you guys would like to see more of those, maybe for a cheaper cost?

JH: Yeah, something like that.

BF: That would be safer.

JH: Most people in the club, a lot of their reason is because they have really nice bikes and they’re not going to lock up their bikes out there next those other ones. So we want somewhere we can lock a nice bike up so no one can tamper with it. I have other bikes too, but they’re still nice, functioning bikes, but riding them in the winter they get really salty and they rust up instantly. So if there was some way to wash off bikes, like a wash room to spray down your bike. Even then I could still store it outside, just as long as I wash the salt off first so it doesn’t get destroyed. Mountain bikers like to wash the mud off their bikes too.
BF: I’m sure there are hoses around school. I guess maybe not during the winter, but during the non-winter months she (Mindy Granley- UMD Sustainability Coordinator) said we could work something out with facilities management, but that’s turned off during the winter so I don’t know.
JE: And you guys shouldn’t have to go around hunting for stuff like that. They should make it available to you.

BF: Plus you can’t bring bikes into buildings.

JH: I rode my nice bike today and I have an office because I’m a grad student but I wanted to bring it over there because I’m going to leave right from this meeting. I brought it in and some was like “who’s bike is this?” and they kicked me out so I had to walk it back to my office. We can’t have bikes in the building so it would be nice to have somewhere to put nice bikes. As far as biking to school in good conditions, I don’t have a whole lot of problem with that. There are plenty of sidewalks and obviously the roads are in crappy condition, they need to be fixed, but…
BF: That’s just Duluth.

JH: Biking on it’s own isn’t too bad, I’ve never had trouble finding a spot to park. 

JE: You guys said that sometimes they plow snow on the racks in the winter?

BF: I’ve seen piles on the racks, I’m sure there were open racks elsewhere

JH: The one outside the sports and health center is always clear and the one by engineering is usually clear, those are the only two I use. But back when I was in the dorms, LSH (Lake Superior Hall), the bike racks out in front of there the plows just come around and any bikes left on there just get buried for the winter.

JE: Can you think of any other things you would want to see changed around campus that might make it easier for you, and not just you but other people who might want to bike if they had a chance?

BF: Well, bike lanes would be a dream. But it seems so far fetched because they would have to change the whole roads, but I’ve seen roads with bike lanes. I wish all of Minnesota and the U.S. was more bike-friendly. But I don’t know, it’s not terrible. Cars watch out for us but every once and a while you get those assholes. 
JE: Did you know anything about the Woodland Petition?

BF: No I didn’t. I heard about it.

JH: They are redoing woodland.

JE: Yeah, I don’t know much about it.

JH: I don’t know either, except that maybe it’s going to happen later this summer.

JE: So, us (The Cat Empire) as a group, researching this kind of stuff, is there anything you would like to see us focus on a little more? Or anything that you think would get people a little more interested in alternative transportation?
JH: Like this week we have…. Thursday the 23rd….bike to school day. We’ve got stuff like that going on, it’s good to have stuff like that. It’s just more awareness. Like “Hey, you should commute to school on a bike.” If we have more of those days, like a couple every semester. I don’t know who organized that.

JE: If I had any other questions would you mind if I sent you an email or something for a follow up?

JH: Yeah, sure.

JE: Well I should probably let you guys get to your meeting. 

(This was directly before a the Cycling Club meeting at 6:00 pm on Tuesday 4/21)

JE: Thank you so much. 

Good quotes from my interview transcription with the cycling club’s treasurer and vice president. 

Me (JE): What are the main reasons you guys don’t bike to campus? What hinders you from biking to campus or what could they do better here on campus to make it more comfortable for you to bike?

Treasurer- Beth Franzwa (BF): My main reason is theft. I would never bring a nice bike to school. I feel like for sure people would take parts off it. Now that I have a commuter that I got for free that’s worth nothing, I’m ok with bringing that to school. But, I mean I don’t know how you could make it any safer for biking to school other than more bike lockers.

V.P.- Jason Hedlund (JH): Most people in the club, a lot of their reason is because they have really nice bikes and they’re not going to lock up their bikes out there next those other ones. So we want somewhere we can lock a nice bike up so no one can tamper with it. I have other bikes too, but they’re still nice, functioning bikes, but riding them in the winter they get really salty and they rust up instantly. So if there was some way to wash off bikes, like a wash room to spray down your bike. Even then I could still store it outside, just as long as I wash the salt off first so it doesn’t get destroyed. Mountain bikers like to wash the mud off their bikes too.

BF: Plus you can’t bring bikes into buildings.

JH: I rode my nice bike today and I have an office because I’m a grad student but I wanted to bring it over there because I’m going to leave right from this meeting. I brought it in and some was like “who’s bike is this?” and they kicked me out so I had to walk it back to my office. We can’t have bikes in the building so it would be nice to have somewhere to put nice bikes. As far as biking to school in good conditions, I don’t have a whole lot of problem with that. There are plenty of sidewalks and obviously the roads are in crappy condition, they need to be fixed, but…

JE: Can you think of any other things you would want to see changed around campus that might make it easier for you, and not just you but other people who might want to bike if they had a chance?

BF: Well, bike lanes would be a dream. But it seems so far fetched because they would have to change the whole roads, but I’ve seen roads with bike lanes. I wish all of Minnesota and the U.S. was more bike-friendly. But I don’t know, it’s not terrible. Cars watch out for us but every once and a while you get those assholes. 

Here’s some good info from the email inter views I had with the cycling club president-Anthony Braden-and the others. Some of it is repetitive. I’m not sure what the best quotes are. Just let me know if you have any questions.
President- Anthony Braden
Q:        Do you and your members typically bike for transportation, recreation or both? If not, why?

A:
Some roughly 25% of the members regularly commute throughout the year and
ride for recreation. Most people ride for recreation only due to the harsh
winters of Duluth.


Q:        What are your thoughts on the current biking conditions around the Duluth area?

A:
Outside of the Duluth area the roads are great. However the problem is the
within the city streets. Almost un bikeable in areas due to poor pavement
conditions, no shoulder or both


Q:        How can the University make the campus more desirable to bike to and
from?

A:
Have a centralize location to store bikes oncampus where a bike lock is not
needed. Kind of like a ski coral at ski resorts.


Q:        What can be done to make campus more bikable during the winter
season?

A:
Don't cover the bike racks with snow.


Jason Hedlund
11. How can the University make the campus more desirable to bike to and from?

Better bike storage.  Covered shelter/storage.  More Bike lockers, or safe place to lock 
up bikes.  Many of us in the cycling club own very expensive bikes, but refuse to commute to school because we have no place to safely store them.

12. What can be done to make campus more bike-able during the winter season?

The only reason I commute less by bike in the winter is the damage that salt has on my 
bike.  It instantly rusts when I begin to commute and put a bike out of commission.  If 
there was a place to wash the salt off our bikes, that would be amazing.  I think if this 
were to happen, more people would bike in the winter.
Beth Franzwa
11.        How can the University make the campus more desirable to bike to and
from?

There could be more bike paths and also more bike racks.  I'm also very interested in 
bike lockers.  I think we have either 3 or 6 bike lockers that are available each year, 
but we definitely need more.  Bike lockers are a safer alternative to racks.

12.        What can be done to make campus more bikable during the winter
season?

Sidewalks and roads have to be clear of snow.  When snow is plowed it seems to pile up 
against the bike racks.  Then we can't use them.

