Student Interview with Peter Brejcha, April 27, 2008

Kelsey:  Why do you most frequently walk to school?

Peter:  Uhhhh…easiest and most convenient form of transportation for me. Um, bus runs right on the top of this street but I’m only a few blocks away from campus so it doesn’t really make sense to take a bus, really. And, uh, usually I take my bike but at the moment and for the last few months my bike has been out of commission, so, uh, I gotta walk instead. 
K: Why is walking the easiest and most convenient, apart from your bike that is broken?

P: Um, well I don’t have my car up here, but I don’t have a car anways, but, so really its either the option of take the bus, take my bike or walk, and the bus, just, I don’t know, doesn’t make sense. So, walking it is.

K: Is there anything that UMD can do to make walking easier for you?

P: Not really, really I just stay on the streets and if traffic is bad I just take the sidewalk but other than that I think biking is very easy.

K: If they had a bike repair service, would you use it?

P: Yeah, um, definitely, uh…the closest bike shop to here, well I think ski hut is technically the closest, it’s down on fourth, but, uh, that’s just kind of a hassle, especially because I don’t have a bike, I mean I don’t have a car, to bring my bike down there I have to bike down there and bike back up, so, if I could just have a bike service at campus, I could say bring my bike up there in the morning, go to class all day, and pick my bike up when I’m done. That’d be perfect.

K: So you live on top of the hill?

P: I live a few blocks down from campus, um, probably like four or five blocks?

K: Do you find the hills being an impediment to biking?

P: I mean, it’s just, it makes you work harder in the morning. Sometimes I’m lazy and don’t want to, but nothing major, no.

K: When you do bike to campus, how do you feel about road conditions?

P: Um, I guess I’ve never really thought about it. Usually, they’re alright, nothing major, I’ll just…sometimes they’re a little congested during rush hour like 8am and in the winter it’s a little rougher because there’s snow on the ground, but like I said it’s nothing too bad.

K: So you bike all year round if your bike is in working order?

P: Yeah, I try to at least. Sometimes it gets too cold outside too.

K: Do you make any alterations to your bike to make it easier to bike in the snow…do you put chains on your wheels?
P:  Uh, no I don’t. I just make sure that the chain is lubed pretty good so it doesn’t get any dirt in it.

K: Do you find that you have problems with rust?

P: No, no.

K: Do you bike on any trails in Duluth, and how do they compare to biking on the roads here?

P: Uh, yeah, I bike on mostly Hartley which is just beyond the campus a little bit and sometimes down on Lester, which is down in east Duluth I guess. And I really enjoy the trails much more than the, uh, roads, especially since I have a mountain bike and not a road bike. It’s a lot harder to bike on the roads than it is on the trail, because it’s meant for the trail than the roads, uh, so yeah. I really, really enjoy the trails around here.
K: What about the Lakewalk, have you used that?

P: Um, I haven’t used the Lakewalk at all because its all the way down at the bottom of the hill and I don’t want to bike back up, Hehe.

K: If there were more paved trails like it throughout Duluth, would you be inclined to use them?

P: I guess, um, really I don’t use paved trails as a means of transportation from one point to another. Um, if I was going out for an enjoyment ride, just for pure enjoyment, I would stick to dirt trails like Hartley and Lester. 

K: You said that you don’t use paved for transportation, do you mean that as commuting to and from campus?

P: Yeah, I guess if there was, say, just a paved bike path…something that just bikes, and I guess, some people walking on it could only take up to campus. Then yeah, I would much rather prefer that then the road. But, as far as pure enjoyment, I would stick to the dirt trails.

K: I know what you mean, I’m right there with you. There’s something about biking on the trails that makes you feel like you aren’t working one bit and then you get back on the road and are like, man I’m tired. Hehe.

P: Hehe.

K: Okay, how do you feel about bike paths on the road, as a separate lane?

P: Like, uh, as their own lane kind of thing?

K: Correct, yes.

P: I think it’s a good idea. It keeps bikes from having to go on sidewalks where they run into pedestrians and stuff, but, yeah, it keeps the uh bicyclists safe from cars and stuff. They’re not right in the way of the vehicle. Yeah, I think it’s a good idea.
K: Do you ever bike on sidewalks?

P: I do but usually I try to stick to the road because I feel that once you are riding a bike you should act as a vehicle, so you should stick to the road, but if there is heavy traffic or the traffic is going at a much faster pace than I am, then I go onto the sidewalk, out of their way.
K: Where do you typically store your bike on campus?

P: Usually, uh, in that little overhang by MWAH and the Medial building on that little bike rack area, I just lock it up there.
K: Do you choose to park there because it’s convenient and closest to you or your classes, or is it an area that doesn’t have…isn’t very congested?

P: Nope, um definitely because it’s the closest one and most of my classes are in that area so it makes the most sense for me.

K: Have you ever had trouble finding a spot there?

P: At that specific location, yeah, it gets pretty crowded. Especially during the middle of the day when it gets nice out, it’s pretty crowded.

K: When you have parked your bike elsewhere, have you had trouble finding spots there as well?

P:  I’d definitely say that that’s the most congested area, I guess really the only place I’ve parked my bike would be Kirby, which is where the bus goes, and there I’ve never really had any trouble finding a space. But, more bike racks by MWAH would be helpful.
K: Has having trouble being able to find a spot ever made you late for class?

P: Uh….no I don’t think so, uh, I think, I just kinda put it off to the side or something. I don’t know, I’ve never actually been late to class because of it.

K: How do you feel about the security of the bike racks on campus?

P: Um, I guess the bike racks themselves and the location is pretty secure. They’re easily viewed and uh, I don’t see anyone really stealing a bike at all. So I’d say they are pretty secure.

K: If they had something like a bike locker that you’d pay for would you use it?

P: I guess that would depend on the price because I have my own lock, but then again my lock is a u-lock and it’s pretty heavy. But I guess if there was a bike locking mechanism on campus it would be a little more convenient. It depends on what they would charge, I guess.
K: What would you feel would be a reasonable charge?

P: Geez, I really don’t know. (pause) A quarter an hour or something like that, nothing too spendy cause…

K: How about if it were a permanent locker, just yours for the semester?

P: Just for my bike alone?

K: Yeah.

P: Uh, I guess I could pay up to…well….i don’t know. I don’ t thin I’d use a permanent lock cause I’d assume at that point they’d want a bulk payment and then I would just buy my u-lock for twenty bucks and use that.
K: Okay. Aside from your bike repair problems…are there any other impediments to biking to campus?

P: Uh, no, no.

K: What do you know about the DTA program at UMD?

P: I know that they’re the buses that run around Duluth and at least to UMD student’s it’s free if you have your Ucard. Other than that I don’t know the routes, I’ve never used it before.

K: Why not?

P: I guess I just really don’t go anywhere that isn’t easily accessible by my bike or by walking, or one of my roommates sometimes give me rides, if need be, or I borrow their cars, so..

K: How do you feel about the sidewalks in Duluth, when you walk?

P: I guess I’ve never really had a problem with the sidewalks. The sidewalks seem to be in pretty good condition, the roads don’t though.

K: Parking permits are $140 for the school year, how would you feel about this price if you did have a car?

P: I guess $140 for the full school year for a parking space isn’t bad. I guess if I lived further away from campus, and had a car of course, I could see using it, but I think I would definitely check out the DTA first before resorting to that.

K: Because of the price?

P: Yeah, yeah, I mean its $140 and the DTA is free, so, yeah I’d definitely check out the DTA first.

K: What do you think UMD could do to make transportation more sustainable by promoting taking the bus, walking, or biking?

P: I guess as far as I’m concerned they’re really doing all they can with the free DTA passes with UMD card, I mean anybody can take the bus if you go to UMD. As far as I know buses run every half hour, hour, which is pretty reasonable if you have class at 9 and you want to ride the bus you can easily get up there.

K: How about with walking and biking, have they ever been promoted to you by anyone at UMD?

P: Um, I was in touch with the bike club up at UMD for a little while, but other than that, no, there weren’t any signs or posters or anybody advocating biking or walking over using a car.

K: Do you feel that if they put up poster or put up campaigns, that that would be something that is useful for students?

P: Yeah, um, yeah, I think if they put up more posters, or uh, any sort of announcements, saying or suggesting any alternative method of transportation, then yeah more students would do so.

K: Is your current mode of transportation what you have always used?

P: More or less. I really didn’t own a car in high school so I mostly biked in high school as well, and walked. Then when I went to Boston University I didn’t have a car there so I walked most of the time or took public transportation which included subways and buses.

K: And how do you feel Boston University compared to UMD in terms of transportation accessibility?

P: I guess most people there just walk, but it was a pretty reasonable distance. It was about a mile and a half long stretch of road. Other than that they had buses that ran every 20 minutes or so, and then the subway was right there and it made stops all along campus as well. SO I guess all in all it was better than UMD I think, mostly because it had more access to public transportation. The bus ran more often, and the subway made stops all over the place, so.

K: Does your transportation choice reflect any lifestyle choices?

P: Not wanting to buy a car and having to deal with all the payments made for that…being cheap, haha.

K: And then if you were trying to promote walking or biking to other students, what would you say or do?

P: Um, I guess I would, if I really felt strongly about it, I’d look into starting some sort of student organization promoting alternate methods of transportation because I feel that students listen to their peers more than, I guess, the university itself. So I think It would be a good way to get to students.

K: Alright, thank you, those are all of my questions, is there anything else you would like to add, do you have any questions for me?

P: Not that I can think of, no.

K: Alright, thank you very much.
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