
Gaviiformes

ÅGaviidae

http://www.fws.gov/alligatorriver/images/Common%20Loon2.jpg

Åstocky neck
Åspear-shaped beak
Ålaterally compressed tarsi
Åtail very short and stiff
Å3 toes fully webbed
Ålegs at the back of the body (helps with 
diving)

ϝhǊŘŜǊǎ ŜƴŘ ƛƴ Χformes
ϝCŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŜƴŘ ƛƴ Χidae



Podicipediformes

ÅPodicipedidae

http://wanamassa.us/birds2006/images/PICT1197PiedBilledGrebeM.jpg

http://www.fws.gov/northdakotafieldoffice/images/Horned%20Grebe.jpg

Ålobed toes
Åtarsi laterally compressed
Åshort legs far back on body

http://vireo.acnatsci.org/login.html?camefrom=search
http://vireo.acnatsci.org/login.html?camefrom=search


Pelecaniformes

ÅPelicanidae

ï bill greater than 12 inches

ï very large gularpouch

ÅPhalacrocoracidae
ï long, stiff tail (balance when 

perching)

ï hooked bill

http://www.ascabird.org/awpel.jpg http://birdsofsanibel.free.fr/Images/2005/Double-crested%20Cormorant.jpg

Ågularpouch  (collects food, dissapatesheat)
Åpiscivores
Åtotipalmate(4 toes joined by webbing)



Ciconiiformes

ÅArdeidae

http://h1.ripway.com/Scouts463/Birds/great_blue_heron.jpg

Ålong neck
Ålong legs
Ålong, pointed bill
Åwade in shallow water



Anseriformes

ÅAnatidae
ï flat bill, rounded at the tip

ï combed serrations at edge of bill

ï 3 front toes fully webbed

ï short tail

http://www.cwsd.org/images/canadagoose.jpg

http://yukonflats.fws.gov/images/canvasback.jpg

Å11 primary flight feathers
Åfeathered oil gland



Falconiformes

ÅAccipitridae
- woodland and soaring raptors

- wings rounded

ÅFalconidae
ï beak tooth

ï pointed, stiff wings

ï bony tubercle (bone in nose that 
helps in salt excretion)

http://www.visitcumbria.com/kes/osprey1.jpg http://kaweahoaks.com/html/merlin.jpg

http://www.calliebowdish.com/Birds/TurkeyVultureShaverLake090606_7491.jpg

ÅCathartidae
- head and neck bare

- flat feet (for walking)

Åhooked beak
Åsharp, curved talons 



Galliformes

ÅPhasianidae

Ålarge breast
Åshort, rounded wings
Åshort bill with arched culmen(top part of bill)
Åmuscular gizzard (granivoreςeats seeds)


