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WRIT 4260/5260

Stroupe

Editing the Length of Audio with Audacity, Mixing Sound Effects, and Adding it to an iPhoto Slideshow 
	1. Download Audacity if necessary

	
	Browse to <http://audacity.sourceforge.net> and follow the directions for your operating system


	2. Open your sound file

	
	In Audacity, choose File > Open


	3. Test the audio file

	
	A. From the playback control panel in the upper left of the Audacity window, click the green arrow button
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B. If the audio plays successfully, hit the button with the two blue lines to pause and “Play” again to resume

C. Hit the button with the brown square to stop


	4. Listen to the song, and write down the minutes and seconds for the beginnings and ends of the segments you need

	
	A. Make sure the Selection Tool is active by clicking its icon at the top
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B. Play the song, pausing at prospective edit points to write down the minutes and seconds indicated under “Selection Start” beneath the Timeline Window.
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C. You can also click at points along the timeline with the Selection Tool cursor to select that moment and note the minutes and seconds, or to begin playing from that point.  




	5. Select and copy the first segment of the audio

	
	A. Position the cursor one end of the segment and drag to the other.  You will see the selection indicated with dark gray
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Alternatively, you can also hand-enter the minutes and second numbers into the “Selection Start” and/or End/Length counters beneath the Timeline Window

Choose Edit > Copy




	6. In a new Audacity file, paste in the first segment

	
	A. Choose File > New (Command+n)

B. Choose Edit > Paste (Command+v)




	7. Save your new file on your USB drive

	
	Choose File > Save 

(This is an important step if you want to undo steps later!)


	8. From the original file, select and copy the next segment of the audio

	
	Same steps as above


	9. In the second file, paste in the second segment after the first

	
	A. Be sure the cursor is at the end of the first segment by selecting the “Skip to End” button in the playback control panel
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B. Choose Edit > Paste (Command+v) and the new segment should appear connected to the first one.  


	10. Test the transition and undo and copy/paste again to adjust

	
	A. With the Selection Tool cursor, click in the timeline a few seconds in front of the transition and select Play

B. If the transition doesn’t sound the way you want, undo the paste you made by selecting Edit > Undo.  

C. If “Undo Paste” is not available, you can close the file without saving and then reopen the file.  (Be sure to save before each subsequent paste so this option is always available) 

See the next section for enhanced tips


	11. Add other music or sound effects from a file 

	
	Three options: 

A. Choose File > Import > Audio, and navigate to where the music file is saved to select it.  

B. Open the sound or music file in Audacity (File > Open) 

1. select and copy the entire length of audio track(s) (Command+C)

2. create a new track or tracks in your project (see above)

3. paste the music into the track(s)

C. (lowest-quality option).  Create a new track or tracks and play the music on your computer, recording it as you did your voice in the directions above.  
D. Use techniques above for adding tracks from this additional file to your project



	12. Adjusting Volume of Individual Tracks 

	
	1. In the main window, click on the track to make it active

2. At the top, choose the Envelope Tool
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3. In the main window, notice that the track is outlined with a thick blue line. 

4. Use the Envelope Tool cursor to drag the top blue line down toward the middle of the track’s waveform.  The signal’s waveform squeezes inward indicating that its amplitude (volume) is less.  

5. In the main window, choose a different location in the timeline and use the cursor to move the blue line up or down to change the volume.  

6. Choose a third location in the timeline to change the volume by dragging the envelope cursor.    
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	13. Shifting Tracks’ Relative Positioning  

	
	1. In the main window, click on the track you want to make in order to make it active

2. At the top, choose the Time Shift Tool
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3. In the main window, drag the waveform of the track to the right or left




	14. Enhanced Selection Techniques for Editing

	
	Zooming in and out

To see a portion of the timeline in more detail, drag across the selection and choose, View > Zoom to Selection.  Zoom back out at any time by selecting View > Zoom Out, or View > Fit in Window.  Note that you selection will still be showing.  

Slowing Down Playback

To slow down the playback of a portion of the timeline, move the Playback Speed slider control to the left and click the green Play-at-Speed button in the upper right of the Audacity window.  
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When you playback, you can freeze the playback with the Pause Button in the Playback Control Panel in the upper left.  

To delete a selection of the audio from the middle, drag across the timeline to create the selection, and then choose Edit > Cut
To delete all but a selection, make the selection by dragging across the timeline and choose Edit > Trim.  (This command is useful for creating your own ringtones.)  




	15. Re-save your file on your USB drive

	
	File > Save (Command+s)


	16. Export your new file as a .wav to your USB drive

	
	A. Choose File > Export

B. With the default “WAV” selected in the “Save-As” window’s “Format” drop-down menu, type a name for the file and then navigate to to save the file on your USB.  

Alternatively, if you wish to export the audio as a more versatile MP3 file, choose  “MP3” from the Format drop-down menu, and click “Save”
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Audacity will prompt you to download the “Lame” plug-in to enable the software to save .mp3 files.  Once Lame is installed, click “OK” to export the audio as .mp3
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	17. Add the audio file to the computer’s iTunes Library

	
	In iTunes, choose “File > Add to Library…” and navigate to select the song on your USB drive.  


	18. Open iPhoto in “Choose Library Mode” (Option Key), add the song to the slideshow

	
	A. Quit iPhoto if it is open

B. Hold down the “Option” key and open iPhoto.  Keep the Option key held down until you are prompted to create or choose an iPhoto library
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1Photo needs a photo library to continue. You may choose an existing iPhoto
library or create a new one.
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C. If you previously created a iPhoto library with a slidehow in it, select “Choose Library” and navigate to that library “package” (file) on your USB.  

C (Alternative). If you have never created a iPhoto library on your USB, Choose the “Create Library” button.  

* Navigate to the folder containing your slideshow image files.

* Save the new iPhoto library “package” inside that folder

* Create a new slideshow in the new library on your USB drive.  




	19. Add the audio to the slideshow

	
	A. Follow directions in the exercise “Slideshows in iPhoto” to add the sound file to a slideshow.  

	
	


