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WRIT 4260/5260

Stroupe

Shortening a Song with Audacity, 

and Adding Sound Effects
	1. You will find the open-source software Audacity already installed on the lab computers, but you can download it for free if necessary onto your own machine.  

	
	Browse to <http://audacity.sourceforge.net> and follow the directions for your operating system


	2. Open your sound file

	
	In Audacity, choose File > Open


	3. Test the audio file

	
	A. From the playback control panel in the upper left of the Audacity window, click the green arrow button
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B. If the audio plays successfully, hit the button with the two blue lines to pause and “Play” again to resume

C. Hit the button with the brown square to stop


	4. Listen to the song, and write down the minutes and seconds for the beginnings and ends of the segments you need

	
	A. Make sure the Selection Tool is active by clicking its icon at the top
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B. Play the song, pausing at prospective edit points to write down the minutes and seconds indicated under “Selection Start” beneath the Timeline Window.
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C. You can also click at points along the timeline with the Selection Tool cursor to select that moment and note the minutes and seconds, or to begin playing from that point.  


	5. Select and copy the first segment of the audio

	
	A. Having decided on segment to use, position the Selection Tool cursor one end of the segment and drag to the other end of the desired segment.  You will see the selection indicated with dark gray

[image: image4.emf]
Alternatively, you can also hand-enter the minutes and second numbers into the “Selection Start” and/or End/Length counters beneath the Timeline Window

B. Choose Edit > Copy (or press Command)



	6. In a new Audacity file, paste in the first segment

	
	A. Choose File > New (Command+n)

B. Choose Edit > Paste (Command+v)




	7. Save your new file on your USB drive (but not in your “www” folder)

	
	Choose File > Save 

(This is an important step if you want to undo steps later!)


	8. From the original file, select and copy the next segment of the audio

	
	Same steps as above


	9. In the second file (we will call it the “work file” from here on) paste in the second segment 

	
	The pasted segment of audio should appear as a new track (or pair of tracks with stereo) below the first



	10. Shift the track containing the end of the song to the right, slightly overlapping the two tracks.  Try listening to the portion of the song with the overlap.  Test the seam between the two tracks.  

	
	A. From the bank of tool icons at the top of Audacity’s workspace, click the Zoom Out icon: 
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B. In the work file, select the Tine Shift tool: 
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C. With the cursor, drag the track containing the end of the song to the right.  
D. Slightly overlap the two tracks in the timeline, trying to match the peaks of the waves in both track so the rhythm patterns match.  
E. Click the Selection Tool from the top: 
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and then click in the top track at a point a few seconds before the overlap.  Click the Play button: 
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Listen to see if the overlapping portions potentially match, and if this seam could be smoothed to create a natural-seeming progression of the song.  

	
	


	11. If the overlapping joint between the two tracks seems potentially to match, smooth the seam between them by making one track fade in as the other fades out.  

	
	A. With the top track selected, click the “Envelop” Tool from the top: 
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B. In a track, click to insert a set of control points near the overlap.  A vertical line of four dots will appear: 
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C. At a point nearer the edge of the overlap, click again to insert a second set of control points: 
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D. With your cursor, drag the top control point of the new set down to squeeze the track down and decrease the volume at this point.  
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E. In the bottom track, use the Envelop tool to taper the volume in the overlapping area so as one track fades out the other track fades in.  
F. Click the “Selection” Tool, select a point near the start of the overlap, and hit Play to test.  

G. Using the Envelope Tool, adjust the timing of the tracks’ fade in and fade out to make the seam as unnoticeable as possible.   

	
	


	12. Add other music or sound effects from another file 

	
	A. Two options: 

A1. Choose File > Import > Audio, and navigate to where the music file is saved to select it.  

A2. Open a sound or music file in Audacity (File > Open) 

1. select and copy the entire length of audio track(s) (Command+C)

2. create a new track or tracks in your project (Choose Tracks > Add New)

3. paste the music into the track(s)
B. With the sound-effects or additional music track in your project, use the Time Shift and Envelope tools to mix it with your existing tracks.  

C. Note that with short piece of sound effects, you can select, copy and paste the content repeatedly into the track (or into new tracks if desired) for longer running time.    



	15. Re-save your file on your USB drive

	
	File > Save (Command+s)


	16. Export your new file as a .wav to your USB drive (or as a .mp3 if desired when working on your own computer)

	
	A. Choose File > Export

B. With the default “WAV” selected in the “Save-As” window’s “Format” drop-down menu, type a name for the file and then navigate to save the file on your USB.  

Alternatively, you can download a plug-in for Audacity on a computer other than the labs’ which enables you to export the audio as a more common MP3 file.  For this option, choose  “MP3” from the Format drop-down menu, and click “Save”
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Audacity will prompt you to download the “Lame” plug-in to enable the software to save .mp3 files.  Once Lame is installed, click “OK” to export the audio as .mp3

[image: image14.emf]



	17. Use the saved .wav or .mp3 version of the file in your video or other project as desired.  The Audacity file and supporting folder of resources will remain on your USB drive where you can continue to edit it.  
To have an editable version of the Audacity project, note that you must keep both the .aup (Audacity) file and the “data” folder that Audacity saves in the same location. 

	
	


