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these are one of the items you see
listed in the Week 1 “Topics” . ..

e "Other Important Terms"

slides: (.pdf) (.pptx)
(Download PowerPoint Viewer Free) (Download Adobe .pdf Reader Free)
[see note on slide formats]

e Units of Analysis

slides: (.pdf) (.pptx)
(Download PowerPoint Viewer Free) (Download Adobe .pdf Reader Free)
[see note on slide formats]

e Three Major Perennial Debates

slides: (.pdf) (.pptx)
(Download PowerPoint Viewer Free) (Download Adobe .pdf Reader Free)

[see note on slide formats] (NOTE: This is a long slide set as it covers more than
2000+ years. Please bear with it to the end. Please bear with it to the end. And it
will take a little longer to load, so please bear with that also. There is no video
presentation scheduled for this and next week as the base slide sets tend to be a

little longer than "normal.")
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(ideas vs. things)

(“free will” vs. “power structures”)
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(“nature” vs. “nurture”)



three major contemporary debates

(“nature” vs. “nurture”)

this Is the classical debate on whether
something is so because it is inherited
or because it is learned
you know the argument

and it goes by different names . ..



1. Biological Determinism
vS. Cultural Constructionism

(“nature vs. nurture”)

(“inherited vs. learned”)

(“nativism” vs. “empiricism”)



(“nativism” vs. “empiricism”)



In the field of psychology, nativism is the view that
certain skills or abilities are 'native’ or hard wired into the
brain at birth. This is in contrast to empiricism, the 'blank

slate' orftabula rasa view], which states that the brain has

inborn capabilities for learning from the environment but
does not contain content such as innate beliefs.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychological_nativism

/ References
7.1 Related works

History [edit]

In Western philosophy, traces of the idea that came to be
called the'iappear as early as the writings of
Aristotle. Aristotle writes of the unscribed tablet in what is
probably the first textbook of psychology in the \Western
canon, his treatise lNep1 WYuxne (De Anima or On the
Soul, Book Il, chapter 4). However, besides some
arguments by the Stoics and Peripatetics, the notion of

the mind as a blank slate went much unnoticed for more
than 1,000 years.

Then in the 11th century, the theory of tabula rasa was
developed more clearly by the Persian philosopher, Ibn

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tabula_rasa#History
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Nature versus nurture

(“nature vs. nurture”)
(“inherited vs. learned”)

(“nativism” vs. “empiricism”)

ommunity. portal behavioral traits from "nurture" is known as tabula rasa
recent changes ("blank slate"). This question was once considered to be

<



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nature_versus_nurture

something else you will see
often (and often repeated) In
American Anthropology are
discussions of the
relationship between the
physical and the cultural
aspects of humans . ..



something else you will see
often (and often repeated) In
American Anthropology are
discussions of the
relationship between the
physical and the cultural
aspects of humans . ..

here’s a good instance of that
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'Gender math gap' is cultural, e
SUSHI COUPONS i1 your city

not biological

Researchers find no innate differences between sexes that account for disparity

Discuss == Related

By Jennifer Welsh

LveScuence
updated 12/12/2011 6:18:22 PMET Print | Font: (AJA + —

Many explanations for the gender gap in math skills don't hold up, suggests new

research on math skills and gender in 86 countries.

Math has traditionally been seen as a man's game, and the statistics often indicate
that there are differences between males and females in their math skills,
participation in math activities and performance on tests — called the gender gap in
math. Some researchers have proposed this gap is natural — that men are just better
at math than women — while others say it's a cultural difference, whereby society

somehow keeps girls from pursuing or excelling in math.

The new research points to culture as the culprit, finding that certain countries
showed less of a gap between males and females in math. Specifically, these

female-math friendly countries have more gender equality, better teachers and fewer students living in




Why Gender Matters

WHAT PAREMTS AND TEACHERS MEED TO KNQW ABQUT
THE EMERGING SCIENCE OF SEX DIFFERENCES

. Ph.D.

Three Rivers Press, 2006
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and, of course, the question of
how they relate to one another
In causing or influencing
something is at the root of
many of the arguments . . .



the “correct” answer,
of course,Is ...



the “correct” answer,

of course, Is . ..
(at least to most serious observers)

that they both contribute

soIt's ...
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modern psychologists consider the
question naive - representing an outdated

state of knowledge.[”m SAIR] Psychologist

Donald Hebb Is said to have once
answered a journalist's question of "which,
nature or nurture, contributes more to
personality?" by asking in response,
"which contributes more to the area of a
rectangle, its length or its width?"CI7ISIE]
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three major contemporary debates

2. ldeationism vs. Cultural Materialism



three major contemporary debates

1. Biological Determinism

vS. Cultural Constructionism

2. ldeationism vs. Cultural Materialism

3. Individual Agency vs. Structuralism

(“free will” vs. “power structures”)



1. Ideationism

e.g., Aztecs must sacrifice and eat humans
In order to please the gods

In order that the gods allow
the sun to rise each day,
so that the world doesn’t end




Aztec human sacrifice as shown in the Codex Magliabechiano


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Mendoza_HumanSacrifice.jpg

Cultural Materialism

e.g., Aztecs sacrificed and ate humans
In order to control population size
In order to preserve their property,

to terrorize their neighbors
so they will continue to provide
goods and services as tribute,
and because they tasted good




A tzompantli, or skull rack, as shown in the post-Conquest Ramirez Codex


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Mendoza_HumanSacrifice.jpg
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Bush says Iraq war about
al-Qaeda

é [sitemeter.all | | siternater.ath |

Q
2 19

: digns

Puhlished: Tuesday July 24, 2007 reddit ; gg it

US President George W. Bush, trying to reverse ebbing
support for the Iraq war, gought Tuezday to tie deadly
violence there directly to Al-Qaeda terrorist chief Ogama bin
Laden.

Facing mounting calls for a US withdrawal, and mtelligence
findings that the unpopular war 1= a recruiting tool for
Al-Qaeda, Bush warned that a hasty US pull-out would
mcrease the nsk of an attack in the United States.

"However difficult the fight i in Iraq, we must win it, and
we can win it," Bush =aid m a gpeech to uniformed military
personnel here. "Swrendering the future of Iraq to Al-Qaeda
would be a digaster to our country.”

Bush said that bin Laden, the mastermind of the September
11, 2001 attacks on the United States, pulled the strings of
Al-Qaeda in Iraq, a group that did not exist before the
March 2003 US-led invasion.
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Sarah Palin: Iraq War 'God's Will'

Tiled under:eRepublicans, Breaking Mews, Irag, 2008 President, Sarah Palin

Getty Images

the AlF, the an g e Al that matters
“alin loves Jesus, and that sh MOMEn.
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Sarah Palin: Iraq War 'God's Will'
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on building a new natural gas pipeline in Alaska. . .

political ambition. Here she is on the building of a new natural gas pipeline:

"I think God's will has to be done in ugifying people and companies to get
the gas line built, so pray for that.”

Sometimes you need to ask for a little help from the man upstairs, and sometimes you
simply follow His clearly laid out plan:

"Pray for our military men and women who are striving to do what is right.
Also, for this country, that our leaders, our national leaders, are sending
[U.S. soldiers] out on a task that is from God. That's what we have to make
sure that we're praying for, that there is a plan and that plan is God's will."



http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7144337.stm
http://news.aol.com/political-machine/2008/09/02/sarah-palin-iraq-war-gods-plan/

Rick Perry

Michele Bachmann

candidates called by
God
to run for

Sarah Palln

Tim Pawlenty
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and has been
around “forever”

take my Church, fore.g., the
Holy Roman Catholic Church

they “fought” the Crusades
Ideationally . ..
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The Siege of Antioch, from a medieval miniature
painting, during the First Crusade

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crusade
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The Siege of Antioch, from a medieval miniature
painting, during the First Crusade.


http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7144337.stm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crusade
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Saint Joan of Arc

Burned at the stake by an ecclesiastical court
For leading the French Armey by divine guidance

During the Hundred Years’ War (1337 to 1453)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joan_of arc
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Saint Joan of Arc

Burned at the stake by an ecclesiastical court
For leading the French Armey by divine guidance

During the Hundred Years’ War (1337 to 1453)


http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7144337.stm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joan_of_arc

and will probably

be around “forever” ...
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presidential candidate for 2012 on Friday — Gov. Tim Pawlenty of Minnesota

Mr. Pawlenty offered a series of what he called principles for the conservative

1. Ideationism

— could pull this thing out.
“Hogwash,” Mr. Pawlenty said. "These are enshrined in the founding http:/fwrww .timesonline.co.uky 11 minutes
: ago

documents and perspective of our country. In the Declaration of ,
. Fellow The Cancus on Twitter »

Independence, it says we are endowed by our creator with certain unalienable , ,
I : ’ The Mew York Times on Twitter »

rights. It doesn’t say we're endowed by Washington, D.C., or endowed by the

bureaucrats or endowed bv state sovernment: it's bv our creator that we are
<

X Find: | pawlenty & et 4 Previous & Highlight all [ Match case
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but others say “no”

they say the real reasons for
Aztec cannibalism lay In

(notideas) . . .



Cultural Materialism
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2. ldeationism vs. Cultural Materialism

this debate is related in part to

“THE 'TWO-CULTURE' PROBLEM"”

— C.P. Show



“THE "TWO-CULTURE' PROBLEM”

e “helief-based” attitudes
VS.
e “sclence-based” attitudes



| think the best recent
discussion of this Is In
Marion Nestle’s
Food Politics



= —
MARION MNESTLE

QO
POLITICS




Marion Nestle
Food Politics, Revised Ed.

Ch. 10 “Science versus Supplements: ‘A Gulf of
Mutual Incomprehension™

“THE "TWO-CULTURE' PROBLEM”

e “helief-based” attitudes
VS.
e “sclence-based” attitudes

Marion Nestle, Food Politics, Rev. Ed., 2007, pp. 230-233



this idea is based on C.P. Snhow'’s Classic Lecture . ..

C.P. Snow

“Two Cultures and the
Scientific Revolution: The
Rede Lecture”

London, Cambridge University Press
1959



-

You can support WiRigedkaby makipga tax-dedadtibtecdanation.
article discussion edit this page history

The Two Cultures

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

—

. The Two Cultures is the title of an influential 1959 Rede
WIKIPEDIA e .
The Free Encyclopedia Lecture by British scientist and novelist C. P. Snow. Its

thesis was that the breakdown of communication
between the "two cultures” of modern society — the

navigation
Main page
Contents sciences and the humanities — was a major hindrance to

Featured content solving the world's problems. As a trained scientist who

Current events was also a successful novelist, Snow was well placed to

Random article articulate this thesis.

search The talk was delivered 7 May in the Senate House,
Cambridge, and subsequently published as The Two
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MARION NESTLE

JOC
POLITICS

take, for e.g., a
guestion raised
by Nestle in
Food Politics . . .
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Are dietary supplements needed?

A comparison of . . .

e “helief-based” attitudes
VS.
e “science-based” attitudes

(based on the criteria of)

Safety
Need
Efficacy

after Marion Nestle, Food Politics, Rev. Ed., 2007, pp. 232



“sclence-based
Safety

 Excessive doses of many nutrients are
demonstrably toxic

« High levels of single nutrients interfere with the
functions of other nutrients

 The safety of many herbal products is untested
and, therefore, unknown

e Herbal supplements vary in composition,
potency, and quality

after Marion Nestle, Food Politics, Rev. Ed., 2007, pp. 232



“belief-based

Safety

e Supplements are safe within a broad range of
Intake; safety problems are rare

 Herbal products have been used for thousands
of years

 Supplements cause less harm than many
prescription drugs

after Marion Nestle, Food Politics, Rev. Ed., 2007, pp. 232



“sclence-based
Need

e Food is sufficient to meet nutritional needs

 Foods provide nutrients and other valuable
substances not present in supplements

 People who take supplements are better
educated and wealthier
e they are healthier whether or not they take

supplements

after Marion Nestle, Food Politics, Rev. Ed., 2007, pp. 232



“belief-based
Need

Diets do not always follow dietary
recommendations

Foods grown on depleted soils lack essential
nutrients

Pollution and stressful living conditions
Increase nutrient requirements

Cooking destroys essential nutrients

after Marion Nestle, Food Politics, Rev. Ed., 2007, pp. 232



“sclence-based”
Efficacy

Research demonstrates health benefits of diets and
foods, not of single nutrients

Higher-than-recommended doses of few single nutrients
Improve health

Health claims for many supplements often address
Issues (such as “stress”) that are difficult to evaluate
scientifically

The health benefits of most supplements are unproven

Many “benefits” of supplements can be explained as
placebo or other self-healing effects

after Marion Nestle, Food Politics, Rev. Ed., 2007, pp. 232



“belief-based”

Efficacy

 People who take supplements are healthier
e People feel better when they take supplements

e Studies demonstrate the health benefits of
supplements

* Benefits are sometimes greater at amounts
higher than can be obtained from food

after Marion Nestle, Food Politics, Rev. Ed., 2007, pp. 232



summary

DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS

“sclence- “faith-
based” based”
Safe No/ Yes
Unknown
Need No Yes
Efficacy No/ Yes
Unknown
Take NO Yes

after Marion Nestle, Food Politics, Rev. Ed., 2007, pp. 232



MARION MNESTLE

POLITICS

HCHAS THE FOCE INDLUSTRY
IMFLUEMCES MUTEITEOM ’

REVISED kD EXPARDED EDTICHN

In the end, Nestle
essentially
concludes that
food supplements
are basically a
modern-day
version of . ..
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DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS

Question:

What percentage of Americans
regularly take
dietary supplements?

after Marion Nestle, Food Politics, Rev. Ed., 2007, pp. 232



DIETARY SUPPLEMENTS

and the really good question is:

Why do the sclence-based
“people” take them?

after Marion Nestle, Food Politics, Rev. Ed., 2007, pp. 232



In the end, some people
accomplish the same thing
without food supplements

they either eat a healthy,
balanced meal, or ...



FOXNEWS.COM HOME = HEALTH

Study: Many Americans Believe God More Powerful
at Saving Lives Than Doctors

Monday, August 18, 2008

E-Mail = Print
Share: qy *"‘ J"':

When it comes to saving lives, God trumps doctors for many Americans.

AN BYE-OPENING sUrvey reveals widespread belief that diving intervention can revive dying
patients. And, researchers said, doctors "need to be prepared to deal with families who are
waiting for a miracle

rore than half of randomly surveyed adults -- 57 percent -- said God's intervention could
save a family member even it physicians declared treatment would be futile. And nearly three-
quarters said patients have a right to demand such treatment.

When asked to imagine their own relatives being gravely ill or injured, nearly 20 percent of
doctors and other medical workers said God could reverse a hopeless outcome.

"mensitivity to this belief will promote development of a trusting relationship® with patients and
their farnilies, according to researchers. That trust, they said, is needed to help doctors
explain objective, overwhelming scientific evidence showing that continued treatment would
bie wiorthless.
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Pztas e The $17 billion U.S. wheat crop might be threatened by the i SR

Shopping new mutant fungus. ) is o
Eroceny By JIM DRINKARD/The Associated Press PR WE
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Oecasions budget for research that might head off the Popular stories

i=ameme  infestation and help developing countries & Print

solve their growing hunger problems.
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B Reprints == "o death while leaving

"This amounts to neglect,” says Sen. Richard Post comment ) )
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S Senate Foreign Relations Committee. _ ' uesday _
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Your Money He and other plant scientists have watched in alarm as spores
E“t_efta'“ment carried by the wind have spread the plant disease from Africa
R0 across the Red Sea to infect wheat fields in Yemen and Iran.
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according to Nestle, this is areally
iImportant work,

so make note of It . ..

C.P. Snow

“Two Cultures and the
Scientific Revolution: The
Rede Lecture”

London, Cambridge University Press
1959



and If you’re interested
In these kinds of questions

also have alook at . ..



Marion Nestle
Food Politics, Revised Ed.

Ch. 10 “Science versus Supplements: ‘A Gulf of
Mutual Incomprehension™

“THE "TWO-CULTURE' PROBLEM”

e “helief-based” attitudes
VS.
e “sclence-based” attitudes



and in anthropology in general,

the guru
of cultural materialism is . ..



THE RISE OF
ANTHROPOLOGICAL
THEORY

Marvin Harris

Cultural Materialism

Marvin Harris

The Rise of Anthropological Theory:
A History of Theories of Culture,
Updated Edition.

Lanham, MD: Altamira Press, 2000



- Have questions? Find out how to ask questions and get answers. -

Cultural materialism (anthropology)

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Cultural Materialism is an anthropological research orientation. "It is based on
the simple premise that human social life is a response to the practical

problems of earthly existence" ]

It was influenced by the writings of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, yetis a
materialism distinct from Marxist dialectical materialism, as well as from
philosophical materialism. Thomas Malthus' work encouraged Harris to consider
reproduction of equal importance to production. The research strategy was also
influenced by the work of earlier anthropologists including Edward Tylor and
Lewis Henry Morgan who, in the 19th century, first proposed that cultures
evolved from the less complex to the more complex over time. Leslie White and
Julian Steward and their theories of cultural evolution and cultural ecology were
instrumental in the reemergence of evolutionist theories of culture in the 20th
century and Harris took inspiration from them in formulating cultural materialism.
It was in 1968 with Harris' The Rise of Anthropological Theory, a wide-ranging
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_materialism_(anthropology)
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the center for the study of cultural materialism on the
Internet

"What both types of cults Useful links

indicate to me is that there What is cultural
materialism?

_ . American
accumulation of frustration Anthropological

and resentment... as a Association
result of the failure of our

industrial society to

provide the material

fulfilment which people

expected.”

In this clip, anthropologist

Marvin Harris discusses

cults and Protestant

IS an enormous

www.cultural-materialism.org/cultural-materialism/
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three major contemporary debates

finally . . .

3. Individual Agency vs. Structuralism

(“free will” vs. “power structures™)



“free will”



“power structures”



Is our environment to
blame for the obesity

epidemic?
By Shari Roan

Los Angeles Times
Posted January 22, 2008

& Enlarge this photo

What if the fault could be laid 155y T00LS
squarely at the feet of food =1 coumenT o e sy
manufacturers and marketers, o rmr
grocery store managers, s e
restaurant operators, food SUBSCRIBE s
vendors — the people who make food so visible,

available and tasty?

Several recent studies, papers and a popular
weight-loss book argue that eating is an
automatic behavior triggered by environmental
cues that most people are unaware of — or
simply can't ignore. Think of the buttery smell
of movie theater popcorn, the sight of glazed
doughnuts glistening in the office conference
room or the habit of picking up a
whipped-cream-laden latte on the way to work.

Accepting this "don't blame me" notion not only
might ease the guilt and self-loathing that often



http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/7144337.stm
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. What if the fault could be laid 155y T00LS
Is our environment to  squarely at the feet of food © comeNTcanestr

(B4 PRINT this story

blame for the Ol)eSity manufacturers and marketers, o o

5 DIGG thiz

epidelnic? grocery store managers, B S
By Shari Roan restaurant operators, food SUBSCRIEE 1 s

Los Angeles Times vendors — the people who make food so visible,

Posted January 22, 2008 .
& Enlarge this\yphoto available and tasty?

Several recent studies, papers and a popular
weight-loss book argue that eating is an
automatic behavior triggered by environmental
cues that most people are unaware of — or
simply can't ignore. Think of the buttery smell
of movie theater popcorn, the sight of glazed
doughnuts glistening in the office conference

power structures”
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behind the theory, l;lit aiso might help people
achieve a healthier weight.

To make Americans eat less and eat more
healthily, they contend, the environment itself
needs to be changed — with laws regulating
portion size, labeling or the places where food
can be sold or eaten. That would be much
easier. the researcherc add than avercoming
human nature. The theory that our society —
not us — is to blame for our overall expanding
waist size is garnering support from health and
nutrition experts. To recap the statistics: In the

= SR Y i R )

4
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o ?

“power structures”

_r s

all socioeconomic groups. It's not limited to
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the devil
made me do it

www.cafepress.com/metalstar.71120928
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(“free will” vs.

[the ultimate] “power structure”

www.cafepress.com/metalstar.71120928
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and, speaking of the devill,
Christians have been trying

to get rid of the devil since . ..



N EWS /WETTZ ONE-MINUTE WORLD NEWS

Mews Front Page

gl =
'vl' w BR E-mail this to a friend & Printable v
Y

]
(1.3

. ot e S e v B o ol o e e i m e

Christ chased “unclean spirits” out of a man

and into a herd of swine 2,000 years ago . ..

PO e e e B e e e )

Should the UK ban the face veil?
a in Jordan 2 2ars ago, he was se Lords reject gay church proposal
which continue ¢ France report backs face veil ban
Each di n the Church of England prc
role of st for th -are occasions when it is

Business
Health

ANA
: Climate salvation
Science & Environment 3 h Why environmentalists have

Tl allmars appropriated religious 4
< >

¥ Find: ¥ 4 Previous & Highlight all [] Matchcase ) Phrase not found



http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/7999000.stm

B B Low graphics  Help

T3 ONE-MINUTE WORLD NEWS

Mews Front Page

& pr

Faith Diary: Kosher exorcisms

Americas Bumps in the night, unearthly sounds, deathly cold rooms - all

Celereieile the usual ingredients of a supposed haunting. But as Robert BBC Religion
Sl Pigott reports in this week's Faith Diary, the kosher solution to a Video, audio, features, local
Middle East Jewish poltergeist doesn't involve a bell, book and candle. Also coverage and much more
South Asia this week - what was cooking between the Queen and the ,

Cardinal and why Jordan is praying for a windfall of tourist

dollars. MORE RELIGION COVERAGE

STORIES
_CALLING THE KOSHER GHOSTBUSTERS » Hindu school: 'the first of many’

into a v+ Should the UK ban the face ?
tting the v Lords reject gay church proposal
+ France report backs face veil ban
st to take on the
.

Business
Health

ANA

Climate salvation

Science & Environment 5 nagogue. B vy environmentalists hav

Tl allmars appropriated religious
<

X Find: ¥



http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/7999000.stm

Giotto

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exorcism
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Saint Francis Borgia performing an exorcism
Francisco Goya

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exorcism
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