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Anthropology 3688: Anthropology of Food
End of Semester Exam

Spring 2009
Makeup Exam
If you are uploading a file call it something like

your emailname_CP_final

	do not use the characters "
	'
	#
	:


Upload all six of your questions in one file.

Do not upload them separately in six files.
To upload the exam attach your file to an e-mail to troufs@d.umn.edu
You must finish and turn in or upload this exam by the end of the exam period
This is an open-book exam.  You may bring and use your texts, dictionary, thesaurus, a writing handbook, class handouts, notes, outlines, drafts, memos, and a Ouija board.  You may also use references and materials from your other classes and the web, with the caveat, of course, that you properly cite any sources you use.  Friends, however, are not permitted.

You may bring and use your laptop but you must upload your exam to your WebDrop folder at the end of the exam period as an attachment to e-mail to troufs@d.umn.edu.  Please upload the entire exam as one file, including the optional take-home question if you choose to do that question.

NOTE: 
If you normally generate a .wps file (from the Microsoft Works word processor) please turn in your paper as a .rtf (Rich Text Format) document. ( It does not work simply to type in the .rtf extension on an existing .wps file. You must load the original document and then resave it as a .rtf file type.)

Answer SIX (only 6) of the following eleven questions.  Keep in mind that there is more than one approach you can take in answering these questions.

Follow these guidelines:

1. Organize your answer before you begin.

2. Be sure to state:

1.  What or who something is

2.  Where it occurred or is located (if appropriate)

3.  How it is important

4.  When it occurred

5.  Why it is important

3. State YOUR position or approach clearly.

4. Cite specific examples or references to support your statements.

5. Mention problem areas or other relevant materials which you would like to consider further in a more thorough statement.  That is, when you're finished with your answer, what major questions are still left unanswered?

6. Summarize your argument or discussion.

7. Wherever appropriate use materials from more than one region of the world.

8. Remember that each of your responses should have a beginning, a middle, and an end.

9. Note: Do not discuss any topic at length in more than one question.
1.
From the AFforum:

Why is it important to examine the major factors influencing the adequacy of world food supplies?
2.
From the AFforum:
Discuss the rising issue of obesity from an anthropology of food perspective.  How has this come to be in our culture, and as a student of anthropology what reasons are behind the quickening spread of obesity around the world? In other words, discuss obesity from a cultural perspective and describe what you think the future holds for food's link to the issue. Is it a problem? What effects does it have on us as a culture?
3. 
From the AFforum:
Discuss anthropological significance of the Slow Food movement, and the different ways it can potentially affect Western culture.

4. 
From the AFforum:

According to Michael Pollan's Omnivore's Dilemma, explain the economics of corn growth related to corn prices and how it affects both farmers and the economy.

5. 
From the AFforum:

What is your favorite cuisine and how is it significant to anthropology of food?
6. 
From the AFforum:

Discuss the importance of organic, locally produced food products in terms of its anthropological significance.
7. 
From the AFforum:

Do you think that the Makah people of Alaska should be able to practice their tradition or whaling?  Why or why not?
8.
 From the AFforum:
Explain your feelings about the laws in Europe and the United States that claim how you should declare chocolate as "chocolate" based on its percentages of cacao.  Do you agree with the current laws or do you disagree? If you disagree, propose an alternative law that you believe might be better.
9.
Some consider Sidney W. Mintz’s Sweetness and Power to be one of the finest economic anthropology books ever written.  Argue for or against this proposition.
10. 
Optional Take-Home Question:

NOTE: Essentially you may make up ONE question total. You may either do that as a take-home and bring it to class with you, or you may do that in class the day of the exam. If you elect to do the optional take-home exam and bring it with you to class, then you must choose five (5) additional of the remaining questions presented on the actual exam, as they are presented on the exam.

Do not ask a question relating to your class presentation

or to your term paper.

If you do not like these questions, make up and answer a question of your own choice relating to a topic having to do with the Anthropology of Food which you have not considered in your other answers and concerning a topic related to the materials covered in class since the midterm exam.  Do not select a topic that was part of your in-class presentations. (If you think these questions are fantastic but simply prefer to make up one of your own, go ahead.)


Answers should contain specific information supporting your position.  Both your question and your answer will be evaluated.

If you elect to make up and answer a question, you may prepare your question and answer in advance and bring it with you to the exam.  If you prepare your question in advance you only need to answer five (5) other questions in class.

11.
On Current Affairs:
“Urban chicken movement taking roost in KC area,” reads the headline of a 10 May 2009 article in The Kansas City Star.  (The article follows.)  On 25 August 2008 the Duluth City Council passed an ordinance allowing residents to raise up to five chickens, providing none are roosters and one doesn’t butcher them in the city <http://duluthcitychickens.org/news.html>.  Duluth City Chickens <http://www.duluthcitychickens.org/> is what sociologists and anthropologists would call a “voluntary association,” which represents itself as “A group advocating for chicken raising in the city of Duluth, MN.”
Write a UROP proposal to study the “Urban Chicken Movement” and it’s local branch voluntary organization for a class in Anthropology of Food.  UROP (Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program) information, including sample proposals, is available at <http://www.urop.umn.edu/>.
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Urban chicken movement taking roost in KC area

By JOE LAMBE
The Kansas City Star 

	


Chickens could be coming to roost in a backyard near you.

Across the country and the metropolitan area, people are joining the national urban chicken movement, sometimes turning outlaw to raise the birds.

The movement started with the rationale that raising chickens fits in with efforts toward local and pure foods, supporters say, and the eggs are fresh and flavorful. The animals also are entertaining pets, many say.

Today, Overland Park homeowner David Crupper will seek a special-use permit to house up to four chickens, even though he already has the birds and a homemade coop in his backyard.

No disrespect for the law was intended, he said, but he had to buy the chicks before a farm supply business stopped selling them for the year. Crupper, 25, a financial adviser, is far from a hippie, he said, but he wants to get great eggs from “the girls.”

“It’s a nice little hobby people can get behind,” he said, and he thinks his neighbors will support him.

Crupper has mailed certified letters to all of the neighbors within 200 feet and has posted a sign in his front yard advising them of the Planning Commission meeting.

But precedent isn’t on Crupper’s side. Four years ago, another Overland Park family tried to get such a permit. By a vote of 7-5, the City Council wouldn’t allow it.

Opponents said then that chickens did not belong in Overland Park. Some said the birds were unsanitary.

Overland Park City Councilman Jim Hix, who voted against the chickens in 2005, said this week that he would probably do so again.

“Wanting eggs is not unique,” he said. “It’s not a good idea to have chickens in a suburban area under normal circumstances.”

In Mission, the City Council recently sent to committee a proposal to change its law to allow urban chickens. Jerritt Dayhoff requested the change because her family would like to raise five or six chickens. She is a former Jackson County public defender who grew up on a farm, she said.

“Chickens are a heck of a lot quieter and cleaner than dogs,” said Dayhoff, 33. They make interesting pets, she said, and “It’s nice to tell your kids your breakfast came from Myrtle or Madge.”

But Councilman John Weber, 77, said he has seen the city grow out of farmland and sees no reason to go back.

“If we’re going to be residential, we ought to be residential,” he said.

Some cities on board
In 2004, Madison, Wis., was among the first of several cities to change laws to allow limited numbers of chickens, but usually not crowing roosters. New York City has long allowed chickens. The birds live in urban areas in Chicago; Albuquerque, N.M.; Portland, Ore.; Seattle; and other cities.

Many Web sites and Backyard Poultry magazine support the effort, which they say is still growing in this country, Great Britain and Canada.

BackYardChickens.com has 30,000 members — up from 20,000 last December — and it grows by 100 members a day, said its owner, Rob Ludlow.

KT LaBadie, an Albuquerque graduate student who started urbanchickens.org, said people are tearing out lawns to grow vegetables, and chickens are a natural next step.

Some cities have changed their laws because so many people were keeping chickens illegally, she said.

Afoul of the law
In Kansas City, residents are allowed to have chickens only if they are 100 feet away from the nearest home or business, and the birds are not allowed to roam.

That hasn’t stopped two women in different Kansas City neighborhoods from raising chickens illegally, and they say they are doing it for the fresh eggs.

At one house, nine big chickens roam in a fenced backyard where a wooden chicken coop looks like a garden shed. The 28-year-old homeowner has given names to all nine of her chickens, and she has pictures of herself with each on her MySpace page. The hens produce about six or seven eggs a day, and she sells or trades any extra eggs to pay for feed.

In another Kansas City neighborhood, a 49-year-old woman raises just one chicken.

The hen, called simply Chicken, spends time in the garden this time of year, scratching up the soil and fertilizing it with its droppings. In winter, it lives in a coop in the basement. Chicken lays about five eggs a week.

Light enforcement
Both of the Kansas City women said their neighbors haven’t complained, and some are checking into getting chickens themselves.

So does that mean more chickens and lawbreaking are on the way?

Dave Marak, a supervisor with Kansas City animal control, said a crew recently took five illegal chickens to the animal shelter, something it does occasionally.

Few people retrieve chickens there because of a $25 pickup fee and $10 a day in expenses, he said, plus chicken owners could get fined.

The fine is up to $250, but judges generally don’t impose anywhere near that, and cases sometimes get dismissed, he said.

Animal control generally goes after chickens only when someone complains, he said.

“Usually if a complaint comes in, it’s because they’re letting them run loose or a new neighbor comes in,” he said.

Marak takes no position on the controversy other than to note that strong forces are in play.

“There’s nothing better than a fresh egg,” he said.
