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Anthropology 3688: Anthropology of Food
Midsemester Exam

28 February 2011
You may have the entire class period for the exam.

Your exam must be turned in or uploaded to your 


 folder
no later than 3:15 p.m.
This exam is available in electronic form

In your 

 folder at

<https://moodle.umn.edu/>

If you are uploading a file to your 

 folder call it something like

your emailname_AF_midterm
	do not use the characters "
	'
	#
	:


Upload all four of your questions in one file.

Do not upload them separately in four files.

This is an open-book exam.  You may bring and use your texts, dictionary, thesaurus, a writing handbook, class handouts, notes, outlines, drafts, memos, and a Ouija board.  You may also use references and materials from your other classes and the web, with the caveat, of course, that you properly cite any sources you use.

You may bring and use your laptop but you must upload your exam to your 

 folder at the end of the exam period <https://moodle.umn.edu/>.  Please upload the entire exam as one file, including the optional take-home question if you choose to do that question.

NOTE: 
If you normally generate a .wps file (from the Microsoft Works word processor) please turn in your paper as a .rtf (Rich Text Format) document. ( It does not work simply to type in the .rtf extension on an existing .wps file. You must load the original document and then resave it as a .rtf file type.)

Answer FOUR (only 4) of the following questions.  Keep in mind that there is more than one approach you can take in answering these questions.

Follow these guidelines:

(
Organize your answer before you begin.

(
Be sure to state:
1.  What or who something is

2.  Where it occurred or is located (if appropriate)

3.  How it is important

4.  When it occurred

5.  Why it is important

(
State YOUR position or approach clearly.

(
Cite specific examples or references to support your statements.

(
Mention problem areas or other relevant materials which you would like to consider further in a more thorough statement.  That is, when you're finished with your answer, what major questions are still left unanswered?

(
Summarize your argument or discussion.

(
Wherever appropriate use materials from more than one region of the world.

(
Remember that each of your responses should have a beginning, middle, and an end.

Note: Do not discuss any topic at length in more than one question.
1.
From the AFforum:
Give an example of how you live in a multiple culture world and explain some ways in which this can be explained in food you eat.  Include as part of your answer how what you write about fits in with Fig. 1.1. “Biocultural Framework for the Study of Diet and Nutrition,” from the Cultural Feast, 2nd Ed., p. 4. 
2.
From the AFforum:
In America's First Cuisines Coe describes the Aztec's encounter with people from Europe.  How did the Aztecs use the foodstuffs of the New World for which they were best known, and how did Motecuhzoma use foodstuffs to decide if the Europeans were a threat or divine beings?
3.
From the AFforum:
Maize was a very important new world staple.  Explain the domestication of maize and how the discovery of the process of nixtamalization was so beneficial to the people.
4.
From the AFforum:
Over time, the way humans get their foods has drastically changed.  Describe the gender roles as seen in the hunter gathers, horticulturalists, farmers, etc.  How have these roles changed over time?  Also, describe how you see gender roles in food production and consumption today.
5.
From Lectures:
Explain how a package of animal crackers relates to the Anthropology of Food.
6. 
Optional Take-Home Question:

NOTE: Essentially you may make up ONE question total.  You may either do that as a take-home and bring it to class with you, or you may do that in class the day of the exam.  If you elect to do the optional take-home exam and bring it with you to class, then you must choose three (3) additional of the remaining questions presented on the actual exam, as they are presented on the exam.

If you do not like these questions, make up and answer a question of your own choice relating to a topic which you have not considered in your other answers.  Answers should contain specific information supporting your position.  Both your question and your answer will be evaluated.  If you like these questions but simply prefer to make one of your own, go ahead.

If you elect to make up and answer a question, you may prepare your question and answer in advance and bring them with you to the exam.  If you prepare your question and answer in advance you only need to answer three (3) midterm exam questions in class.
7.
On Current Affairs:
In Monday, 22 February 2010, Panorama: The World’s Longest Investigative TV Show ran a story headlined “Orangutan survival and the shopping trolley.”  The full-text of their story can be found at <http://news.bbc.co.uk/panorama/hi/front_page/newsid_8523000/8523999.stm> and is reprinted below.

Question:  How does this piece illustrate the Anthropology of Food?
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The challenge of saving the orangutan - man's closest relative – 

from extinction is trickling down to the weekly shop.
Many of the biscuits, margarines, breads, crisps and even bars of soap that consumers pick off supermarket shelves contain an ingredient that is feeding a growth industry that conservationists say is killing the orangutans. 

The mystery ingredient in the mix is palm oil - the cheapest source of vegetable oil available - and one that rarely appears on the label of most products. 

Palm oil is grown on land that was once home to the vast rainforests of Borneo, and the natural habitat of the orangutan. 
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I think its really about what consumers can do because the most powerful message that can be sent to companies is from their consumers about what it is they want to buy [image: image10.png]




Environment Secretary Hilary Benn


The International Union for Conservation of Nature estimates that the population has declined by 50% in recent decades and the Indonesian government admits that 50,000 orangutans have died as a result of de-forestation. 

A BBC Panorama investigation into clear-cutting in Indonesian Borneo - the island it shares with Malaysia - found that the thirst for land on which to plant palm plantations is encroaching on areas that the Indonesian government has deemed to be off-limits. 

'Nuisance'
The orangutans, displaced as the trees of old-growth forests are burned and at times killed by workers who see them as a nuisance in the logging process, are not the only victims of the runaway growth in palm oil - scientists say there is a wider environmental price being paid. 

Greenpeace has identified the draining of ancient peat lands to make way for palm oil as a global threat, saying it had lead to massive amounts of trapped methane and carbon dioxide being released into the atmosphere. 

As a result, Indonesia is the world's third largest emitter of greenhouse gases, behind only America and China. 
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	ORANGUTAN FACTS 
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Orangutan means "old man of the forest" in Malay

Largest tree-dwelling mammals


Using GPS technology and satellite imaging, the BBC team pinpointed exact locations where palm oil giant the Duta Palma Group is logging on both high conservation lands and deep peat lands - both are illegal. 

Shailendra Yashwant, Greenpeace director for Southeast Asia, said this illegal logging is widespread and includes major suppliers to the UK's food and household product market. 

"We want the Indonesian government to immediately announce a moratorium on further deforestation…beginning with peat lands." 

Willie Smits, a former advisor to the Indonesian Ministry of Forestry turned environmental campaigner, said of the findings: "This is criminal, this should not take place. It means there is no hope left for the most endangered sub-species of the orang-utan in west Kalamantan." 

He said the wider environmental issue of greenhouse gases can no longer be overlooked by both manufacturers and everyday consumers. 

"This is not just a matter for Indonesia to decide, this is a matter for the world." 

'Greenwash'
The palm industry - valued at £5bn ($7.7bn) for Indonesia - is the country's third biggest export earner. 

Many of the big manufacturers who buy that oil via European wholesalers say that while they are starting to find oil from sustainable sources, they are not yet in a position to trace the origin of all of the oil they use. 

Currently, only 3% of the world's palm oil is certified sustainable, meaning it comes from plantations that pass an environmental and social impact test. 

Many have joined the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) scheme set up to promote certification of where palm oil originates. 

Others have set ambitious goals to use sustainable oil by 2015 or earlier, but Greenpeace's Shailendra Yashwant said the RSPO amounts to a "greenwash" because those commitments are unenforceable on the ground. 

Bulk oil from a variety of plantations - including that of Duta Palma Group that the BBC found to be illegally clear-cutting - is mixed together and shipped around the world and sold on to manufacturers behind everyday products. 

Duta Palma declined to comment on the BBC's evidence of illegal deforestation. 

Consumer pressure
Hilary Benn, the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, told Panorama the time is right for consumers to put pressure on manufacturers, demanding to know which of their products contain palm oil and assurances that it comes from a sustainable source. 
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Many of the sweets and staples in our shopping trolleys contain palm oil


Current labelling laws allow manufacturers to list palm oil as 'vegetable' oil, without singling out the palm oil content. 

Many manufacturers, including industry giants Unilever and Proctor and Gamble, say their recipes can change and the amounts and types of oils they use can vary from week to week, making more detailed labels unworkable. 

However, Sainsbury's supermarkets had earlier taken the decision to not only single out palm oil on the ingredients lists of their own-brand products, but to state directly that it is from a sustainable source. 

Recently Unilever, the UK's largest user of palm oil in products that range from Dove soap to Pot Noodles, Knorr soups and Flora, terminated a large contract with a supplier called Sinar Mas, because of reports it was destroying high conservation value forests. 

Unilever has told Panorama that while it may have used oil from Duta Palma in the past, it intends to overcome its supply system problems so that it no longer uses oil from the producer. 

Secretary Benn said: "I think it's really about what consumers can do because the most powerful message that can be sent to companies is from their consumers about what it is they want to buy," he told reporter Raphael Rowe, citing the demand for free range eggs in the UK as an example of consumer influence. 

Mr Benn said the participation by UK retailers and manufacturers in the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil is a step towards ensuring that palm oil is traceable and therefore increases the chances that it can be certified sustainable. 

Panorama: Dying for a Biscuit, BBC One, Monday, 22 February at 2030GMT.
